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Minister’s Letter
My dear sisters and brothers,
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! May God’s peace, joy, and love reign in your heart!
I want to express my appreciation to Pat Cardellio for organizing the reception following the Christmas concert,
to Pat Cardellio, Stella Mordarski, Pat Meldrum, Ilene Maning, Caroline Florescu, Ron and Liz Kessler for
assisting with the set up and clean up for the reception, to Liz Kessler for preparing the delicious taco dip, and
to everyone who brought food for the reception, and to Javier Aguilar and Br. Pat for taking pictures during the
concert and reception. The choir members, their family and friends, and all of our guests were impressed with the
incredible banquet we prepared for them.
If you have not already done so, please remember to mail in your FAIR SHARE contribution before December
st
31 . If you have already mailed in your payment, thank you very much.

Reflection
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

– John 3:16

The Christmas season is a time to celebrate the gift of God’s unconditional love for us and his desire to be in
relationship with us. Because of our heavenly Father’s great love for us, he freely chose send his only begotten
Son who humbled himself to take on our human nature to have a personal, intimate relationship with us. Jesus,
the greatest gift of the Father’s love, came into the world to show us the Father’s love and to teach us a new way
to live and love each other.
Beloved, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.
No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another,
God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.

– 1 John 4:11-12

Like the shepherds who witnessed the Incarnation of God and shared the good news with great joy, we too, are
“to go forth as witnesses and instruments of her (Church) mission among all people, proclaiming Christ by their
life and words.” (OFS Rule, 6) We who have experienced God’s love must go forth and make his love visible to all
those we encounter through a smile, a kind word, a listening ear, a shoulder to lean on, and other acts of kindness.
The love in our hearts is not meant to be kept there. We are to freely share love with others.

The story of the Christmas Crib at Greccio by Brother Thomas of Celano
His (Francis’) highest aim, foremost desire, and greatest intention was to pay heed to the holy gospel at all
times and through all things, to follow the teaching of our Lord Jesus Christ and retrace his footsteps completely
with all vigilance and all zeal, all the desire of his soul and all the fervor of his heart.
Francis used to recall with regular meditation the words of Christ and recollect his deeds with most attentive
perception. Indeed, so thoroughly did the humility of the Incarnation and the charity of the Passion occupy his
memory that he scarcely wanted to think of anything else.
We should note then, as matter of worthy of memory and something to be recalled with reverence, what he
did, three years prior to his death, at the town of Greccio, on the birthday of our Lord Jesus Christ. There was a
certain man in that area named John who had a good reputation but an even better manner of life. Blessed Francis
loved him with special affection, since, despite being a noble in the land and very honored in human society, he
had trampled the nobility of the flesh under his feet and pursued instead the nobility of the spirit. As usual, blessed
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Francis had John summoned to him some fifteen days prior to the birthday of the Lord. “If you desire to celebrate
the coming feast of the Lord together at Greccio,” he said to him, “hurry before me and carefully make ready the
things I tell you. For I wish to enact the memory of that babe who was born in Bethlehem: to see as much as is
possible with my own bodily eyes the discomfort of his infant needs, how he lay in a manger, and how, with an ox
and ass standing by, he rested on hay.” Once the good and faithful man had heard Francis’ word, he ran quickly
and prepared in that place all the things that the holy man had requested.
Finally, the day of joy has drawn near, the time of exultation has come. From many different places the brothers
have been called. As they could, the men and women of that land with exultant hearts prepare candles and torches
to light up that night whose shining star has enlightened every day and year. Finally, the holy man of God comes
and, finding all things prepared, he saw them and was glad. Indeed, the manger is prepared, the hay is carried in,
and the ox and ass are led to the spot. There simplicity is given a place of honor, poverty is exalted, humility is
commended, and out of Greccio is made a new Bethlehem. The night is lit up like day, delighting both man and
beast. The people arrive, ecstatic at this new mystery of new joy. The forest amplifies the cries and the boulders
echo back the joyful crowd. The brothers sing, giving God due praise, and the whole night abounds with jubilation.
The holy man of God stands before the manger, filled with heartfelt sighs, contrite in his piety, and overcome with
wondrous joy. Over the manger the solemnities of the Mass are celebrated and the priest enjoy a new consolation.
The holy man of God is dressed in the vestments of a deacon, since he was a deacon, and with full voice sings
the holy gospel. Here is his voice: a powerful voice, a pleasant voice, a clear voice, a musical voice, inviting all
to the highest of gifts. Then he preaches to the people standing around him and pours forth sweet honey about
the birth of the poor King and the poor city of Bethlehem. Moreover, burning with excessive love, he often calls
Christ the “babe from Bethlehem” whenever he means to call him Jesus. Saying the word “Bethlehem” in the
manner of a bleating sheep, he fills his whole mouth with sound but even more with sweet affection. He seems to
lick his lips whenever he uses the expressions “Jesus” or “babe from Bethlehem,” tasting the word on his happy
palate and savoring the sweetness of the word. The gifts of the Almighty are multiplied there and a virtuous man
sees a wondrous vision. For the man saw a little child lying lifeless in the manger and he saw the holy man of God
approach the child and waken him from a deep sleep. Nor is this vision unfitting, since in the hearts of many the
child Jesus has been given over to oblivion. Now he is awakened and impressed on their loving memory by his
own grace through his holy servant Francis. At length, the night’s solemnities draw to a close and everyone went
home with joy.

