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Minister’s Letter
My dear sisters and brothers,
May God grant you peace!
At our fraternity gathering held on May 17, Dan McBride was welcomed into our fraternity. Welcome, Dan!
As has been our custom in past years, our June fraternity gathering will be held on the second Sunday of the
month – June 14 – to avoid a conflict with Fathers’ Day which falls on the third Sunday of June.
At our fraternity gathering on Sunday, June 14, the elected members of the Leadership Team will give an
accounting of their service during the past year. A copy of their written Chapter reports will be mailed to you prior
to the fraternity gathering. In order to make the best use of our time on June 14, I encourage you to read the reports
and prepare any questions you may have before coming to the fraternity gathering. Please make every effort to
attend this important meeting.
Please note on your calendar: our annual fraternity picnic will be held on Sunday, July 19 at 1:30 p.m. on Belle
Isle. More information about the picnic will be available in the July Poverello.
If you would be interested in a Women’s Weekend Retreat at the Capuchin Retreat Center in Washington,
Michigan, please leave a message on the OFS Office voice mail – 313-579-2100, ext. 136 by June 15. Weekend
retreats begin at 7:00 p.m. on Friday and conclude about 1:00 p.m. on Sunday. As soon as I learn who is interested
in attending a retreat, I will contact you with possible retreat dates.

REFLECTION
While they were eating, he took bread, said the blessing, broke it, gave it to them, and said, “Take
it; this is my body.” Then he took a cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, and they all drank from it.
He said to them, “This is my blood of the covenant, which will be shed for many” (Mark 14:22-26).
How earnestly I tell you this – anyone who believes in me already has eternal life! Yes, I am the
bread of life! When your fathers in the wilderness ate bread from the skies, they all died. But the
bread from heaven gives eternal life to everyone who eats it. I am that living bread that came down
from heaven. Anyone eating this bread shall live forever; this bread my flesh given to redeem
humanity (John 6:47-51).
As he revealed himself to the holy apostles in true flesh, so he reveals himself to us now in sacred
bread. And as they saw only his flesh by an insight of their flesh, yet believed that he was God as
they contemplated him with their spiritual eyes, let us, as we see bread and wine with our bodily
eyes, see and firmly believe that they are his most holy body and blood living and true (St. Francis
of Assisi, Admonition I).
Secular Franciscans, therefore, should seek to encounter the living and active person of Christ in
their brothers and sisters, in Sacred Scripture, in the Church, and in liturgical activity. The faith of
St. Francis, who often said, “I see nothing bodily of the Most High Son of God in this world except
his most holy body.”
The Eucharist is the center of the life of the Church. Christ unites us to himself and to one another
as a single body in it. Therefore, the Eucharist should be the center of the life of the fraternity. The
brothers and sisters should participate in the Eucharist as frequently as possible, being mindful of
the respect and love shown by Francis, who, in the Eucharist, lived all the mysteries of the life of
Christ (OFS General Constitutions, Art. 14.2).
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The following excerpts are from a homily given by Pope Francis on the feast of Corpus Christi in 2013 at the
Basilica of St. John Lateran.
“Jesus speaks in silence in the mystery of the Eucharist and every time reminds us that to follow
him means to come out of ourselves and make of our own lives, not a possession, but a gift to him
and to others.
It is in listening to his Word, in nourishing ourselves with his Body and Blood, that he makes
us go from being a multitude to being a community, from being strangers to being in communion.
The Eucharist is the sacrament of Communion, which brings us from individualism to live together
our journey in his footsteps, our faith in him. We ought, therefore, to ask ourselves before the Lord:
How do I live the Eucharist? Do I live it anonymously or as a moment of true communion with the
Lord, and also with my brothers and sisters who share the same table?
Jesus gives himself to us in the Eucharist, shares our same journey – indeed, he becomes food,
real food that sustains our life even at times when the going is rough, when obstacles slow down
our steps. The Lord in the Eucharist makes us follow his path, that of service, of sharing, of giving
– and what little we have, what little we are, if shared, becomes wealth, because the power of God,
which is that of love, descends into our poverty to transform it.
Let us ask ourselves, adoring the Christ truly present I the Eucharist: Do I let myself be
transformed by him? Do I let the Lord who gives himself to me, guide me to come out more and
more from my little fence, to get out and be not afraid to give, to share, to him and others?”
During this month when we honor our fathers, let us give thanks to our heavenly Father for the gift of the
Eucharist and for his loving presence with us.
Your sister in Ss. Francis and Clare,
Maryann

