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All praise be yours, my Lor
d...
Lord...
Visit our website: http://www.sfostbonaventure-detroit.org

Minister’s Letter
My brothers and sisters,
May God’s peace and joy be with you!
At our fraternity gathering in June, we held our Chapter of Affairs and welcomed Stephen Garcia, Jeanie
Lambrecht, Elaine Masbouth and Brittney Walendzik to our fraternity. Welcome Stephen, Jeanie, Elaine, and
Brittney!
Please plan to attend our Corporate Communion at St. Bonaventure Monastery on Sunday, July 21 at 9:00 a.m.
Please invite your family and friends to attend our fraternity picnic on Sunday, July 21 at Shelter 8 on Belle Isle.

Reflection
Moreover they should respect all creatures, animate and inanimate, which “bear the imprint of the
Most High,” and they should strive to move from the temptation of exploiting creation to the
Franciscan concept of universal kinship.
– OFS Rule, 18
In the beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth—and the earth was without form or
shape, with darkness over the abyss and a mighty wind sweeping over the waters—
– Genesis 1:1-2
Then God said: “Let the earth bring forth every kind of living creature: tame animals, crawling
things, and every kind of wild animal.” And so it happened: God made every kind of wild animal,
every kind of tame animal, and every kind of thing that crawls on the ground. God saw that it was
good. Then God said: “Let us make human beings in our image, after our likeness. Let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, the tame animals, all the wild animals, and all
the creatures that crawl on the earth.”
– Genesis 1:24-26 1
When God created the heavens and the earth, he entrusted the care and protection of the resources of the earth
to all people. As followers of St. Francis, we have a special responsibility to care, reverence, respect and protect all
creation which bears the imprint of the Most High and connects us as kin, as brothers and sisters.
After St. Francis’ conversion, his relationship with and love for God grew stronger and deeper and out of that
love Francis was able to see “the imprint of the Most High” in his brothers, sisters and all of creation. Because of
God’s love, Francis came to see all creation as a gift from God and therefore continually offered praise and thanks to
God for the awesome wonder of God’s handiwork.
The season of summer is an opportune time to slow down the pace of life and to breathe in and enjoy the beauty
of God’s creation. It’s a time to enjoy the smell of freshly cut grass, to eat fresh fruits and vegetables from the
garden, to listen to the music of the birds singing early in the morning, to walk barefoot on a beach, to sit quietly by
a stream or lake or ocean and drink in the immensity of it beauty, to be surprised by God with a different sunrise and
sunset every day, to gaze upon the moon and stars, to take pleasure in the exquisite colors and smell of flowers, and
to spend time visiting with family and friends. During this summer, take some time each day to rest, relax, sit
Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity
of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright owner. All Rights Reserved. No part of
the New American Bible may be reproduced in any form without permission in writing from the copyright owner.
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outdoors and delight in the beauty of creation and give praise and thanks to God for his handiwork.

Canticle of the Creatures
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Most High, all-powerful, good Lord,
Yours are the praises, the glory, and the honor and all blessing.
To you alone, Most High, do they belong,
and no human is worthy to mention Your name.
Praised be You, my Lord, with all Your creatures,
especially Sir Brother Sun,
Who is the day and through whom You give us light.
And he is beautiful and radiant with great splendor;
and bears a likeness of You, Most High One.
Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Moon and the stars,
in heaven You formed them clear and precious and beautiful.
Praised be You, my Lord, through Brother Wind,
and through the air, cloudy and serene and every kind of weather,
through whom You give sustenance to Your creatures.
Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Water,
who is very useful and humble and precious and chaste.
Praised be You, O Lord, through Brother Fire,
through whom You light the night,
and he is beautiful and playful and robust and strong.
Praised be You, my Lord, through our Sister Mother Earth,
who sustains and governs us,
and who produces various fruit with colored flowers and herbs.
Praised be You, my Lord, through those who give pardon for Your love,
and bear infirmity and tribulation.
11
Blessed are those who endure in peace
for by You, Most High, shall they be crowned.
Praised be You, my Lord, through our Sister Bodily Death,
from whom no one living can escape.
13
Woe to those who die in mortal sin.
Blessed are those whom death will find in Your most holy will,
for the second death shall do them no harm.
Praise and bless my Lord and give Him thanks
and serve Him with great humility.

