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...O sublime humility! O humble sublimity! The Lord of the
universe, God and the Son of God, so humbles himself that
for our salvation he hides himself under an ordinary piece
of bread! Look at the humility of God, and pour out your
hearts before him! Humble yourselves that you may be
exalted by him! Hold nothing back of yourselves for
yourselves, that he who gives himself totally to you may
receive you totally!
— St. Francis of Assisi
Visit our website: http://www.sfostbonaventure-detroit.org

Minister’s Letter
My brothers and sisters,
May God grant you peace!
I missed being with all of you at our fraternity gathering on May 19. I was unable to attend the fraternity
gathering as I needed to be with my cousin/sister, Pattie, in Ohio as she mourned the unexpected death of her
husband. I’m certain that Bev Sapian gave an excellent presentation on St. Francis and the Blessed Virgin Mary and
that Teresa Wesbrook-Lienert and the members of the Leadership Team made sure that everything ran smoothly.
As has been our custom in past years, our June fraternity gathering will be held on the second Sunday of the
month – June 9 – to avoid a conflict with Fathers’ Day which falls on the third Sunday of June.
At our fraternity gathering on Sunday, June 9, the elected members of the Leadership Team will give an accounting
of their service during the past year. A copy of their written Chapter reports will be mailed to you prior to the
fraternity gathering. In order to make the best use of our time on June 9, I would encourage you to read the reports
and prepare any questions you may have before coming to the fraternity gathering. Please make every effort to
attend this important meeting.
Please join us on Saturday, June 22, at 10:00 a.m. for a Mass in remembrance of our deceased brothers and
sisters in the friars’ choir and the social which will follow immediately after Mass. Article 24 of the OFS Rule states
that: “This communion continues with deceased brothers and sisters through prayer for them.” Our Franciscan
vocation calls us to pray for one another including all of our brothers and sisters who are experiencing the joy of
eternal life.
Please note on your calendar: our annual fraternity picnic will be held on Sunday, July 21 at 1:30 p.m. on Belle
Isle. More information about the picnic will be available in the July Poverello.
I received a note from Pat Long, OFS, informing me that 10 days after her husband Al’s heart attack, he entered
Angela Hospice Care. Al is almost at the transition stage between earthly and eternal life. This is a big adjustment
for Pat and her entire family. Please remember Pat and Al Long in your prayers.
I also received a note from Bridget Schultz, OFS, informing me that she is still recuperating from her joint
replacement surgery in her thumb and is experiencing considerable pain. She started occupational therapy on May
9th. Mike’s health (Alzheimers) is worsening. Please remember Bridget and Michael Schultz in your prayers.

Reflection
Secular Franciscans, therefore, should seek to encounter the living and active person of Christ in
their brothers and sisters, in Sacred Scripture, in the Church, and in liturgical activity. The faith of St.
Francis, who often said, ‘I see nothing bodily of the Most High Son of God in this world except his
most holy body and blood,’ should be the inspiration and pattern of their Eucharistic life.
— OFS Rule, Art. 5

As Jesus was the true worshipper of the Father, so let prayer and contemplation be the soul of all
they are and do. Let them participate in the sacramental life of the Church, above all the Eucharist.
Let them join in liturgical prayer in one of the forms proposed by the Church, reliving the mysteries
of the life of Christ.
— OFS Rule, Art. 8

The Eucharist is the center of the life of the Church. Christ unites us to himself and to one another
as a single body in it. Therefore, the Eucharist should be the center of the life of the fraternity. The
brothers and sisters should participate in the Eucharist as frequently as possible, being mindful of
the respect and love shown by Francis, who, in the Eucharist, lived all the mysteries of the life
Christ.
— OFS General Constitutions, Art 14.2
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St. Francis of Assisi saw the Eucharist as food for the brotherhood. He believed it to be the
nourishment that would sustain them through all their adversities and help them recognize each
other as instruments of God. Eucharist must also become the lifeblood of Secular Franciscans.
Eucharist is food for their spiritual journey. It is the very Body and Blood of Christ himself. Eucharist
will sustain them through the trials and tribulations of everyday life. Eucharist is the source of unity
with God. Secular Franciscans will encounter the living Christ in Eucharist first and foremost. From
this encounter of life-giving food, Secular Franciscans are encouraged to go among their brothers
and sisters as leaven to the world. As Jesus gave up his life for them, so they should be willing to be
at the service of anyone in need. Eucharist, in turn, will cause them to thirst to know Christ more
deeply in Sacred Scripture.
— from Gospel Living Every Day of Our Lives by Teresa V. Baker, OFS