Standing at the Gates of the New Year
Sacred Mystery, waiting on the threshold of this new year,
you open the gates and beckon to me: Come! Come!
Be not wary of what awaits you as you enter the unknown terrain,
be not doubtful of your ability to grow from its joys and sorrows.
For I am with you. I will be your Guide.
I will be your Protector. You will never be alone.
Guardian of this new year, I set aside my fears, worries, and concerns.
I open my life to mystery, to beauty, to hospitality, to questions,
to the endless opportunity of discovering you in my relationships,
and to all the silent wisps of wonder that will draw me to your heart.
I welcome your unfailing Presence and walk with hope into this new year.

– Joyce Rupp, from her book Out of the Ordinary

I wish you and your family a joyous and blessed Christmas season and abundant blessings in the New Year.
Your sister in Ss. Francis and Clare,
maryann
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Our Deceased
Nona Mary Hebert, V 2 December 2014
Ann Forys, mother of Hank, V 21 December 2014
Members of our Fraternity
Dan & Jan Atkinson
Kay Balas
Mary Lou Catino
Mary Gillen
Grabowski Family
James Heymes
Caroline Hojna & Family
Anna Marie Jezak
Gary Johnson
Donna Marie Johnston
Louis Joseph
Joyce Kaminski
Esther Kelley
Mary Klein
Lorraine Korte
Josie Lafata

Frank & Rosalie Liccardello
Patricia Long
Joseph Marra
Sophie Martin
Mabel Michaels
Hugh Montpetit
Barbara Pardington
Bob Peckham
George Pelyak
Mary Saber
James Schoenherr
Michael & Bridget Schultz
Gene Snyders
Ben Stapel
Alice Vier
Joseph Wisk

Relatives needing prayers:
Mary Ann Bridge, daughter of Connie Musial
Kate Comizio, sister of Br. Pat
Fr. Edward Ertzbischoff, brother of Julia
Alice Greene, sister of Hank Forys
Veronica Gulock, sister of Ilene Manning
Denise Joseph, daughter of Louis
David Kaminski, son of Joyce
Stephanie Kummer, mother of Maryann
Irene Kutchey, daughter-in-law of Julia Ertzbischoff
Rosemary Marson, sister of Ralph
Barbara Musial, daughter of Connie
Vance Nardi, sister-in-law of Jo Marie
Jean Nozewski, wife of Thomas
Teresa Poole, mother of Mary
Sandra Woods Family
Please help to keep our prayer list up-to-date. Call:

Jo Marie Nardi

In the United States,
January 22nd is a Day of Prayer
for the Legal Protection of the Unborn
Pray!
Volunteers needed at the
Capuchin Service Center
Mark your calendars!
bring a relative, friend, student
— the more the merrier!
January 24 - 9 a.m. to noon
February 21 - 9 a.m. to noon
April 25 - 9 a.m. to noon

Pray Daily
for Vocations to the
Secular Franciscan Order
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Capuchin Service Center
6333 Medbury
Detroit, MI 48211
any questions: Eileen Smith
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Panel Discussion on Abortion

St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscan Fraternity will be co-sponsoring with Right-to-Life of Michigan an abortion
panel discussion on Saturday, February 14, 2015 from 1 pm to 3 pm in the dining room of the Solanus Casey
Center. The panel discussion will focus especially on abortion in the African American community.
Panelists include:
Louis Brown, Jr (attorney) - practicing Catholic
Travon Clifton (conceived in rape)
Dr. Nina Bryhn, MD (physician) - practicing Catholic
Pastor Claude Allen May - (Oasis of Hope Christian Church)
Judy Simmons - (Director of CareNet Detroit)
The moderator will be Alan Wiegienka (RLM Multicultural Outreach Advisory Committee) - practicing Catholic
You can express your support by:
a) your attendance, bring a friend
b) bring cookies or some finger food
c) spread the word to your family, parish, young people in your life.
If you have any questions that you would like included in the panel discussion, please send them beforehand
to Eileen Smith.