Servant Leadership
by Br. Pat McSherry, OFM Cap

In the political world, elections are based primarily on a practical model which focuses on ideology, and the
central questions for prospective candidates revolves around their responsibilities, skills and efficiency. In the
world of religious leadership, a vastly different model is used — the servant leadership model which focuses on
relationships and the capacity not to dictate but to animate others.
The servant leader model is exemplified in Pope Francis. For many people, Catholic and non-Catholic alike,
when they listen to Pope Francis they feel enthused, more alive, proud, challenged and inspired. They hear someone
who gives voice to a living vision of who we are, and a willingness to follow his lead and partner with him in
mission ensues. He seems to be a genuinely warm human being, rooted in the Gospel, who not only talks about
what we should or must do, but more importantly walks with us on our journey.
While the minister leads the way, the entire council of a Secular Franciscan Fraternity forms a body, a team,
and their role far exceeds individual organizational roles.
In the context of the council, there’s a wisdom in the group, and therefore every councilor must be willing
and able to share his or her own insights, listen to the insights of others, and then come to a mutually agreeable
decision. In the human world, perfect ideal solutions often don’t exist. The most we can do is discern together what
is an acceptable solution, even if it is less than perfect. We trust the Holy Spirit to inspire and move the group to
decisions with which we can all live.
In the context of their service to the Fraternity, the most effective leaders are those whom you, the members,
allow to animate yourself and the fraternity.
So a focal consideration in the discernment of leadership is the question: “Who would you be willing to listen
to, to follow joyfully, and to partner with in our common identity and mission as Secular Franciscans?”
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OFS Class of 2040...?!

Our Deceased
Irene Modrzejewski, V 2 April 2015
Emma Fratarcangeli, V 22 April 2015
Members of our Fraternity
Dan & Jan Atkinson
Kay Balas
Mary Lou Catino
Mary Gillen
Grabowski Family
James Heymes
Caroline Hojna & Family
Anna Marie Jezak
Gary Johnson
Donna Marie Johnston
Louis Joseph
Joyce Kaminski
Esther Kelley
Mary Klein
Lorraine Korte
Josie Lafata

Frank & Rosalie Liccardello
Patricia Long
Joseph Marra
Mabel Michaels
Hugh Montpetit
Barbara Pardington
Bob Peckham
George Pelyak
Tom Ricard
Mary Saber
James Schoenherr
Mike & Bridget Schultz
Gene Snyders
Ben Stapel
Alice Vier
Joseph Wisk

Relatives needing prayers:
Mary Ann Bridge, daughter of Connie Musial
Kate Comizio, sister of Br. Pat
Fr. Edward Ertzbischoff, brother of Julia
Caroline and Peter DeLuca,
grandchildren of Marguerite Brannigan
Alice Greene, sister of Hank Forys
Veronica Gulock, sister of Ilene Manning
Denise Joseph, daughter of Louis
David Kaminski, son of Joyce
Stephanie Kummer, mother of Maryann
Irene Kutchey, daughter-in-law of Julia Ertzbischoff
Jean Nozewski, wife of Thomas
Teresa Poole, mother of Mary
Lorraine Roberts, cousin of Julia Ertzbischoff-Donohue
Barbara Sienkiewicz, daughter of Connie Musial
Sandra Woods Family
Please help to keep our prayer list up-to-date. Call:

Jo Marie Nardi
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Hank Forys holding his grandson, Harrison. “My
gift to my grandson Harrison on his baptism day was
the first Tau I received. I’m already preparing him for
profession (or maybe even ordination)!....
Congratulations, Hank!