This weekend, the Church throughout the world will celebrate the great Solemnity of the Body and Blood of
Christ — the commemoration of the institution of the Holy Eucharist, the Real Presence of God with us.
What tremendous love God has for us that he provides us with heavenly food to nourish and sustain our spirits
during our earthly journey. What tender, caring, fatherly love God has for us that he assures us that he is always
present with us, always available to listen, always longing for a deeper relationship with us. The transforming power
of God’s love and presence with us moves us to a deeper union with Christ, to make his love visible in the world by
the way we live and relate to one another and to our God, and a commitment to be of greater service to those in
need.
During this month when we honor our fathers, let us offer thanks to our heavenly Father for the gift of the
Eucharist and for his loving presence with us.
Your sister in Ss. Francis and Clare,
maryann

From the Friars' Choir
2 .......... Jerrold Marsh
4 .......... Hugh Montpetit
5 .......... Joe Sapian
11 .......... Melissa Lindow
12 .......... Mary Morawa
14 .......... Elda Scabich
15 .......... Clair Boutain
20 .......... Patricia Long
23 .......... Theresa Haas
24 .......... Sandra Sherman
25 .......... Joe Wisk
26 .......... Elizabeth Barnowsky
29 .......... Paul Ivan
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Family of Julia E.-Donahue
Al Long (in Hospice Care)
Family of Ilene Manning
Rosemary Marson, sister of Ralph
Barbara Musial, daughter of Connie
Joan Nagel, sister of Joe Driessen
Jean Nozewski, wife of Thomas
Teresa Poole, mother of Mary
Joseph Ricard, brother of Tom
William Thomas, Jr, brother-in-law of Joe Driessen
Our Deceased:
Josephine Biundo ( April 29, 2013)
Eleanor Pulido ( May 1, 2013)
Wesley Faust ( May 1, 2013)
Fr. Silas Baumann, OFM Cap ( May 2, 2013)
Rose Longo ( May 18, 2013)
Members needing prayers:
Lorraine Korte
Wilhelmina Adkins
Frank B. Kraimer
Dan & Jan Atkinson
Les and Josie Lafata
Kay Balas
Frank & Rosalie Liccardello
Claire Boutain
Patricia Long
Mary Lou Catino
Rose Longo
Rocco Cesaro
Ilene Manning
Joe Driessen
Joseph Marra
Mary Gillen
Sophie Martin
Grabowski Family
Mabel Michaels
Nona Mary Hebert
Hugh Montpetit
James Heymes
Barbara Pardington
Caroline Hojna
Bob Peckham
Dora Sue Jay
George Pelyak
Anna Marie Jezak
Tom Ricard
Gary Johnson
Mary Saber
Donna Marie Johnston
Ben Stapel
Louis Joseph
Sylvia Stanick
Joyce Kaminski
Alice Vier
Esther Kelley
Joseph Wisk
Mary Klein
Relatives needing prayers:
Theresa Brannigan, daughter-in-law of Marguerite
Mary Ann Bridge, daughter of Connie Musial
Lisa DeAngelis, wife of Christopher
Alice Greene, sister of Hank Forys
Sabah Hanna
Ted and Judy Hojna
Bonnie Holler, niece of Jo Marie Nardi
Denise Joseph, daughter of Louis
David Kaminski, son of Joyce
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Memorials (by Jo Marie Nardi):
Sharon Smigiel
Please help to keep our list up-to-date. Call:
Jo Marie Nardi

