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“Brother Sun” by David von Braun

Minister’s Letter
My dear sisters and brothers,
May God’s peace and joy be with you!
At our fraternity gathering on June 14, we held our Chapter of Affairs and welcomed Paula Jerzy, Leon Poli,
and Mary Krempasky our fraternity. Welcome Paula, Leon, and Mary!
Please invite your family and friends to attend our fraternity picnic on Sunday, July 19 from 12 Noon- to 4:00
p.m. at Shelter 2 on Belle Isle.
Please note that this issue of the Poverello is a joint issue for July and August since Br. Pat will be away from
mid-July through mid-August.

Reflection
Trusting in the Father, Christ chose for himself and his mother a poor and humble life, even though
he valued created things attentively and lovingly. Let the Secular Franciscans seek a proper spirit of
detachment from temporal goods by simplifying their own material needs. Let them be mindful that
according to the Gospel they are stewards of the goods received for the benefit of God’s children.
– OFS Rule, 11

Moreover they should respect all creature, animate and inanimate, which “bear the imprint of
the Most High,” and they should strive to move from the temptation of exploiting creation to the
Franciscan concept of universal kinship.
– OFS Rule, 18

In reading Pope Francis’ newest encyclical letter, Laudato Si’, on Care for our Common Home, I found the
encyclical to be informative, thought provoking, challenging and extremely pertinent to our Secular Franciscan
way of life. I hope that in reading the excerpts below you will feel motivated to read the entire text of Pope Francis’
encyclical letter.
1.“Laudato si’, mi’ Signore” – “Praise be to you, my Lord”. In the words of this beautiful canticle, St.
Francis of Assisi reminds us that our common home is like a sister with whom we share our life and a
beautiful mother who opens her arms to embrace us. “Praise be to you, my Lord, through our Sister, Mother
Earth, who sustains and governs us, and who produces various fruit with colored flowers and herbs.”
2. This sister now cries out to us because of the harm we have inflicted on her by our irresponsible use and
abuse of the goods with which God has endowed her. We have come to ourselves as her lords and masters,
entitled to plunder her at will. The violence present in our hearts, wounded by sin, is also reflected in the
symptoms of sickness evident in the soil, in the water, in the air and in all forms of life. This is why the earth
herself, burdened and laid waste, is among the most abandoned and maltreated of our poor; she “groans
in travail” (Romans 8.22). We have forgotten that we are ourselves are dust of the earth (see Genesis 2.7);
our very bodies are made up of her elements, we breathe her air and we receive life and refreshment from
her waters.”
Saint Francis of Assisi
10. I do not want to write this encyclical without turning to that attractive and compelling figure whose
name I took as my guide and inspiration when I was elected as Bishop of Rome. I believe that Saint Francis
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is the example par excellence of care for the vulnerable and of an integral ecology lived out joyfully and
authentically. He is the patron saint of all who study and work in the area of ecology, and he is also much
loved by non-Christians. He was particularly concerned for God’s creation and for the poor and outcast. He
loved, and was deeply loved for his joy, his generous self-giving, his open-heartedness. He was a mystic
and a pilgrim who lived in simplicity and in wonderful harmony with God, with others, with nature and
with himself. He shows us just how inseparable is the bond between concern for nature, justice for the
poor, commitment to society and interior peace.
11. Francis helps us to see that an integral ecology calls for openness to categories which transcend the
language of mathematics and biology, and take us to the heart of what it is to be human. Just as happens when
we fall in love with someone, whenever he would gaze at the sun, the moon or the smallest of animals, he
burst into song, drawing all other creatures into his praise. He communed with all creation, even preaching
to the flowers, inviting them “to praise the Lord”, just as if they were endowed with reason. His response
to the world around him was so much more than intellectual appreciation or economic calculus, for to him
each and every creature was a sister united to him by bonds of affection. That is why he felt called to care
for all that exists. His disciple Saint Bonaventure tells us that, “from a reflection on the primary source of
all things, filled with even more abundant piety, he would call creatures, no matter how small, by the name
of ‘brother’ or ‘sister’.” Such a conviction cannot be written off as naive romanticism, for it affects the
choices which determine our behavior. If we approach nature and the environment without this openness
to awe and wonder, if we no longer speak the language of fraternity and beauty in our relationship with
the world, our attitude will be that of masters, consumers, ruthless exploiters, unable to set limits on their
immediate needs. By contrast, if we feel intimately united with all that exists, then sobriety and care will
well up spontaneously. The poverty and austerity of Saint Francis were no mere veneer of asceticism, but
something much more radical: a refusal to turn reality into an object simply to be used and controlled.
12. What is more, Saint Francis, faithful to Scripture, invites us to see nature as a magnificent book in which
God speaks to us and grants us a glimpse of his infinite beauty and goodness. “Through the greatness and
the beauty of creatures one comes to know by analogy their maker” (Wisdom 13.5); indeed, “his eternal
power and divinity have been made known through his works since the creation of the world” (Romans
1.20). For this reason, Francis asked that part of the friary garden always be left untouched, so that wild
flowers and herbs could grow there, and those who saw them could raise their minds to God, the creator
of such beauty. Rather than a problem to be solved, the world is a joyful mystery to be contemplated with
