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My dear sisters and brothers,

 May God’s peace and joy be with you!

 At our fraternity gathering on January 18th, we held welcoming and admissions ceremonies. Sharon Krill formally 
began the Inquiry Phase of our initial formation program. Welcome Sharon! Doris Allen, Mack Betts, Jacqueline Hale 
and Victoria Valdez were admitted into the Candidacy Phase of formation. Congratulations Doris, Mack, Jacqueline, 
and Victoria! 
 I want to express my appreciation to Bev Sapian for preparing the agenda for January fraternity gathering, to Letty 
Aguilar for taking pictures at our fraternity gathering, to Liz Kessler for preparing the delicious Sloppy Joes for us, to 
Stella Mordarski, Pat Cardellio, Julia Ertzbischoff-Donahue, Ron and Liz Kessler and everyone else who helped 
with the set-up and clean-up of the reception. 
 Please note on your calendar: Thanks to the efforts of Eileen Smith our fraternity will be hosting the Right to 
Life Panel Discussion on Abortion and Life on Saturday, February 14th at 1:00 p.m. in the Dining Room at the 
Solanus Casey Center. I encourage all fraternity members to attend this event and, if you are able, please bring some 
cookies for the reception. 
 If you would like a letter stating your financial contributions to our fraternity in 2014 for tax purposes, please call 
Laura Sapian or email her before March 5. 

Reflection

U nited by their vocation as brothers and sisters of penance, and motivated by the dynamic power of 
the Gospel, let them conform their thoughts and deeds to those of Christ by means of that radical 

interior change which the Gospel itself calls conversion. Human frailty makes it necessary that this 
conversion be carried out daily.

– OFS Rule, 7

 “It was in the cave that Francis met Jesus and saw himself for the first time. Up to that time his voices and dreams 
always seemed to come from without, from a great distance. But during the agonizing hours in he cave, he began to 
hear a voice inside himself, a deeper, clearer voice that was like discovering a part of himself he did not know was there. 
The more he prayed and turned to Christ for inspiration, the deeper he plunged toward some inner force that gave him 
strength and peace. He stopped talking to the bare walls of the cave.
 “At first, this inner search was a painful and terrifying look at himself, at his weakness and sinfulness; and the journey 
was a downward dive that made him feel he was drowning in some vast, bottomless lake. But as he persevered in prayer, 
he came at last to something like a great, silent waterproof cavern in which the sound of his own voice seemed mellow 
and deep; and there at that depth within, Jesus spoke softly to him and made his heart burn with love. Afterwards he 
would soar to surface again, renewed and encouraged. But each time he had to make the painful and frightening dive. 
And each time he was afraid he would not be able find the cavern again…. In the end, he sensed somehow that the 
search for the cavern would be his daily journey the rest of his life; and if he was to be at peace, he would have to delve 
deeply in prayer every day.
 “Francis understood the need for daily conversion, for daily turning one’s mind and heart to God. As with any 
human being, this thought of truly looking into oneself frightened Francis. He knew that if he were to grow in the love 
of Jesus, his former way of life had to be forsaken down to its core. The same is true of those who would call themselves 
followers of Francis in the Secular Franciscan Order. When he founded the Order, Francis named it the Brothers and 
Sisters of Penance. This was done with a purpose. Francis wanted to point out to those living in the world that the 
best way to be truly joyful was to renounce oneself and turn one’s mind and heart daily to God. Over a period of time, 
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Francis became a true vessel for the Lord. He emptied himself of his own will and desires so as to be filled with the 
mind and heart of Christ.
 “Human beings are not much different today from what they were in the thirteenth century. A radical interior 
change is needed if one is to live for God. This change must be deep. This change must be thorough. This change must 
be daily. This change must be grounded in Christ. By baptism, all Catholics are called to this radical interior change. 
By profession, Secular Franciscans are called to make it part of their daily prayer life.
 “The Church offers the Sacrament of Reconciliation for those who, in their search, find a need for God’s healing 
forgiveness. Secular Franciscans are urged to frequent this sacrament.”