2 .....Jerrold Marsh
4......Hugh Montpetit
5......Joe Sapian
11.....Melissa Lindow
14 ...Elda Scabich
15 ...Claire Boutain

20.... Patricia Long
23....Theresa Haas
24....Sandra Sherman
25....Joe Wisk
26....Elizabeth Barnowsky
29....Paul Ivan

Pray Daily
for Vocations to the
Secular Franciscan
Order
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“Misericordiæ Vultus” — “The Face of Mercy”
Dear brothers and sisters,
I have often thought of how the Church may render more clear her mission to be a witness to mercy; and we
have to make this journey. It is a journey which begins with spiritual conversion. Therefore, I have decided to
announce an Extraordinary Jubilee which has at its centre the mercy of God. It will be a Holy Year of Mercy. We
want to live in the light of the word of the Lord: “Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful” (see Lk 6:36). And
this especially applies to confessors! So much mercy!
This Holy Year will commence on the next Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception (8 December 2015) and
will conclude on Sunday, 20 November 2016, the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe and
living face of the Father’s mercy. I entrust the organization of this Jubilee to the Pontifical Council for Promoting
the New Evangelization, in order that it may come to life as a new step on the Church’s journey in her mission to
bring the Gospel of mercy to each person.
I am confident that the whole Church, which is in such need of mercy for we are sinners, will be able to find
in this Jubilee the joy of rediscovering and rendering fruitful God’s mercy, with which we are all called to give
comfort to every man and every woman of our time. Do not forget that God forgives all, and God forgives always.
Let us never tire of asking forgiveness. Let us henceforth entrust this Year to the Mother of Mercy, that she turn
her gaze upon us and watch over our journey: our penitential journey, our year-long journey with an open heart,
to receive the indulgence of God, to receive the mercy of God.

Prayer for the Holy Year

L

ord Jesus Christ,
you have taught us to be merciful like the heavenly Father,
and have told us that whoever sees you sees Him.
Show us your face and we will be saved.
Your loving gaze freed Zacchaeus and Matthew from being enslaved by money;
the adulteress and Magdalene from seeking happiness only in created things;
made Peter weep after his betrayal,
and assured Paradise to the repentant thief.
Let us hear, as if addressed to each one of us, the words that you spoke to the Samaritan woman:
“If you knew the gift of God!”

Y

ou are the visible face of the invisible Father,
of the God who manifests his power above all by forgiveness and mercy:
let the Church be your visible face in the world, its Lord risen and glorified.
You willed that your ministers would also be clothed in weakness
in order that they may feel compassion for those in ignorance and error:
let everyone who approaches them feel sought after, loved, and forgiven by God.

S

end your Spirit and consecrate every one of us with its anointing,
so that the Jubilee of Mercy may be a year of grace from the Lord,
and your Church, with renewed enthusiasm, may bring good news to the poor,
proclaim liberty to captives and the oppressed,
and restore sight to the blind.

W
Amen.

