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My dear sisters and brothers,

 May the Lord grant you peace!

 On Sunday, November 16, Joyce Brouillette, Daniel Gabriel, Elizabeth Kessler, Ronald Kessler, Onakapoma 
Moore, and Mary Myler publicly proclaimed their permanent commitment to live the gospel way of life and to 
actively participating in the life of our fraternity. Congratulations Joyce, Dan, Elizabeth, Ron, Onakapoma, and 
Mary! 

 I am grateful to Sylvia Snigier for planning an outstanding profession retreat and to everyone who brought a 
food item or beverage for the luncheon following the retreat on November 15; to Br. Pat McSherry for preparing 
the worship aids for the profession mass and for providing us with an inspiring homily; to Bev Sapian for arranging 
for the readers and eucharistic ministers; to Joe and Laura Sapian for distributing the worship aids; to Javier 
and Leticia Aguilar for making the event even more memorable through photography. 
 To everyone who donated food items for the Regina High School Food Drive, I thank you on behalf of all 
those who will benefit from your kindness and generosity.
 I am grateful to everyone who mailed in their Fair Share contribution. If you have not already done so, please 
mail in your contribution before December 31.
 Our fraternity’s tradition of providing a social following the Christmas Concert at the Solanus Casey Center 
will continue again this year on Sunday, December 21st at 1:30 p.m. If you are able to do so, please bring Christmas 
cookies or finger food for the reception. Please call Pat Cardellio and let her know what food items you plan to 
bring for the reception.
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Reflection
Keep your eyes open for the Lord, watch for his works. Be alert for signs of his presence.

 – Ps 105:4

Jesus said to his disciples: “Be watchful! Be alert! You do not know when the time will come. 
It is like a man traveling abroad. He leaves home and places his servants in charge, each with his 
own work, and orders the gatekeeper to be on the watch. Watch, therefore; you do not know when 
the lord of the house is coming, whether in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or in the 
morning. May he not come suddenly and find you sleeping. What I say to you, I say to all: Watch!’

– Mk 13:37

 Advent is the most countercultural season for us as followers of Christ. The secular world in which we live 
views this time of year as the countdown to a winter “holiday” – often with no reference to the birth of Jesus –, 
the time to focus everyone’s energy on outward trappings such as lights, music, cards, etc. Our daily “to do” list 
increases with extra responsibilities of decorating, shopping, cooking, making travel arrangements to visit family, 
holiday parties, etc. Calendars fill up quickly with a multitude of obligations and festivities. The hectic pace of 
life becomes even more frantic and there never seems to be enough hours in the day to get everything done.
Yet it remains true that Jesus is the reason for the season, and in the midst of all of this busy-ness, the Gospel calls 
us to be watchful, alert, still, silent, and to slow down. In the gospel message for the first week of Advent, we are 
told: “Be watchful! Be alert! You do not know when the time will come.” In this gospel passage, our Lord refers 
to his glorious second coming. These words can also be applied to our lives today to be watchful and alert to the 
ways in which the Spirit of the living God is present and active in our world today. Let us keep awake in this sacred 
season, looking and listening for God’s presence among us often in the most unexpected persons, places, and events.
 During this holy season of Advent let us commit ourselves to making time for silence and stillness to prepare 
our hearts to experience anew the celebration of the greatest gift of all – the Incarnation of our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. May we create time in our busy schedules for quiet reflection to examine our lives to see where we 
have fallen short in our attempts to live the Gospel message and to seek forgiveness and reconciliation with our 
God and with one another. During our times of silence and stillness, let us actively listen to God and allow his 
grace to transform our hearts. Who knows what wonderful messages and graces God wants to share with us?
The Advent season is a privileged time – God’s gift to us. It’s a sacred time to reconcile ourselves to God and to 
each other, to prepare our hearts to experience anew the birth of Christ, and to remember what really matters, not the 
thrill of some highly commercialized holiday, but the gifts of faith in God, family, friends, and the power of love. 

“Keep your eyes open for the Lord, watch for his works. Be alert for signs of his presence.”
– Ps 105:4

 My heartfelt prayer for you and for those you love is that you will experience anew God’s presence with you 
during this sacred and grace-filled Advent season.