Rv 4:9,11
Tb 8:7

Ps 148:3

Ps 148:4, 5
Dn 3:66
Dn 3:74
Ps 104:13, 14
Mt 6:12

Rv 2:11, 20:6
Dn 3:85

– Francis of Assisi: Early Documents, Vol. 1: The Saint,
ed. Regis J. Armstrong, OFM Cap, J.A. Wayne Hellman, OFM Conv, William J Short, OFM.
New York: New City Press, 1999, p. 115.

Please remember in your daily prayers to pray for vocations to the Secular Franciscan Order. I look forward to
seeing you at the Corporate Communion and Fraternity Picnic on July 21. Have a relaxing and fun Summer!
Your sister in Ss. Francis and Clare,
maryann
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Al Long (in Hospice Care)
Family of Ilene Manning
Rosemary Marson, sister of Ralph
Barbara Musial, daughter of Connie
Joan Nagel, sister of Joe Driessen
Jean Nozewski, wife of Thomas
Teresa Poole, mother of Mary
Joseph Ricard, brother of Tom
William Thomas, Jr, brother-in-law of Joe Driessen
Our Deceased:
David S. LaChance ( May 6, 2013)*
* nephew of Donna Marie Johnston
Fr. John Guimond, OFM Cap ( June 23, 2013)
Members needing prayers:
Wilhelmina Adkins
Dan & Jan Atkinson
Kay Balas
Claire Boutain
Mary Lou Catino
Rocco Cesaro
Joe Driessen
Mary Gillen
Grabowski Family
Nona Mary Hebert
James Heymes
Caroline Hojna
Dora Sue Jay
Anna Marie Jezak
Gary Johnson
Donna Marie Johnston
Louis Joseph
Joyce Kaminski
Esther Kelley
Mary Klein

Lorraine Korte
Frank B. Kraimer
Les and Josie Lafata
Frank & Rosalie Liccardello
Patricia Long
Ilene Manning
Joseph Marra
Sophie Martin
Mabel Michaels
Hugh Montpetit
Barbara Pardington
Bob Peckham
George Pelyak
Tom Ricard
Mary Saber
Michael & Bridget Schultz
Ben Stapel
Sylvia Stanick
Alice Vier
Joseph Wisk

Relatives needing prayers:
Theresa Brannigan, daughter-in-law of Marguerite
Mary Ann Bridge, daughter of Connie Musial
Lisa DeAngelis, wife of Christopher
Alice Greene, sister of Hank Forys
Sabah Hanna
Ted and Judy Hojna
Bonnie Holler, niece of Jo Marie Nardi
Denise Joseph, daughter of Louis
David Kaminski, son of Joyce
Family of Julia E.-Donahue
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Memorials (by Jo Marie Nardi):
Doloris Jean Day
Please help to keep our list up-to-date. Call:
Jo Marie Nardi at 586-978-2335

Mae
6 years old
Mae is a girly girl – she loves
dolls, the color pink and glitter –
lots and lots of glitter. In 2010,
Mae’s family was devastated to
learn that she suffered from a solid tumor of the
kidney. She received treatment at a local hospital,
which included surgery to remove the tumor and her
left kidney, chemotherapy and radiation therapy. But
in March 2012, Mae’s cancer returned. This time,
her family turned to St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital for her continuing treatment.
“St. Jude has a wealth of knowledge about this
type of cancer,” said Mae’s mother. “That’s where
we wanted to be.” While undergoing treatment at St.
Jude, Mae became friends with other patients
suffering from the same condition. “We didn’t have
this community the first time around,” her mom said.
“Mae’s St. Jude friends can be there for her in a way
I can’t.”
Mae is done with treatment and now visits St.
Jude for regular checkups. She looks forward to
coming back to see her friends and the staff. Recently,
Mae participated in the kindergarten graduation at
St. Jude. She donned a cap and gown and beamed
brightly when she received her diploma. She’s looking
forward to starting first grade this fall.
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Celebrating Ray Mylenek
Ray was born in 1947 in Highland Park, Michigan and, with the exception of a few
years in Massachusetts as a child, has lived in Michigan all his life. His primary and secondary
education was in the Detroit Public School system…too many different schools to list, east
side and west side, usually two different schools in a single semester. After high school, Ray
was drafted and served in the Army during the War in Vietnam as a helicopter door gunner.
When he returned home, he worked for General Motors starting at the GM Technical Center
as a “mail-boy” while attending classes at the University of Detroit in the evening. Ray
graduated with a Bachelor’s degree from U of D and went on to do his graduate studies at
Central Michigan University. After 45 years with General Motors, Ray retired as a manager in the GM Advanced
Vehicle Development Center, working in the Design Studio on new vehicle concepts.
Ray and his wife, Donna, have been married for 35 years. They have two children and seven grandchildren.
Donna is the best thing that ever happened to Ray and has supported him in everything he has done. She is also the
“smart one” in the family and worked within the Archdiocese of Detroit for 35 years as an elementary school teacher
and retired as a Director of Religious Education in 2007.
Ray began his Secular Franciscan journey in 2011 with the Solanus Casey Fraternity at St. Athanasius Church in
Roseville. This past January Ray transferred to the St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscan Fraternity and is scheduled to
make his public permanent commitment to the Gospel way of life this coming November. Ray and Donna attend
Mass regularly at St. Bonaventure’s. Since January, Ray has worked in the Meldrum Capuchin Soup Kitchen a few
mornings every week…the best job he has ever had and by far the most rewarding!!! Ray is very happy with the St.
Bonaventure Secular Franciscans and wishes to express his heartfelt thanks to all the members who have been so
kind to him since his transfer to our fraternity.
We love you, Ray!