e ask this through the intercession of Mary, Mother of Mercy,
you who live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever.
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Ideas Shared in Preparation for our Chapter of Elections
What are the main areas that our fraternity needs to focus on during the next three years?
Try something new (open to change) on recruitment of new members
Continue two separate mailings (Poverello and fair share)
Day of Reflection on peace and justice issues
Activities on what it means to be a Christian in the world today. Perhaps a panel discussion on this topic.
		 Contact: Fr. Norm Thomas in Detroit and Edward Abbo, OFS (an Iraqi)
Group public demonstration or activities of Secular Franciscans together
Discuss how we will face our own martyrdom
Increase awareness of the Secular Franciscan Order in the community
Increase attendance of professed members at our fraternity gatherings
Maintain the following activities – picnic, reception after Christmas concert, Transitus
Assist the First Order
Serve dinner with benefactors (used to do this)
Increase participation in helping at Healing Prayer Services
Increase participation with Regina High School and other high schools
Place an ad in the Michigan Catholic regarding our fraternity to attract new members
Be involved in Right-to-Life issues
Workshops on the following issues: saving our planet, reducing waste, non-violence
Recruit young adults to the Secular Franciscan Order
Keep up the good work on Gospel Happenings
Try to influence people under 50 to help with these service projects
Have some skits exemplifying Gospel Happenings at our fraternity gatherings
More special guest speakers – could be in-house (members) emphasizing the spiritual aspects of the program
		 – Franciscan in character – Invite other fraternities
Re-establish a speakers’ group to promote the fraternity
Have common meetings with other fraternities (e.g., Belle Isle picnic or something similar)
Encourage members to bring low-calorie food to fraternity gatherings
Ask Jim Flickinger, OFS from Amazon Relief to speak at one of our fraternity gatherings
Workshops on peace and justice (interfaith), pro-life, family issues, marriage
Reinstate having sponsors for new candidates
Be more visible to our OFS members who are homebound/in hospitals with phone calls or by sending cards
Praying for our deceased members
Soup Kitchen – continue publishing volunteer list in the Poverello
Need more volunteers to help with the hospitality after the weekly healing prayer service
Practice what we preach, politically, if necessary, while maintaining our Franciscan spirituality
Partner with fellow Franciscans (e.g., Felician Sisters) as a presence in community
Plan a weekend women’s retreat at the Capuchin Retreat Center in Washington
Go through the new encyclical on the environment as a group
Plan a pilgrimage to Assisi
The councilors of the Fraternity shared a description of their respective responsibilities and some of the
skills needed for the position.
MINISTER:
While firmly upholding the co-responsibility of the council to animate and guide the fraternity, the minister,
as the primary person responsible for the fraternity, is expected to make sure that the directions and decisions of
6
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the council are put into practice and will keep the council informed about what he or she is doing.
The minister also has the following duties:
1. To call, to preside at, and to direct the meetings of the fraternity and council.
2. To request in writing to the Regional Executive Council, a Chapter of Elections for fraternity officers.
These elections should be held every three years.
3. To represent the fraternity before the ecclesiastical and civil community and within the Secular Franciscan
Order.
4. To request in writing Pastoral and Fraternal visitations upon Council approval, usually every three years.
5. To provide an annual written report to the Regional Fraternity incorporating an accurate overview of the
entire fraternity.
6. To be present at the reception and subsequent Profession of candidates approved by the Council into the
fraternity according to the Profession ritual.
7. Conducts the Franciscan Vigil Service for deceased fraternity members.
Skills needed:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Good listener
People person
Prayerful
Good communication skills
Have a servant’s heart
Leadership experience
Organizational skills
Openness to all

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Able to follow through on procedures and requests from
fraternity members
Computer skills
Team player
Ability to speak in front of an audience and prepare an agenda
Open to trying new activities or ways of doing things
Animator – enthusiastic, encourage others,
Relationship builder