Your sister in Ss. Francis and Clare,
maryann 

Pray Daily
for Vocations to the

Secular Franciscan Order
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Members of our Fraternity
Dan & Jan Atkinson
Kay Balas
Mary Lou Catino
Mary Gillen
Grabowski Family
Nona Mary Hebert
James Heymes
Caroline Hojna & Family
Anna Marie Jezak
Gary Johnson
Donna Marie Johnston
Louis Joseph
Joyce Kaminski
Esther Kelley
Mary Klein
Lorraine Korte
Josie Lafata

Frank & Rosalie Liccardello
Patricia Long
Joseph Marra
Sophie Martin
Mabel Michaels
Hugh Montpetit
Barbara Pardington
Bob Peckham
George Pelyak
Mary Saber
James Schoenherr
Michael & Bridget Schultz
Gene Snyders
Ben Stapel
Alice Vier
Joseph Wisk

Relatives needing prayers:
Mary Ann Bridge, daughter of Connie Musial
Kate Comizio, sister of Br. Pat
Fr. Edward Ertzbischoff, brother of Julia
Ann Forys, mother of Hank
Alice Greene, sister of Hank Forys
Veronica Gulock, sister of Ilene Manning
Denise Joseph, daughter of Louis
David Kaminski, son of Joyce
Stephanie Kummer, mother of Maryann
Irene Kutchey, daughter-in-law of Julia Ertzbischoff
Rosemary Marson, sister of Ralph
Barbara Musial, daughter of Connie
Vance Nardi, sister-in-law of Jo Marie
Jean Nozewski, wife of Thomas
Teresa Poole, mother of Mary

 Please help to keep our prayer list up-to-date. Call:
Jo Marie Nardi

New International OFS Leaders
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3..........Dorothy Stapel
4..........Jacqueline Hale
6..........Mary Saber
7..........Mary Ann Kristensen
11 ........Ralph Mason
12........Irene Mecha
17........Hank Forys
 Leticia Aguilar
20........Chuck Sapian
25........Patricia Meldrum
29........Lorna Brock
31........Sylvia Snigier

Profession 2014
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Profession Homily
Br. Pat McSherry, OFM Cap

 This Gospel passage from St. Matthew has special importance because it’s the final parable before the Passion, 
Jesus’ last testament, his last lesson, his final advice to us.
 Today when we hear this Gospel, people think it’s about the talents everyone has received – like singing, or 
dancing, or being intelligent, or witty or friendly. And we feel sorry for that last guy who only gets one talent, as 
if the Master thought less of him than the others, as if somehow he’s been cheated and life is unfair.
 But what did Jesus mean when he gave this sermon? And what did the people who heard him understand by 
it? When he used the word “talent”, Jesus was talking about something specific and very familiar to his audience. 
A talent was a unit of weight, about 80 pounds; and if you spoke about talents as money, it was the value of the 
amount of whatever you had in silver. So if you received five talents, you had the equivalent of 400 lbs of silver 
(in today’s market it’d be worth $95,000); two talents was the value of 160 pounds of silver ($38,000), and one 
talent was the equivalent of 80 pounds of silver with a market value today of $19,000. Not too shabby! The Master 
hasn’t been stingy; in fact, he’s been extravagantly generous to everyone. His one instruction to them: Make it 
profitable.
 If I were to ask you what is the most valuable thing you have received, I suspect some would say: my life, 
my family and friends, my health, my freedom, my comfort and security. But if you want to know what the most 
precious thing you have received is, you have to ask yourself: if I had no family or friends, if I were gravely ill 
or in prison, or destitute and living on the streets or had no education – what priceless treasure would I still have? 
Take away everything else and then you discover what the absolute most precious thing is that you’ve received. 
And it’s the Word of God, the Gospel – the one thing that gives us meaning and purpose no matter what life brings 
us. It’s the Gospel that allows us to put on the mind of Christ and to walk in his footsteps regardless of whatever 
life hands us. So what do you do with the most precious thing you have received?
  Like the good wife in the first reading, there are those who give away what they have; they share it; they let 
it go, openhandedly.  But then there’s the person who is so frightened, that he digs a hole and hides it, where no 
one can see it, and no one can find it. And as a result, it doesn’t appreciate in value. It produces no profit; it gains 
nothing for the Master.
 The Gospel is not Good News to anyone if we keep it to ourselves. Christ’s message—the Good News of 
compassion, of mercy, of justice, of hope— is meant to be lived. It’s meant to be shared. It’s meant to be spread 
and given freely to others. It’s meant to be profitable and productive.
 Again and again we hear in the Gospels these simple words: “Do not be afraid.” And in today’s parable, we 
see the consequences of Christian’s whose faith is “the world’s best kept secret” because they are timid and afraid. 
The call to live the Gospel is a call to be fearless.
 The final lesson we hear from Matthew’s Jesus is this: it’s simply not enough to be grateful for the most precious 
gift we have received. We are called to use that gift to make a profit – not for ourselves, but for the Master. And 
the only profit or gain the Master seeks is to let God’s love be shown and let his name be known.
 Today we celebrate six individuals who have heard that summons and are ready to respond: “Hear I am, Lord. 
I will go. I will hold your people in my heart.” My life will make a difference.