APOLLOS
1 year old
At just four weeks old, a
CT scan revealed a mass on
Apollos’ brain. He underwent
two surgeries before doctors
determined that the mass was
a rare type of tumor. His mother was frantic. “We
were told he had six to nine months to live,” she
said. She was desperate to give her son a chance at
life. She turned to St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital, where doctors determined that Apollos’
tumor had started to grow back. He underwent
surgery to remove tumor growth and then started 12
months of chemotherapy. St. Jude’s brain tumor
science and technology are at the cutting edge
worldwide.
Apollos’ mother is thankful for the care her son
has received. “No matter what door you come through
at St. Jude, everyone you meet is so loving, kind and
compassionate,” she said. “It helps me on this journey
to see how happy he is. Apollos is excited to see his
doctors and nurses every day.” Apollos recently
celebrated his first birthday. He loves music, dancing
and toys that light up and make noise.
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Celebrating Daniel Gabriel
Daniel Gabriel was born to Vincent and Antionette (nee Galia) Gabriel on November
11, 1945 at Harper Hospital. Dan has an older sister, Joann, and a younger sister, Marilyn.
He attended St. John Berchman’s Grade School and graduated from Servite High School in
1964. He earned an Associate Degree in Business Management in 1966 from St. Clair
County College. Following graduation, Dan had a summer internship helping his Dad’s
cousin in his real estate office, Mid City Real Estate. Dan obtained his real estate license in
1966 and has been in the real estate business ever since. He worked at Mid City for 15 years
and then began his own real estate company, Oxford Properties and Real Estate on Jefferson.
Dan became acquainted with St. Bonaventure Monastery through his Mom, who had a
great devotion to Fr. Solanus, and would bring Dan and his sister, Joann to the monastery.
Dan became reacquainted with St. Bonaventure’s in 2011. Because the monastery isn’t too far from his office, Dan
decided to come to St. Bonaventure’s for confession. On one occasion, Dan met Fr. Larry Webber, who invited Dan
to attend Mass at St. Bonaventure’s. Dan did so, and he decided to become a member of the St. Bonaventure family.
After one of the 9 AM Sunday Masses at St. Bonaventure’s, Dan met Joe Gentile, who invited Dan to attend an
orientation session for the Secular Franciscans. Dan did and is now a candidate in the formation process. Dan is
looking forward to being professed in 2014.
Dan was married in 1970 and has been divorced for 17 years. Dan’s daughter, Jennifer, is a school teacher in
Warren. She and her husband, Tom, have two children: Emma and Ethan. Dan also has a son, Dan, Jr., who was
married last August and lives in Metamora. Dan’s son is his business partner in the real estate business. Dan also lives
in Metamora.
In his free time, Dan enjoys boating, fishing, golfing, wood carving and spending time at his cottage in Cedarville,
Michigan in the Upper Peninsula.
We love you, Dan!

Thanks, everyone!

Monday ....... 9 am - 1 pm. (1/2 off on Monday only)
Tuesday ....... closed
Wednesday .. 7:30 am - 4 pm
Thursday ..... 7:30 am - 4 pm
Friday .......... 7:30 am - 5 pm
Saturday ...... 7:30 am - 4 pm
Sunday ......... 11 am - 3 pm
6110 McClellan, Detroit
(corner of Gratiot & McClellan, west of I-94 Gratiot exit)
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St. Bonaventur
Bonaventuree Annual Picnic
Sunday, July 21, 2013
Teresa Westbrook-Lienert got up early on cold early-Spring morning to stand in line to make reservations for our
Fraternity’s Annual Picnic on Belle Isle. Thanks to her help, we were able to secure an ideal spot on Belle Isle – the
much-coveted Shelter 8. The location is equipped with a large shelter, tables and benches, close-at-hand bathroom
facilities and a number of grills. You still might want to bring a comfy lawn chair. Sign-up sheets will be available at
our June fraternity gathering for food items. Thanks, Teresa!

;;;;
New American General Ministers

Br. Michael Anthony Perry was elected General
Minister of the Order of Friars Minor. He was born in
Indianapolis, IN in 1954.
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Br. Nicholas Polichnowski was elected General Minister
of the Third Order Regular of St. Francis. He was born in
Pittsburgh, PA.
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Peace t-shirts Available