From the Friars' Choir
1 ................................................ Daniel Atkinson
6 ................................................ Sophia Cisneros
7 ............................................Wilhelmina Adkins
William Haas
Ona Harris-Wilson
9 ................................................ Joyce Kaminski
11 ............................................... Anthony Cerroni
15 ........................................................ John Gillen
16 ..................................................... Louis Joseph
22 ................................................. Beverly Sapian
24 .......................................... Barbara Pardington
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St. Bonaventur
Bonaventuree Annual Picnic
Sunday, July 21, 2013
;;;;
Fraternity Picnic
Sunday, July 21, 2013
11:00 a.m. –
Food will be available beginning at 1:00 p.m.
Shelter 8 on Belle Isle
(Please see map above for location.)
All members of the St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscan Fraternity, their family, and friends are invited to attend
our fraternity picnic.
We need volunteers to assist with the set-up at 11:00 a.m. and with the clean-up after the picnic. If you are able
to help with either, please call Theresa Westbrook-Lienert. Terry is planning to arrive at the shelter at 9:00 a.m. on
July 21.
Hot dogs, buns and baked beans will be provided. If you are bringing a dish that contains mayonnaise or
cream, please remember to pack it in ice. Even though there are plenty of picnic tables under the shelter, you may
want to bring your own lawn chair. If you have a card table, please bring it.
If you plan to attend the Corporate Communion Mass on July 21 at 9:00 a.m. at St. Bonaventure’s, you will be
able to place your dish, if it needs to be refrigerated, in the refrigerator in the Center kitchen beginning at 8:30 a.m.
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Gospel H
appenings
Happenings
July 21 .......... 9 am .............. Corporate Communion at St. Bonaventure Chapel
Aug 3 ........... 9 am-noon .... Capuchin Service Center, 6333 Medbury, Detroit, 48211
Aug 18 .......... 1:30 pm ......... At our usual OFS gathering, presentation by Right to Life speaker, Kathleen
Crombie, Director of Minority Outreach
Aug 25 ......... 11 am ............. Corporate Communion followed by hospitality at St. Charles Borromeo Parish,
1491 Baldwin Detroit, 48214
Sept 28 ................................. Walk for the Poor, St. Vincent de Paul – Details to follow
Oct 5 ............ 1-4 pm ........... Gleaners Community Food Bank, 24140 Mound Rd. Warren 48091; Partner
with the St. Clare Society of Regina High School
Nov 1-3 ................................. Divine Mercy Region’s “Forming the Formator” Program in Saginaw
Nov 2 ................................... Regional Candidates’ Formation Day in Saginaw [details to follow]
Nov 2 ........... 10 am ............ Mass for OFS Deceased - St. Bonaventure’s Friars’ Choir
Nov 9 ........... 9 am-Noon ... Capuchin Services Center, 6333 Medbury, Detroit 48211

Lives of St. FFrancis
rancis
One of our members recently asked me [Br. Pat] which life of St. Francis I liked best. Of course, the answer
depends in large measure on what you’re looking for. My personal favorite is the book, Francis of Assisi by Arnaldo
Fortini, translated by Helen Moak, New York: Crossroad, 1981 (720 pp).
Fortini was born and died in Assisi (1889 – 1970). A lawyer by profession, he served as mayor of Assisi for 20
years, and is considered a leading authority on the history of Assisi. Because of his access to the historical archives
of various Franciscan groups and the commune of Assisi itself, his book provides a detailed reconstruction of life in
Assisi during Francis’ lifetime and records pertaining to Francis’ family. Thus he offers a solid factual basis for our
knowledge of Francis the man, and the times in which he lived.
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Francis and Nature
from the Australian Holy Spirit OFM Province at http://www.franciscans.org.au/index.htm