gladness and praise.
13. The urgent challenge to protect our common home includes a concern to bring the whole human family
together to seek a sustainable and integral development, for we know that things can change. The Creator
does not abandon us; he never forsakes his loving plan or repents of having created us….”
160. What kind of world do we want to leave to those who come after us, to children who are now growing
up? This question does not have to do with the environment alone and in isolation; the issue cannot be
approached piecemeal. When we ask ourselves what kind of world we want to leave behind, we think in
the first place of its general direction, its meaning and its values. Unless we struggle with these deeper
issues, I do not believe that our concern for ecology will produce significant results. But if those issues
are courageously faced, we are led inexorably to ask other pointed questions: What is the purpose of our
life in this world? Why are we here? What is the goal of our work and all our efforts? What need does
the earth have of us? It is no longer enough, then, simply to state that we should be concerned for future
generations. We need to see that what is at stake is our own dignity. Leaving an inhabitable planet to future
generations is, first and foremost, up to us. The issue is one which dramatically affects us, for it has to do
with the ultimate meaning of our earthly sojourn.
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209. An awareness of the gravity of today’s cultural and ecological crisis must be translated into new habits.
Many people know that our current progress and the mere amassing of things and pleasures are not enough
to give meaning and joy to the human heart, yet they feel unable to give up what the market sets before
them. In those countries which should be making the greatest changes in consumer habits, young people
have a new ecological sensitivity and a generous spirit, and some of them are making admirable efforts to
protect the environment. At the same time, they have grown up in a milieu of extreme consumerism and
affluence which makes it difficult to develop other habits. We are faced with an educational challenge.
210. Environmental education has broadened its goals. Whereas in the beginning it was mainly centered
on scientific information, consciousness-raising and the prevention of environmental risks, it tends now
to include a critique of the “myths” of a modernity grounded in a utilitarian mind-set (individualism,
unlimited progress, competition, consumerism, the market without rules). It seeks also to restore the various
levels of ecological equilibrium, establishing harmony within ourselves, with others, with nature and other
living creatures, and with God. Environmental education should facilitate making that leap towards the
transcendent which gives ecological ethics its deepest meaning. It needs educators capable of developing
an ethics of ecology, and helping people, through effective pedagogy, to grow in solidarity, responsibility
and compassionate care.
211. Yet this education, aimed at creating an “ecological citizenship,” is at times limited to providing
information, and fails to instill good habits. The existence of laws and regulations is insufficient in the
long run to curb bad conduct, even when effective means of enforcement are present. If the laws are to
bring about significant, long-lasting effects, the majority of the members of society must be adequately
motivated to accept them, and personally transformed to respond. Only by cultivating sound virtues will
people be able to make a selfless ecological commitment. A person who could afford to spend and consume
more but regularly uses less heating and wears warmer clothes, shows the kind of convictions and attitudes
which help to protect the environment. There is a nobility in the duty to care for creation through little
daily actions, and it is wonderful how education can bring about real changes in lifestyle. Education in
environmental responsibility can encourage ways of acting which directly and significantly affect the
world around us, such as avoiding the use of plastic and paper, reducing water consumption, separating
refuse, cooking only what can reasonably be consumed, showing care for other living beings, using public
transport or car-pooling, planting trees, turning off unnecessary lights, or any number of other practices.
All of these reflect a generous and worthy creativity which brings out the best in human beings. Reusing
something instead of immediately discarding it, when done for the right reasons, can be an act of love
which expresses our own dignity.
212. We must not think that these efforts are not going to change the world. They benefit society, often
unbeknown to us, for they call forth a goodness which, albeit unseen, inevitably tends to spread. Furthermore,
such actions can restore our sense of self-esteem; they can enable us to live more fully and to feel that life
on earth is worthwhile.
222. Christian spirituality proposes an alternative understanding of the quality of life, and encourages a
prophetic and contemplative lifestyle, one capable of deep enjoyment free of the obsession with consumption.
We need to take up an ancient lesson, found in different religious traditions and also in the Bible. It is the
conviction that “less is more”. A constant flood of new consumer goods can baffle the heart and prevent
us from cherishing each thing and each moment. To be serenely present to each reality, however small it
may be, opens us to much greater horizons of understanding and personal fulfillment. Christian spirituality
proposes a growth marked by moderation and the capacity to be happy with little. It is a return to that
simplicity which allows us to stop and appreciate the small things, to be grateful for the opportunities which
life affords us, to be spiritually detached from what we possess, and not to succumb to sadness for what we
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lack. This implies avoiding the dynamic of dominion and the mere accumulation of pleasures.
246.