  – Teresa V. Baker, OFS, from the book Gospel Living Every Day of Our Lives

 In a few weeks, we will begin our Lenten journey. How will your Lenten journey be different from Lenten journeys 
you have made in the past? Perhaps instead of giving up something this year, it is time to delve deeper into the core 
of who you are to begin the process of becoming a new creation in Christ. Perhaps it is time to develop a habit of a 
daily quiet time with God in order to strengthen your relationship with him. Perhaps it is time to begin the process 
of breaking free from an addiction. Perhaps it is time to move out of your comfort zone to become involved in any 
activity where you can be of greater service to others.
 I encourage you during the next few weeks to take some time to quiet yourself, to listen to the stirrings in your 
heart, and to reflect on the questions:

What is God inviting me to change in my life this Lent?

What do I need more of in my life? Patience? Peace? Forgiveness? 

What behaviors do I need to change?

 As we all know, change is never easy and fear of the unknown occupies our thoughts. Because of this, I encourage 
you to prepare for your Lenten journey by asking God to help you to discern what changes you need to make in your 
life. For it is only by God’s amazing, all-sufficient grace and with the knowledge that God’s presence is with you to 
strengthen you and fill you with his peace.
 As you journey through Lent, I pray that you will experience anew God’s grace, presence, and peace surrounding 
you. 
 Looking forward to seeing you at our fraternity gathering on February 15th. 

 Your sister in Ss. Francis and Clare,
 Maryann

Come and See

 On Sunday, April 19th, the St. Bonaventure Secular 
Franciscan Fraternity is hosting a new class of orientees. The 
gathering begins at 12 Noon in the second floor conference 
room of the Solanus Casey Center. Orientees are invited to 
remain for the fraternity gathering and social, if they wish.
 Please consider inviting even just one person to come and 
see what we are about. We are looking for practicing, dedicated 
Catholics. Invite them, and then let them decide if they want 
to pursue the Gospel way of life for themselves.
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Members of our Fraternity

Dan & Jan Atkinson
Kay Balas
Mary Lou Catino
Mary Gillen
Grabowski Family
James Heymes
Caroline Hojna & Family
Anna Marie Jezak
Gary Johnson
Donna Marie Johnston
Louis Joseph
Joyce Kaminski
Esther Kelley
Mary Klein
Lorraine Korte
Josie Lafata

Frank & Rosalie Liccardello
Patricia Long
Joseph Marra
Sophie Martin
Mabel Michaels
Hugh Montpetit
Barbara Pardington
Bob Peckham
George Pelyak
Mary Saber
James Schoenherr
Michael & Bridget Schultz
Gene Snyders
Ben Stapel
Alice Vier
Joseph Wisk

Relatives needing prayers:
Mary Ann Bridge, daughter of Connie Musial
Fr. Edward Ertzbischoff, brother of Julia
Alice Greene, sister of Hank Forys
Veronica Gulock, sister of Ilene Manning
Denise Joseph, daughter of Louis
David Kaminski, son of Joyce
Stephanie Kummer, mother of Maryann
Irene Kutchey, daughter-in-law of Julia Ertzbischoff
Rosemary Marson, sister of Ralph
Barbara Musial, daughter of Connie
Jean Nozewski, wife of Thomas
Teresa Poole, mother of Mary
Lorraine Roberts, cousin of Julia Ertzbischoff-Donohue
Sandra Woods Family

 Please help to keep our prayer list up-to-date. Call:

Jo Marie Nardi

Our Deceased
Johnathon Ertzbischoff, cousin of Julia Ertzbischoff-
Donahue, V 23 January 2015

Pray Daily
for Vocations to the

Secular Franciscan Order

 At our fraternity gathering on January 18th, Sophia 
Cisneros, OFS shared information with us about the 
Novena for Persecuted Christians. In case you were 
unable to write down the information about the novena, 
I am sharing it with you here.
 Chaldean Catholic Bishop, Francis Kalabat, is asking 
people of faith around the globe to pray for persecuted 
Christians in Iraq, Syria and the Middle East, with a 
rosary novena beginning January 25th and ending on 
February 2nd. Until very recently, there were more than a 
million Christians living in Iraq. Today there are less than 
300,000. 
 Islamic extremists have forced Christians from their 
homes. Many are now living in tents and caravans. 
Christians have been tortured and killed, beheaded and 
crucified; tens of thousands are refugees. The world seems to have forgotten them. We must not forget them. Please join 
Ave Maria Radio, The Chaldean Community of Detroit and Bishop Francis in praying the rosary novena beginning 
January 25th. Nine days of rosaries, nine days of prayer. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us.
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SERIES EVENT #2
MEET 
THE 
PANELISTS:

LOUIS BROWN, JR., 
ESQ.  
(Director, CMF CURO)

DR. NINA BRYHN, 
MD  
(Internal Medicine)

TRAVON CLIFTON 
(Producer of ”Equipped 
for Life”)

REV. CLAUDE 
ALLEN MAY 
(Pastor, Oasis of Hope 
Christian Church)  
   
 

JUDY SIMMONS 
(Director, Care Net 
Pregnancy Center 
Detroit)

MODERATOR: 
ALAN WEGIENKA 
(RLM Multicultural 
Outreach Advisory 
Committee)

A PANEL DISCUSSION 

Let’s Talk About Abortion

Sponsored by 
the St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscan Fraternity

BLACK HISTORY MONTH PANEL DISCUSSION EVENTS:

FREE OF CHARGE   •   OPEN TO ALL

www.RTL.org

SATURDAY
FEBRUARY 14
1 P.M.
THE SOLANUS CASEY CENTER
1780 MOUNT ELLIOTT ST
DETROIT, MI 48207

u TUESDAY  
FEBRUARY 3 
7 P.M.
A WOMAN’S CHOICE?
PANEL DISCUSSION

EASTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY - 
LIBRARY AUDITORIUM
G03 HALLE LIBRARY
YPSILANTI, MI 48197

u THURSDAY 
FEBRUARY 19 
7 P.M.
THE ABORTION CONTROVERSY
PANEL DISCUSSION
ST. MARY’S HOSPITAL OF MI -  
EDUCATION CENTER AUDITORIUM
800 S. WASHINGTON AVE. 
SAGINAW, MI 48601

u WEDNESDAY 
FEBRUARY 25 
7 P.M.
THE FREEDOM TO CHOOSE
PANEL DISCUSSION

EVANGEL MINISTRIES
13660 STANSBURY
DETROIT, MI 48227
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MAKE YOUR HEARTS FIRM (James 5:8)
The Lenten 2015 message of Pope Francis

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

 Lent is a time of renewal for the whole Church, for each community and every believer. Above all it is a “time of grace” (2 
Cor 6:2). God does not ask of us anything that he himself has not first given us. “We love because he first has loved us” (1 Jn 
4:19). He is not aloof from us. Each one of us has a place in his heart. He knows us by name, he cares for us and he seeks us out 
whenever we turn away from him. He is interested in each of us; his love does not allow him to be indifferent to what happens 
to us. Usually, when we are healthy and comfortable, we forget about others (something God the Father never does): we are 
unconcerned with their problems, their sufferings and the injustices they endure. Our heart grows cold. As long as I am relatively 
healthy and comfortable, I don’t think about those less well off. Today, this selfish attitude of indifference has taken on global 
proportions, to the extent that we can speak of a globalization of indifference. It is a problem which we, as Christians, need to 
confront.
 When the people of God are converted to his love, they find answers to the questions that history continually raises. One of 
the most urgent challenges which I would like to address in this Message is precisely the globalization of indifference.
 Indifference to our neighbor and to God also represents a real temptation for us Christians. Each year during Lent we need 
to hear once more the voice of the prophets who cry out and trouble our conscience.
 God is not indifferent to our world; he so loves it that he gave his Son for our salvation. In the Incarnation, in the earthly 
life, death, and resurrection of the Son of God, the gate between God and man, between heaven and earth, opens once for all. 
The Church is like the hand holding open this gate, thanks to her proclamation of God’s word, her celebration of the sacraments 
and her witness of the faith which works through love (see Gal 5:6). But the world tends to withdraw into itself and shut that 
door through which God comes into the world and the world comes to him. Hence the hand, which is the Church, must never 
be surprised if it is rejected, crushed and wounded.
 God’s people, then, need this interior renewal, lest we become indifferent and withdraw into ourselves. To further this 
renewal, I would like to propose for our reflection three biblical texts.