St. Francis of Assisi is known throughout the world as a lover of nature. Many artistic portrayals of the Saint
connect him with the environment. It was not surprising then, that the Pope declared him the Patron Saint of the
Environment in 1979. Why in the 21st century, in the midst of global pollution and warming, expanding holes in the
ozone layer and massive devastation of our planet’s eco-systems, do we look to a 13th century man to give us
guidance and inspiration?
Long before the environment became an issue, Francis saw human beings abusing nature. In what could be the
first “ecological statement” outside the Bible, Francis said this:
“These creatures minister to our needs every day; without them we could not live and through them
the human race greatly offends the Creator every time we fail to appreciate so great a blessing.”.
- Legend of Perugia 43

There is no doubt that he demonstrated an affinity with nature and with the animal kingdom.
Many of the old medieval legends about St. Francis speak of his ability to communicate with nature in an
extraordinary way. There is the famous story of how he tamed the man-eating wolf that terrorized the citizens of the
small village of Gubbio. Or the occasion when near the village of Bevagna he preached to the birds. We are told he
even lifted worms from his path so that they would not be trodden upon.
Francis’ regard was not just for animals. Toward the end of his life, as he was going blind, the doctors had
prescribed applying a red-hot poker to his forehead. As the poker was being brought from the fire to be applied to his
frail body, he prayed, “My Brother Fire, that surpasses all other things in beauty, the Most High created you strong
and beautiful and useful. Be kind to me in this hour; be courteous.” It was during this period, in his last days while he
lay sick and dying, that this great 13th century mystic composed that most famous poem dedicated to God and
Nature, known as The Canticle of All Creatures.
It is important to see that Francis was much more than someone who liked nature.
 St. Francis was a man of faith. He was a mystical person. He therefore saw God’s presence in everything
around him. Thus, when he encountered nature, he encountered God. He saw everything and everyone through the
eyes of faith. One of the main attributes of God was that of Creator. Thus, all beings animate or inanimate, were
therefore creatures.
 St. Francis was not an animist or a pantheist; that is he did not worship “god” in the tree/ the stone or the
water. Rather, he saw God’s providential love expressed in and through all creatures: the beauty of a forest,
the simplicity of a solitary leaf, the wondrous complexity of a human hand; all of them shouted to Francis that “God
is here.” For Francis, the world about him drew him to God and was a display of divine love.
 Francis had no doubt that human beings were the pinnacle of all of God’s creation. In this, he followed
the understanding of the Bible, as expressed in the book of Genesis. Woman and man were created in God’s image
and likeness. They were especially to be loved and respected.
 Francis cultivated a mystical and deeply personal relationship with the person of Jesus Christ. This
relationship was so profound, that for the last three years of his life, he bore the marks of the crucified Jesus in his
own body, known as the stigmata. He was in fact the first [known] person in Christian history to have received this
extraordinary gift. Thus, when he related to his fellow human beings, it was through the eyes and heart of Jesus.
When he embraced that leper on the road near Assisi, it was not only a hideous leper whom he kissed but also the
very person of Jesus, incarnate in the leper. For Francis, Jesus was present in every human person, but particularly in
the poor and outcasts.
These points allow us to understand just how deeply inter-connected all beings were under God as Creator and
through Jesus, who was the incarnation of God’s extraordinary love.
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It would be too easy to make Francis the medieval man into a modern day “greenie”. Some have tried to do this.
The “hat” does not fit. Too often some relate to Francis as a type of Dr. Dolittle who can perform all sorts of tricks
with nature; others have relegated him to the birdbath! This is not the Francis of history.
Francis did not have a sense of the ecological “crisis” as we have; that goes without saying! Nor would he
approve that attitude that seeks to “save the planet” so that there is something left for our children and grandchildren.
That would have been too human-centered an approach for Francis. It leaves God totally out of the picture. Terms
like “environmental sustainability”/ “eco-systems”/ “extinction of the species” would mean little to Francis.
Some have asked: what would Francis do or say if he lived today? How would be react to the current ecological
crises facing our planet?
Look first at your attitudes and behaviors..... Francis was aware of human sinfulness; he had a sense of his
own sinfulness and knew well the causes of unhappiness and much of human suffering. Francis understood that the
root causes of environmental destruction are to be found in attitudes of avarice, ignorance and pride. He knew that
much of human misery came about because of these sins.
How often has it been said that the “evils of globalization” are due to sheer greed? Or that the “multi-nationals”
see themselves as “buying-off ” the resources they need to expand? Or that the “wealth of the First World is built on
the poverty of the Third World”? Pride and arrogance go hand-in-hand; is not that the attitude of those who rape the
environment for their own ends?
Cultivate the virtue of humility..... Francis was known for his humility. This is not a popular word in our
dictionary! Who wants to be “humble”; yet, the word originates from the Latin humus, which means “of the earth”.
The humble are close to the earth with feet firmly fixed on the ground and know who they are and where they stand.
They see themselves as part of the “whole,” dependent on the environment for their survival.
Above all, in Francis’ understanding, the humble are upright people, who live with integrity and see themselves
as a creature, not as a ‘creator’.
Seek unity with God and with all creation..... Francis, the medieval mystic, captured the essential truth that
all of us are reliant on the environment for our survival in his own unique way. He had that innate sense that his life
and being were intimately connected with every other being but especially his fellow human being. He “transgressed”
the borders that separated rich from poor/ Muslim from Christian crusader/ the outcast from those in the town/
men from women.....
Because of his person and his lifestyle, so firmly fixed on the Gospel of Jesus, literally thousands came to follow
him, from every walk of life and from every part of Christendom of that time. So, is it not surprising that today, the
message of Francis of Assisi, speaks not only to Catholics and Christians, but often to people of every major world
religion.
At the core of Francis’ “spirituality,” was not some “pseudo-new-age” style of “unitarianism”, but his firm belief
in the Oneness of God: that only in and through God is the whole of creation united and connected and that in Jesus
Christ, all are equal in the sight of God. For Francis, Jesus was his “brother, his friend and companion.” So was every
human person.
St. Francis was not an environmentalist in our sense of the word but, he was a mystic who was deeply in
communion with his own environment. His influence endures to this day and his followers, Franciscans of every
walk of life, are often involved in environmental action.
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July 2013
Monday