A PRAYER FOR OUR EARTH

All-powerful God,
you are present in the whole universe and in the smallest of your creatures.
You embrace with your tenderness all that exists.
Pour out upon us the power of your love, that we may protect life and beauty.
Fill us with peace, that we may live as brothers and sisters, harming no one.
O God of the poor, help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth,
so precious in your eyes.
Bring healing to our lives, that we may protect the world and not prey on it,
that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction.
Touch the hearts of those who look only for gain at the expense of the poor and the earth.
Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, to be filled with awe and contemplation,
to recognize that we are profoundly united with every creature
as we journey towards your infinite light.
We thank you for being with us each day.
Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle for justice, love and peace.
Wishing you a relaxing and safe 4th of July! Looking forward to seeing you at our fraternity picnic on July 19.
Your sister in Ss. Francis and Clare,
Maryann

COME AND SEE
On Sunday, September 20, the St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscan
Fraternity is hosting a new class of orientees. The gathering begins at 12
Noon in the second floor conference room of the Solanus Casey Center.
Orientees are invited to remain for the fraternity gathering and social, if
they wish.
Please consider inviting even just one person to come and see what
we are about. We are looking for practicing, dedicated Catholics. Invite
them, and let them decide if they want to pursue the Gospel way of life
for themselves.

Humility is not thinking less of yourself,
it’s thinking of yourself less.
The Poverello, July-August 2015
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Our Deceased

Gina Rizzo, V 20 June 2015

JULY

Members of our Fraternity
Dan & Jan Atkinson
Kay Balas
Mary Lou Catino
Mary Gillen
Grabowski Family
James Heymes
Caroline Hojna & Family
Anna Marie Jezak
Gary Johnson
Donna Marie Johnston
Louis Joseph
Joyce Kaminski
Esther Kelley
Mary Klein
Lorraine Korte
Josie Lafata

Frank & Rosalie Liccardello
Tomny Lienert
Patricia Long
Joseph Marra
Mabel Michaels
Hugh Montpetit
Barbara Pardington
Bob Peckham
George Pelyak
Tom Ricard
Mary Saber
James Schoenherr
Mike & Bridget Schultz
Gene Snyders
Ben Stapel
Alice Vier
Joseph Wisk

Relatives needing prayers:
Mary Ann Bridge, daughter of Connie Musial
Kate Comizio, sister of Br. Pat
Fr. Edward Ertzbischoff, brother of Julia
Caroline and Peter DeLuca,
grandchildren of Marguerite Brannigan
Alice Greene, sister of Hank Forys
Veronica Gulock, sister of Ilene Manning
Denise Joseph, daughter of Louis
David Kaminski, son of Joyce
Stephanie Kummer, mother of Maryann
Irene Kutchey, daughter-in-law of Julia Ertzbischoff
Ilene Manning and family
Jean Nozewski, wife of Thomas
Teresa Poole, mother of Mary
Lorraine Roberts, cousin of Julia Ertzbischoff-Donohue
Barbara Sienkiewicz, daughter of Connie Musial
Nellie Westbrook, mother of Theresa
Sandra Woods Family
Please help to keep our prayer list up-to-date. Call:

Jo Marie Nardi
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1....... Daniel Atkinson
4....... Victoria Valdez
6....... Sophia Cisneros
7....... William Haas
Ona Harris-Wilson
9....... Joyce Kaminski
11...... Anthony Cerroni
15..... John Gillen
16..... Louis Joseph
22..... Beverly Sapian
Mack Betts
24..... Barbara Pardington
AUGUST
5....... Michael Schultz
9....... Anna Tyler
13..... Janet Atkinson
14..... Helen Moroz
16..... Rosemarie Kraski
17..... Joanne Marshall
22..... Mary Poole
James Schoenherr
24..... Joe Boland
25..... Patricia Munafo
27..... Mary Gillen
29..... Daniel Marotta
30..... Marilyn Ricard
31..... Josephine Lafata

Pray Daily
for Vocations to the
Secular Franciscan
Order
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S T. B O N AV E N T U R E F R AT E R N I T Y A N N U A L P I C N I C
Sunday, July 19, 2015
12 Noon – 4:00 p.m.
S h e l t e r 2 on Be l l e Is l e
Food will be available beginning at 1:00 p.m.