1. “If one member suffers, all suffer together” (1 Cor 12:26) – The Church

 The love of God breaks through that fatal withdrawal into ourselves which is indifference. The Church offers us this love 
of God by her teaching and especially by her witness. But we can only bear witness to what we ourselves have experienced. 
Christians are those who let God clothe them with goodness and mercy, with Christ, so as to become, like Christ, servants of 
God and others. This is clearly seen in the liturgy of Holy Thursday, with its rite of the washing of feet. Peter did not want Jesus 
to wash his feet, but he came to realize that Jesus does not wish to be just an example of how we should wash one another’s feet. 
Only those who have first allowed Jesus to wash their own feet can then offer this service to others. Only they have “a part” with 
him (Jn 13:8) and thus can serve others.
 Lent is a favorable time for letting Christ serve us so that we in turn may become more like him. This happens whenever we 
hear the word of God and receive the sacraments, especially the Eucharist. There we become what we receive: the Body of Christ. 
In this body there is no room for the indifference which so often seems to possess our hearts. For whoever is of Christ, belongs 
to one body, and in him we cannot be indifferent to one another. “If one part suffers, all the parts suffer with it; if one part is 
honored, all the parts share its joy” (1 Cor 12:26).
 The Church is the communio sanctorum (i.e., communion of the holy) not only because of her saints, but also because she is 
a communion in holy things: the love of God revealed to us in Christ and all his gifts. Among these gifts there is also the response 
of those who let themselves be touched by this love. In this communion of saints, in this sharing in holy things, no one possesses 
anything alone, but shares everything with others. And since we are united in God, we can do something for those who are far 
distant, those whom we could never reach on our own, because with them and for them, we ask God that all of us may be open 
to his plan of salvation.

2. “Where is your brother?” (Gen 4:9) – Parishes and Communities

 All that we have been saying about the universal Church must now be applied to the life of our parishes and communities. 
Do these ecclesial structures enable us to experience being part of one body? A body which receives and shares what God wishes 
to give? A body which acknowledges and cares for its weakest, poorest and most insignificant members? Or do we take refuge in a 
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universal love that would embrace the whole world, while failing to see the Lazarus sitting before our closed doors (Lk 16:19-31)?
 In order to receive what God gives us and to make it bear abundant fruit, we need to press beyond the boundaries of the 
visible Church in two ways.
 In the first place, by uniting ourselves in prayer with the Church in heaven. The prayers of the Church on earth establish a 
communion of mutual service and goodness which reaches up into the sight of God. Together with the saints who have found 
their fulfilment in God, we form part of that communion in which indifference is conquered by love. The Church in heaven 
is not triumphant because she has turned her back on the sufferings of the world and rejoices in splendid isolation. Rather, the 
saints already joyfully contemplate the fact that, through Jesus’ death and resurrection, they have triumphed once and for all over 
indifference, hardness of heart and hatred. Until this victory of love penetrates the whole world, the saints continue to accompany 
us on our pilgrim way. Saint Therese of Lisieux, a Doctor of the Church, expressed her conviction that the joy in heaven for the 
victory of crucified love remains incomplete as long as there is still a single man or woman on earth who suffers and cries out in 
pain: “I trust fully that I shall not remain idle in heaven; my desire is to continue to work for the Church and for souls” (Letter 
254, July 14, 1897).
 We share in the merits and joy of the saints, even as they share in our struggles and our longing for peace and reconciliation. 
Their joy in the victory of the Risen Christ gives us strength as we strive to overcome our indifference and hardness of heart.
 In the second place, every Christian community is called to go out of itself and to be engaged in the life of the greater society 
of which it is a part, especially with the poor and those who are far away. The Church is missionary by her very nature; she is not 
self-enclosed but sent out to every nation and people.
 Her mission is to bear patient witness to the One who desires to draw all creation and every man and woman to the Father. 
Her mission is to bring to all a love which cannot remain silent. The Church follows Jesus Christ along the paths that lead to 
every man and woman, to the very ends of the earth (see Acts 1:8). In each of our neighbors, then, we must see a brother or sister 
for whom Christ died and rose again. What we ourselves have received, we have received for them as well. Similarly, all that our 
brothers and sisters possess is a gift for the Church and for all humanity.
 Dear brothers and sisters, how greatly I desire that all those places where the Church is present, especially our parishes and 
our communities, may become islands of mercy in the midst of the sea of indifference!