2014 Christmas Concert
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January
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

MARY,
Mother of God
Holy Day
of Obligation

4

5

EPIPHANY

BD:
Daniel McBride

Proper

6

St. Angela
of Foligno, OFS
BD:
Gary Johnson

Pss Wk 2

11
BAPTISM
of the
LORD

12

7

13

14

Week 1 of
Ordinary Time
Pss Wk 1

Proper

18

19

20

21

Bl. Marcellus
Ordinary Time
Spinola, OFS Bishop
Week II
Pss Wk 2

OFS Gathering
12 - Formation
1:30 - Gathering

25

Ordinary Time
Week III
Pss Wk 3

BD:
Tom Nozewski
Paul Catrow

10

BD:
John Bodell
Tony Lienert

27

St. Angela
Merici, OFS

28

BD:
Beverly Hanus

Saturday

2

Bl. Ortolana,
Mother of St. Clare

10

Meldrum
Soup Kitchen:
10:30-1:00

Bl. Pope
Gregory X, OFS
Bl. Mamma Rosa,
OFS
BD:
Mary Lou Catino
Bridget Schultz

Bl. James of
Castelpieve, OFS
BD:
Natalie Grabowski

Bl. Joseph Anthony
Tovini, OFS

22

23

29

Holy Name
of Jesus

9

16

Bl. Manuel
Domingo y Sol,
OFS
Bl. Boleslawa
Lament, OFS

3

BD:
Alice Vier
Jeanine Ward

15

St. Vincent
Pallotti, OFS
Bl. Ladislaus
Batthyány
Strattmann, OFS
Bl. Joseph
Nascimbene, OFS

BD:
Gloria
Longueuil

26

8

Friday

17

24

OFS Volunteers
Bl. Paula
Gambara Costa, OFS Capuchin Service
Center
9am - noon

30

St. Hyacinth
Marescotti, OFS
BD:
Kathleen Lang
Patricia Vail

31

St. John Bosco, OFS
BD:
Stephen Garcia
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Fax et Phonum
Minister
Maryann Kummer
Vice Minister
Teresa Westbrook-Lienert
Treasurer
Laura Sapian
Secretary
Anthony Lienert
Formation Minister
Sylvia Snigier
Councillors-at-Large:
Patricia Cardellio
Caroline Florescu
Melissa Lindow
Beverly Sapian
Joseph Sapian
Mary Williams
Spiritual Assistant:
Br. Patrick McSherry
APPOINTMENTS
Infirmarian:
Jo Marie Nardi
Continuing Formation:
Beverly Sapian
Healing Service Coordinator:
Melissa Lindow
Soup Kitchen Coordinator:
Joseph Sapian
Hospitality Coordinator:
Pat Cardellio
Annual Picnic Coordinators:
Terry Westbrook-Lienert
and Tony Lienert4
Gospel Happenings Coordinator:
Laura Sapian

The Poverello is published by the
St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscan Fraternity
1780 Mt. Elliott St.
Detroit, Michigan 48207
Phone: 313-579-2100, ext. 136
e-mail: OFSDetroit@gmail.com
editor: Br. Pat McSherry, OFM Cap
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MAKING FRATERNITY HAPPEN
Our Fraternity gathers on the Third Sunday of every
month. For more information, contact:
Maryann Kummer
In addition to our monthly Fraternity gathering, some
members also gather in a small group:

Fr. Solanus Cell (2nd Friday, 7:30 pm):

Mary Ann and Hugh Montpetit

FRATERNITY MINISTRY OUTREACH:
Meldrum Soup Kitchen
Usually on the 2nd Friday of each month.
&
Healing Service Social
Wednesdays at 2 PM

Soup Kitchen volunteers for January 9th
Mary Myler
Ona D. Moore
Marguerite Brannigan
Sylvia Snigier
Pat Cardellio
Joe Sapian
If you are unable to volunteer at the Soup Kitchen
on January 9, please contact another person from the
list below to take your place.
Ron and Liz Kessler
Leticia Aguilar
Stella Mordarski
Stephen Haycox
Javier Aguilar
Ray Mylenek
Joe Gentile

OFSDetroit@gmail.com
http://www.sfostbonaventure-detroit.org
Join us on FACEBOOK:
St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscans
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