All members of the St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscan Fraternity, their families and friends are cordially
invited to attend our annual fraternity picnic. An invitation has been extended to the young ladies of the St. Clare
Society and their families. In order to ensure that we have enough hot dogs and buns, please RSVP no later
than Wednesday, July 8 by calling 313-579-2100, ext. 136 and leave a message with your name, the food or
beverages you plan to bring, the number of your guests, and if you are able to assist with the set up before and/or
the clean up after the picnic.
We need volunteers to assist with the set up at 11:00 a.m. Terry Westbrook-Lienert is planning to arrive at
the shelter at 9:00 a.m. on July 19. Hot dogs and buns will be provided. If you plan to bring a dish that contains
mayonnaise or cream, please remember to pack it in ice to prevent spoilage. Even though there are some picnic
tables under the shelter, you may want to bring your own lawn chair.
PLEASE NOTE: The Michigan Department of Natural Resources, which is responsible for the maintenance
of Belle Isle, now requires cars to have a recreational car pass to enter Belle Isle. After you enter the Isle,
you will see a booth displaying a sign that reads: Purchase Recreational Pass Here. There is a road to the
left and to the right of the booth. If you have already purchased a recreational pass when you renewed your
driver’s license, please by-pass the booth, driving to the left of it. If you have not purchased a recreational
pass, please drive toward the right and purchase a recreational pass at the booth. The cost of the pass is
$11.00.
The Poverello, July-August 2015		
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Chapter pRAYER
Please join me in praying the following prayer daily that our fraternity will experience a Spirit-filled election
process.
Lord, you know me even better than I know myself.
Therefore, I come to you in that same spirit
as our Father Francis and Mother Clare
to know how I can respond
to the many needs of our Fraternity.
I pray with Francis:
“All high, glorious God
cast your light into the darkness of my heart.
Lord, give me right faith, firm hope,
perfect charity, profound humility,
wisdom and insight
so that I may do what is truly your holy will.”
NEXT STEPS
During the next two months, please pray to discern whether or not you are able and willing to be nominated
for a leadership position. If you have any questions about serving on the Leadership Council or have any questions
about a specific position, please contact any member of the Leadership Council.
At our August fraternity gathering, you will be asked to nominate individuals for the various leadership
positions.
Please keep in mind:
• You may not nominate yourself.
• If you intend to nominate someone, please ask that person before the August fraternity gathering if they
are willing to have their name placed in nomination.
A photo of each candidate, a brief statement about the nominee, their past service to the fraternity, and their
reason for serving on the leadership council will be published in the October Poverello.

PLEASE NOTE ON YOUR CALENDAR:
Our Chapter of Elections will be held on Sunday, October 18th
beginning at 11:00 a.m.
Two more Secular Franciscan Saintly Spouses
On Saturday, June 27th, in the Consistory Hall of the Vatican
Apostolic Palace, Pope Francis will preside at the ordinary public
consistory to announce his decision to canonize the French
Secular Franciscan spouses, Louis Martin (1823-1894) and
Marie-Azelie Guerin (1831-1877), parents of Carmelite Saint
Thérèse of Lisieux. Their feast is kept on July 12.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

2

Friday

Saturday

3

Bl. Ignatius (Nazju)
Falzon, OFS

INDEPENDENCE
DAY

BD: Dan Atkinson

5
Ordinary Time
Week 14
Pss Wk 2

12
Ordinary Time
Week 15
Pss Wk 3

6
BD: Sophia
Cisneros

7
Bl. Oddino Barotti,
OFS

9
BD: Joyce
Kaminski

BD: William Haas
& Ona HarrisWilson

13

14

Bl. Angelina
of Marsciano, TOR

Bb. Louis Martin and
Marie Zélie Guérin,
OFS Spouses

19

BD: Victoria
Valdez

8
The Chinese Martyrs,
OFS & OFM

20

21

Ordinary Time
Week 16
Pss Wk 4

15

16

Solemnity of
St. Bonaventure
of Bagnoregio

St. Mary Magdalene
Postel, TOFR

BD: John Gillen

BD: Louis Joseph

22
BD: Bev Sapian
& Mack Betts

4

23
St. Bridget of Sweden,
OFS

10
Meldrum
Soup Kitchen:
10:30-1:00

11
BD: Anthony
Cerroni
10 AM
Leadership
Council Meeting

17

18

24

25

BD: Barbara
Pardington

OFS ANNUAL
PICNIC
12 - 4 pm
Belle Isle
Shelter 2

26
Ordinary Time
Week 17
Pss Wk 1

28

27

St. Alphonsa
Muttathupadathu.
TOFR
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29