3. “Make your hearts firm!” (James 5:8) – Individual Christians

 As individuals, too, we are tempted by indifference. Flooded with news reports and troubling images of human suffering, we 
often feel our complete inability to help. What can we do to avoid being caught up in this spiral of distress and powerlessness?
 First, we can pray in communion with the Church on earth and in heaven. Let us not underestimate the power of so many 
voices united in prayer! The 24 Hours for the Lord initiative, which I hope will be observed on 13-14 March throughout the 
Church, also at the diocesan level, is meant to be a sign of this need for prayer.
 Second, we can help by acts of charity, reaching out to both those near and far through the Church’s many charitable 
organizations. Lent is a favorable time for showing this concern for others by small yet concrete signs of our belonging to the one 
human family.
 Third, the suffering of others is a call to conversion, since their need reminds me of the uncertainty of my own life and my 
dependence on God and my brothers and sisters. If we humbly implore God’s grace and accept our own limitations, we will trust 
in the infinite possibilities which God’s love holds out to us. We will also be able to resist the diabolical temptation of thinking 
that by our own efforts we can save the world and ourselves.
 As a way of overcoming indifference and our pretensions to self-sufficiency, I would invite everyone to live this Lent as an 
opportunity for engaging in what Benedict XVI called a formation of the heart (see Deus Caritas Est, 31). A merciful heart does 
not mean a weak heart. Anyone who wishes to be merciful must have a strong and steadfast heart, closed to the tempter but open 
to God. A heart which lets itself be pierced by the Spirit so as to bring love along the roads that lead to our brothers and sisters. 
And, ultimately, a poor heart, one which realizes its own poverty and gives itself freely for others.
 During this Lent, then, brothers and sisters, let us all ask the Lord: “Fac cor nostrum secundum cor tuum”: “Make our 
hearts like yours” (Litany of the Sacred Heart of Jesus). In this way we will receive a heart which is firm and merciful, attentive 
and generous, a heart which is not closed, indifferent or prey to the globalization of indifference.
 It is my prayerful hope that this Lent will prove spiritually fruitful for each believer and every ecclesial community. I ask all 
of you to pray for me. May the Lord bless you and Our Lady keep you.
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Minister
 Maryann Kummer
Vice Minister
 Teresa Westbrook-Lienert
Treasurer
 Laura Sapian
Secretary
 Anthony Lienert
Formation Minister
 Sylvia Snigier
Councillors-at-Large:
 Patricia Cardellio
 Caroline Florescu
 Melissa Lindow
 Beverly Sapian
 Joseph Sapian
 Mary Williams
Spiritual Assistant:
 Br. Patrick McSherry

APPOINTMENTS
Infirmarian:
 Jo Marie Nardi
Continuing Formation:
 Beverly Sapian
Healing Service Coordinator:
 Melissa Lindow
Soup Kitchen Coordinator:
 Joseph Sapian
Hospitality Coordinator:
 Pat Cardellio
Annual Picnic Coordinators:
 Terry Westbrook-Lienert
 and Tony Lienert
Gospel Happenings Coordinator:
 Laura Sapian

The Poverello is published by the
St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscan Fraternity

1780 Mt. Elliott St.
Detroit, Michigan 48207

Phone: 313-579-2100, ext. 136
e-mail: OFSDetroit@gmail.com

editor: Br. Pat McSherry, OFM Cap

MAKING FRATERNITY HAPPEN

Our Fraternity gathers on the Third Sunday of every 
month. For more information, contact:
 Maryann Kummer

In addition to our monthly Fraternity gathering, some 
members also gather in a small group:
 Fr. Solanus Cell (2nd Friday, 7:30 pm):
 Mary Ann and Hugh Montpetit

FRATERNITY MINISTRY OUTREACH:
Meldrum Soup Kitchen

Usually on the 2nd Friday of each month.
&

Healing Service Social
Wednesdays at 2 PM

Soup Kitchen volunteers for February 12th

Pat Cardellio
Gloria Diehl

Stephen Haycox
Elaine Masbouth

Ona D. Moore
Mary Myler

If you are unable to volunteer at the Soup Kitchen on 
February 12th, please contact another person from the 
list below to take your place.

Javier Aguilar
Leticia Aguilar
Marguerite Brannigan
Joe Gentile
Ron and Liz Kessler
Stella Mordarski
Ray Mylenek
Sylvia Snigier
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OFSDetroit@gmail.com
http://www.sfostbonaventure-detroit.org

Join us on FACEBOOK:
St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscans

Fax et Phonum
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