The Poverello, December 2014 9

2015 Fraternity CALENDAR

January 10 ........Saturday .....10:00 a.m. ....Leadership Council meeting
January 18 ........Sunday ........1:30 p.m. ......Fraternity Gathering – Welcoming & Admissions Ceremonies 

February 7 ........Saturday .....10:00 a.m. ....Leadership Council meeting
February 15 ......Sunday ........1:30 p.m. ......Fraternity Gathering

March  7 ............Saturday .....10:00 a.m. ....Leadership Council meeting
March 15 ...........Sunday ........11:00 a.m. ....Fraternity Day of Reflection

April 4 ...............Saturday .....10:00 a.m. ....Leadership Council Meeting 
April 5 ...............Sunday ..............................EASTER
April 19 .............Sunday ........1:30 p.m. ......Fraternity Jubiliarian Mass
April 25 .............Saturday .....10:00 a.m. ....Mass for Deceased Members

May 2 .................Saturday .....10:00 a.m. ....Leadership Council Meeting
May 17 ...............Sunday ........1:30 p.m. ......Fraternity Gathering   

June 6 ................Saturday .....10:00 a.m. ....Leadership Council Meeting 
June 14 ..............Sunday ........1:30 p.m. ......Fraternity Chapter of Affairs

July 11 ...............Saturday .....10:00 a.m. ....Leadership Council Meeting
July 19 ...............Sunday ........1:30 p.m. ......Annual Fraternity Picnic at Belle Isle
 
August 1 ............Saturday .....10:00 a.m. ....Leadership Council Meeting 
August 16 ..........Sunday ........1:30 p.m. ......Fraternity Gathering – Welcoming and Admissions ceremonies

September 12 ....Saturday .....10:00 a.m. ....Leadership Council Meeting
September 20 ....Sunday ........11:00 a.m. ....Fraternity Day of Reflection

October 3 ...........Saturday .....7:00 p.m. ......Transitus
October 4 ...........Sunday ........7:00 p.m. ......Mass or Vesper Service in honor of St. Francis and Social
October 10 .........Saturday .....10:00 a.m. ....Leadership Council Meeting
October 18 .........Sunday ........1:30 p.m. ......Fraternity Chapter of Elections
October 31 .........Saturday .....10:00 a.m. ....Mass for All Deceased Franciscans, Parents, Benefactors

November 7 .......Saturday .....10:00 a.m. ....Leadership Council Meeting
November 14 .....Saturday .....10:30 a.m. ....Profession Retreat
November 15 .....Sunday ........1:30 p.m. ......Profession Mass

December 12 .....Saturday .....10:00 a.m. ....Leadership Council Meeting
December 20 .....Sunday ........1:30 p.m. ......Christmas Concert and Social
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Minister
 Maryann Kummer
Vice Minister
 Teresa Westbrook-Lienert
Treasurer
 Laura Sapian
Secretary
 Anthony Lienert
Formation Minister
 Sylvia Snigier
Councillors-at-Large:
 Patricia Cardellio
 Caroline Florescu
 Melissa Lindow
 Beverly Sapian
 Joseph Sapian
 Mary Williams
Spiritual Assistant:
 Br. Patrick McSherry

APPOINTMENTS
Infirmarian:
 Jo Marie Nardi
Continuing Formation:
 Beverly Sapian5
Healing Service Coordinator:
 Melissa Lindow
Soup Kitchen Coordinator:
 Joseph Sapian
Hospitality Coordinator:
 Pat Cardellio
Annual Picnic Coordinators:
 Terry Westbrook-Lienert
 and Tony Lienert
Gospel Happenings Coordinator:
 Laura Sapian

The Poverello is published by the
St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscan Fraternity

1780 Mt. Elliott St.
Detroit, Michigan 48207

Phone: 313-579-2100, ext. 136
e-mail: OFSDetroit@gmail.com

editor: Br. Pat McSherry, OFM Cap

MAKING FRATERNITY HAPPEN

Our Fraternity gathers on the Third Sunday of every 
month. For more information, contact:
 Maryann Kummer
In addition to our monthly Fraternity gathering, some 
members also gather in a small group:
 Fr. Solanus Cell (2nd Friday, 7:30 pm):
 Mary Ann and Hugh Montpetit

FRATERNITY MINISTRY OUTREACH:
Meldrum Soup Kitchen

Usually on the 2nd Friday of each month.
&

Healing Service Social
Wednesdays at 2 PM

Soup Kitchen volunteers for December 12
Pat Cardellio
Ona D. Moore

Joe Sapian
Jacqueline Hale

Marguerite Brannigan
Leticia Aguilar

If you are unable to volunteer at the Soup Kitchen 
on December 12, please contact another person from 
the list below to take your place.

Ron and Liz Kessler
Marguerite Brannigan
Leticia Aguilar
Stella Mordarski
Stephen Haycox
Javier Aguilar
Mary Myler
Ray Mylenek
Pat Cardellio
Joe Gentile
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OFSDetroit@gmail.com
http://www.sfostbonaventure-detroit.org

Join us on FACEBOOK:
St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscans

Fax et Phonum
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