30

31

1
10 AM
Leadership
Council Meeting
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
Bl. Martín
Gómez,
OFS Martyr

10 AM
Leadership
Council Meeting

2

3

Ordinary Time
Week 18
Pss Wk 2

St. Peter Julian
Eymard, OFS
& Bl. Ceferino
Giménez Malla,
OFS Martyr

Feast of
Our Lady of Angels
at the
Porziuncola

9

10

BD: Anna Tyler

BD: Rosemarie
Kraski
Ordinary Time
Week 20
Pss Wk 4

St. Jean-Marie
Vianney, OFS

5

6

8

7
Meldrum
Soup Kitchen:
10:30-1:00

Bl. Francis of Pesaro,
OFS

Our Holy Father
St. Dominic

BD: Michael
Schultz

11

12

Our Holy Mother
St. Clare

Ordinary Time
Week 19
Pss Wk 3

16

4

13
Bl. Novellone
of Faenza, OFS
& Bl. Dulce
Lopez Pontes, OFS

14

15

BD: Helen Moroz

BD: Janet
Atkinson

17

18

St. Beatrice Menezes
de Sylva, OFS

Bl. Sancja Jane
Szymkowiak, TOFR

19

20

21
St. Pius X, OFS

22
BD: Mary Poole
& James
Schoenherr

BD: Joanne
Marshall

OFS Gathering
12 - Formation
1:30 - Everyone

23
Ordinary Time
Week 21
Pss Wk 1
Week 22
Pss Wk 2

30

BD: Marilyn
Ricard

10

24
St. Louis IX, OFS
BD: Joe Boland

25
BD: Patricia
Munafo

26

27
BD: Mary Gillen

28

29
BD: Dan
Marotta

31
BD: Josephine
Lafata
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Fax et Phonum
Minister
Maryann Kummer
Vice Minister
Teresa Westbrook-Lienert
Treasurer
Laura Sapian
Secretary
Anthony Lienert
Formation Minister
Sylvia Snigier
Councillors-at-Large:
Patricia Cardellio
Caroline Florescu
Melissa Lindow
Beverly Sapian
Joseph Sapian
Mary Williams
Spiritual Assistant:
Br. Patrick McSherry
APPOINTMENTS
Infirmarian:
Jo Marie Nardi
Continuing Formation:
Beverly Sapian
Healing Service Coordinator:
Melissa Lindow
Soup Kitchen Coordinator:
Joseph Sapian
Hospitality Coordinator:
Pat Cardellio
Annual Picnic Coordinators:
Terry Westbrook-Lienert
and Tony Lienert
Gospel Happenings Coordinator:
Laura Sapian

The Poverello is published by the
St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscan Fraternity
1780 Mt. Elliott St.
Detroit, Michigan 48207
Phone: 313-579-2100, ext. 136
e-mail: OFSDetroit@gmail.com
editor: Br. Pat McSherry, OFM Cap
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MAKING FRATERNITY HAPPEN
Our Fraternity gathers on the Third Sunday of every
month. For more information, contact:
Maryann Kummer
In addition to our monthly Fraternity gathering, some
members also gather in a small group:

Fr. Solanus Cell (2nd Friday, 7:30 pm):

Mary Ann and Hugh Montpetit

FRATERNITY MINISTRY OUTREACH:
Meldrum Soup Kitchen
Usually on the 2nd Friday of each month.
&
Healing Service Social
Wednesdays at 2 PM

Soup Kitchen volunteers for July 10th
Jacqueline Hale
Dorothy Stapel
Letty Aguilar
Ona D. Moore
Jeanine Ward
Laura Sapian
If you are unable to volunteer at the Soup Kitchen on
July 10th, please contact another person from the list
below to take your place.
Marguerite Brannigan
Stella Mordarski
Javier Aguilar
Ray Mylenek
Ron & Liz Kessler
Stephen Haycox

OFSDetroit@gmail.com
http://www.sfostbonaventure-detroit.org
Join us on FACEBOOK:
St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscans
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