Sunday

Wednesday

Tuesday

1

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

2

3

4

5

6

9

10

11

12

13

Ordinary Time
Wk. 13
Pss Wk 1

7

8

Ordinary Time
Wk. 14
Pss Wk 2

14

Meldrum
Fraternity
Soup Kitchen: Council meeting
10:30-1:00
10 am

16

17

18

19

20

22

23

24

25

26

27

29

30

15

Ordinary Time St. Bonaventure
Wk. 15
(solemnity)
Pss Wk 3

21
Ordinary Time
Wk. 16
Pss Wk 4
9 am - Corporate
Communion
11:30 Formation
11 am -Picnic

28
Ordinary Time
Wk. 17
Pss Wk 1
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Pray for V
ocations
Vocations
to the OFS Daily

FAX ET PHONUM
Minister
Maryann Kummer
Vice Minister
Teresa Westbrook-Lienert
Treasurer
Laura Sapian
Secretary
Anthony Lienert
Formation Minister
Sylvia Snigier
Councillors-at-Large:
Patricia Cardellio
Caroline Florescu
Melissa Lindow
Beverly Sapian
Joseph Sapian
Mary Williams
Spiritual Assistant:
Br. Patrick McSherry
APPOINTMENTS
Infirmarian:
Jo Marie Nardi
Continuing Formation:
Beverly Sapian
Healing Service Coordinator:
Melissa Lindow
Soup Kitchen Coordinator:
Joseph Sapian
Hospitality Coordinator:
Pat Cardellio
Annual Picnic Coordinators:
Terry Westbrook-Lienert
and Tony Lienert
Gospel Happenings Coordinator:
Laura Sapian
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MAKING FRATERNITY HAPPEN
The entire St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscan
Fraternity gathers on the Third Sunday of every
month. For more information, contact:
In addition to our monthly Fraternity gathering,
some members also gather in a small group.s:

Fr. Solanus Cell (2nd Friday, 7:30 pm):
Mary Ann and Hugh Montpetit
FRATERNITY MINISTRY OUTREACH:
Meldrum Soup Kitchen
Usually on the 2 nd Friday of each month.
&
Healing Service Social
Wednesdays at 2 PM
The Poverello is published by the
St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscan Fraternity
1780 Mt. Elliott St.
Detroit, Michigan 48207
Phone: 313-579-2100, ext. 136
e-mail: OFSDetroit@gmail.com
editor: Br. Pat McSherry, OFM Cap

OFSDetroit@gmail.com
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