Julia Ertzbischoff-Donahue is a very creative woman. Besides her poetry and rosary-making skills, she wanted
to do something that would promote peace. So she designed a heavy-duty t-shirt which, on one side, bears the image
of the earth, with the Spirit of Peace overhead, the word “peace” inscribed in various languages, and the Franciscan
Tau. The reverse side bears the Peace Prayer of St. Francis. The t-shirts are priced very reasonably and a portion of
each sale is being donated to our Fraternity. See Julia for details. Thanks, Julia!
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Pentecost Homily of Pope Francis
Saint Peter’s Square
Sunday, 19 May 2013
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Today we contemplate and re-live in the liturgy the outpouring of the Holy Spirit sent by the risen Christ upon
his Church; an event of grace which filled the Upper Room in Jerusalem and then spread throughout the world.
But what happened on that day, so distant from us and yet so close as to touch the very depths of our hearts?
Luke gives us the answer in the passage of the Acts of the Apostles which we have heard (2:1-11). The evangelist
brings us back to Jerusalem, to the Upper Room where the apostles were gathered. The first element which draws
our attention is the sound which suddenly came from heaven “like the rush of a violent wind”, and filled the house;
then the “tongues as of fire” which divided and came to rest on each of the apostles. Sound and tongues of fire:
these are clear, concrete signs which touch the apostles not only from without but also within: deep in their minds
and hearts. As a result, “all of them were filled with the Holy Spirit”, who unleashed his irresistible power with
amazing consequences: they all “began to speak in different languages, as the Spirit gave them ability”. A completely
unexpected scene opens up before our eyes: a great crowd gathers, astonished because each one heard the apostles
speaking in his own language. They all experience something new, something which had never happened before: “We
hear them, each of us, speaking our own language”. And what is it that they are they speaking about? “God’s deeds
of power”.
In the light of this passage from Acts, I would like to reflect on three words linked to the working of the Holy
Spirit: newness, harmony and mission.
1. Newness always makes us a bit fearful, because we feel more secure if we have everything under control, if
we are the ones who build, program and plan our lives in accordance with our own ideas, our own comfort, our own
preferences. This is also the case when it comes to God. Often we follow him, we accept him, but only up to a certain
point. It is hard to abandon ourselves to him with complete trust, allowing the Holy Spirit to be the soul and guide
of our lives in our every decision. We fear that God may force us to strike out on new paths and leave behind our all
too narrow, closed and selfish horizons in order to become open to his own. Yet throughout the history of salvation,
whenever God reveals himself, he brings newness - God always brings newness -, and demands our complete trust:
Noah, mocked by all, builds an ark and is saved; Abram leaves his land with only a promise in hand; Moses stands up
to the might of Pharaoh and leads his people to freedom; the apostles, huddled fearfully in the Upper Room, go forth
with courage to proclaim the Gospel. This is not a question of novelty for novelty’s sake, the search for something
new to relieve our boredom, as is so often the case in our own day. The newness which God brings into our life is
something that actually brings fulfilment, that gives true joy, true serenity, because God loves us and desires only our
good. Let us ask ourselves today: Are we open to “God’s surprises”? Or are we closed and fearful before the newness
of the Holy Spirit? Do we have the courage to strike out along the new paths which God’s newness sets before us, or
do we resist, barricaded in transient structures which have lost their capacity for openness to what is new? We would
do well to ask ourselves these questions all through the day.
2. A second thought: the Holy Spirit would appear to create disorder in the Church, since he brings the diversity
of charisms and gifts; yet all this, by his working, is a great source of wealth, for the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of
unity, which does not mean uniformity, but which leads everything back to harmony. In the Church, it is the Holy
Spirit who creates harmony. One of Fathers of the Church has an expression which I love: the Holy Spirit himself is
harmony – “Ipse harmonia est”. He is indeed harmony. Only the Spirit can awaken diversity, plurality and multiplicity,
while at the same time building unity. Here too, when we are the ones who try to create diversity and close ourselves
8
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up in what makes us different and other, we bring division. When we are the ones who want to build unity in
accordance with our human plans, we end up creating uniformity, standardization. But if instead we let ourselves be
guided by the Spirit, richness, variety and diversity never become a source of conflict, because he impels us to
experience variety within the communion of the Church. Journeying together in the Church, under the guidance of
her pastors who possess a special charism and ministry, is a sign of the working of the Holy Spirit. Having a sense of
the Church is something fundamental for every Christian, every community and every movement. It is the Church
which brings Christ to me, and me to Christ; parallel journeys are very dangerous! When we venture beyond (proagon)
the Church’s teaching and community – the Apostle John tells us in his Second Letter - and do not remain in them,
we are not one with the God of Jesus Christ (see 2 Jn v. 9). So let us ask ourselves: Am I open to the harmony of the
Holy Spirit, overcoming every form of exclusivity? Do I let myself be guided by him, living in the Church and with
the Church?
3. A final point. The older theologians used to say that the soul is a kind of sailboat, the Holy Spirit is the wind
which fills its sails and drives it forward, and the gusts of wind are the gifts of the Spirit. Lacking his impulse and
his grace, we do not go forward. The Holy Spirit draws us into the mystery of the living God and saves us from the
threat of a Church which is gnostic and self-referential, closed in on herself; he impels us to open the doors and go
forth to proclaim and bear witness to the good news of the Gospel, to communicate the joy of faith, the encounter
with Christ. The Holy Spirit is the soul of mission. The events that took place in Jerusalem almost two thousand
years ago are not something far removed from us; they are events which affect us and become a lived experience in
each of us. The Pentecost of the Upper Room in Jerusalem is the beginning, a beginning which endures. The Holy
Spirit is the supreme gift of the risen Christ to his apostles, yet he wants that gift to reach everyone. As we heard in
the Gospel, Jesus says: “I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate to remain with you forever” (Jn
14:16). It is the Paraclete Spirit, the “Comforter”, who grants us the courage to take to the streets of the world,
bringing the Gospel! The Holy Spirit makes us look to the horizon and drive us to the very outskirts of existence in
order to proclaim life in Jesus Christ. Let us ask ourselves: do we tend to stay closed in on ourselves, on our group,
or do we let the Holy Spirit open us to mission? Today let us remember these three words: newness, harmony and
mission.
Today’s liturgy is a great prayer which the Church, in union with Jesus, raises up to the Father, asking him to
renew the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. May each of us, and every group and movement, in the harmony of the
Church, cry out to the Father and implore this gift. Today too, as at her origins, the Church, in union with Mary, cries
out: “Veni, Sancte Spiritus! Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful, and kindle in them the fire of your
love!” Amen.
© Copyright 2013 - Libreria Editrice Vaticana

New Address
Elizabeth Greenia
898 Notre Dame St.
Grosse Pointe, MI 48230-1280
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Fr. Silas Dies
Fr. Silas Baumann, who once
served St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscan Fraternity in
Detroit, passed away on May
2, 2013. Kindly remember him
in your prayers.
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June 2013
Monday

Sunday

Wednesday

Tuesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2
BODY
& BLOOD
of CHRIST
Pss Proper

3

4

5

6

7
Sacred Heart
of Jesus

Ordinary Time
Wk. 9
Pss Wk 1

8

Immaculate
Heart
of Mary

Fraternity
Council meeting
10 am

9

10

11

12

13

Ordinary Time
Wk. 10
Pss Wk 2
CHAPTER
Formation:
Noon
All: 1:30 PM

16

15

Flag Day
Meldrum
Soup Kitchen:
10:30-1:00

17

18

19

20

21

22

First Day
of Summer

Ordinary Time
Wk. 11
Pss Wk 3
Father’s
Day

23

14

24

25

26

27

28

29

Ordinary Time
Wk. 12
Pss Wk 4
Wk. 13
Pss Wk 1

10

30
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Pray for V
ocations
Vocations
to the OFS Daily

FAX ET PHONUM
Minister
Maryann Kummer
Vice Minister
Teresa Westbrook-Lienert
Treasurer
Laura Sapian
Secretary
Anthony Lienert
Formation Minister
Sylvia Snigier
Councillors-at-Large:
Patricia Cardellio
Caroline Florescu
Melissa Lindow
Beverly Sapian
Joseph Sapian
Mary Williams
Spiritual Assistant:
Br. Patrick McSherry
APPOINTMENTS
Infirmarian:
Jo Marie Nardi
Continuing Formation:
Beverly Sapian
Healing Service Coordinator:
Melissa Lindow
Soup Kitchen Coordinator:
Joseph Sapian
Hospitality Coordinator:
Pat Cardellio
Annual Picnic Coordinators:
Terry Westbrook-Lienert
and Tony Lienert
Gospel Happenings Coordinator:
Laura Sapian
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MAKING FRATERNITY HAPPEN
The entire St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscan
Fraternity gathers on the Third Sunday of every
month. For more information, contact:
In addition to our monthly Fraternity gathering,
some members also gather in a small group.s:

Fr. Solanus Cell (2nd Friday, 7:30 pm):
Mary Ann and Hugh Montpetit
FRATERNITY MINISTRY OUTREACH:
Meldrum Soup Kitchen
Usually on the 2 nd Friday of each month.
&
Healing Service Social
Wednesdays at 2 PM
The Poverello is published by the
St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscan Fraternity
1780 Mt. Elliott St.
Detroit, Michigan 48207
Phone: 313-579-2100, ext. 136
e-mail: OFSDetroit@gmail.com
editor: Br. Pat McSherry, OFM Cap

OFSDetroit@gmail.com
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