VICE MINISTER:
The Vice Minister acts as an informed assistant to the Fraternity Minister, ready to handle any and all fraternity
operations should the Fraternity Minister be unable to do so, whether on a temporary or prolonged basis.
The responsibilities of the Vice Minister are:
1. To assist the Minister in all administrative functions required within the fraternity as requested by the
Minister.
2. To represent the fraternity when so delegated by the Minister
3. To assume the functions of the Minister when the office remains vacant.
Skills needed:
• Patience
• Willingness to do whatever is required
• Organized
• Good listener
• Computer skills
SECRETARY:
The Fraternity Secretary keeps an accurate and legible account of the minutes of the Council meetings and
maintains such records in the fraternity archives. All communication with the fraternity on behalf of the Council is
ordinarily carried out by the Secretary under the direction of the Minister and Council. No official correspondence
should be sent out without the prior approval of the Fraternity Minister.
The responsibilities of the Secretary are:
The Poverello, June 2015		
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1. To take minutes of Council meetings, recording actions, discussions and decisions.
2. To update active member lists
3. To maintain the fraternity’s official registers.
4. To collect and maintain all election documentation signed by the President, Friar Witness, or delegate and
the Election Secretary and Tellers.
Skills needed:
• Computer skills
• Time to do office work
TREASURER:
The Fraternity Treasurer is responsible for the supervision of all money, bonds, notes and other convertible
funds which make up the common fund of the fraternity. All fraternity disbursements are made by check, and no
disbursements are made without authorization of the Minister or Council.
The responsibilities of the Treasurer are:
1. To maintain a banking account for the fraternity in the fraternity’s name and using the fraternity’s Employee
Identification Number.
2. To keep an accurate record of all income received, money disbursed, cash deposits, stocks/bonds and all
other financial assets of the fraternity held by banks, brokerage firms and any other financial institutions.
3. To present to the Council a monthly report of receipts and disbursements and of the financial standing of
the fraternity.
Skills needed:
• Computer skills
• Familiarity with the Quick Books computer program (or ability to learn it)
FORMATION MINISTER:
The Minister of Formation heads a team of members who have been entrusted with the immediate care of
those in formation. The team approach to formation provides for a fullness of instruction prior to Profession.
The responsibilities of the Formation Minister are:
1. To ensure that the formation program is conducted within the guidelines of both the National and Regional
Fraternities.
2. To maintain attendance records of Inquirers and Candidates.
3. To animate the Formation Team.
4. To insure that all the required candidate documentation is obtained and maintained.
5. To provide the Council with a summary report with recommendations on each Candidate two months prior
to the proposed Profession date.
Skills needed:
• The ability to work as a team member and to animate others
• Organizational skills
• Availability to the needs of those in formation
COUNCILORS:
Councilors are elected by the fraternity to serve the needs of the fraternity in an advisory position.
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The responsibilities of the Councilors are:
1. To participate fully in Council meetings and help animate the fraternity
2. To act always in the best interests of the fraternity
Skills needed:
• To work as a fully functional team member
• To respect the confidentiality and privacy of the council and of the members
• To be able to animate others
• The flexibility to participate in a consensus style of decision-making.

Chapter Prayer
Lord, you know me even better than I know myself.
Therefore, I come to you in that same spirit
as our Father Francis and Mother Clare
to know how I can respond
to the many needs of our Fraternity.
I pray with Francis:
“All high, glorious God
cast your light into the darkness of my heart.
Lord, give me right faith, firm hope,
perfect charity, profound humility,
wisdom and insight
so that I may do what is truly your holy will.”
NEXT STEPS
During the next two months, please pray to discern whether or not you are able and willing to be nominated
for a leadership position. If you have any questions about serving on the Leadership Council or have any questions
about a specific position, please contact any member of the Leadership Council.
At our August fraternity gathering, you will be asked to nominate individuals for the various leadership
positions.
Please keep in mind:
• You may not nominate yourself.
• If you intend to nominate someone, please ask that person before the August fraternity gathering if they
are willing to have their name placed in nomination.
A photo of each candidate, a brief statement about the nominee, their past service to the fraternity, and their
reason for serving on the leadership council will be published in the October Poverello.

PLEASE NOTE ON YOUR CALENDAR:
Our Chapter of Elections will be held on Sunday, October 18th
beginning at 11:00 a.m.
The Poverello, June 2015		
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Sunday

Monday

1

Tuesday

2

Wednesday

Thursday

3

4

BD: Jerrold Marsh

7
BODY &
BLOOD OF
CHRIST
Pss Proper

8

9

BD: Hugh
Montpetit

10

Ordinary Time
Week 10
Pss Wk 2

11
BD: Melissa
Lindow

Friday

Saturday

5
BD: Joe Sapian

12
Sacred
H e a rt o f J e s u s

15

BD: Elda Scabich BD: Claire Boutain
ORDINARY TIME
WEEK 11
Pss Wk 3

16
Bl. Mary Teresa
Scherer, TOFR

OFS Gathering
12 - Formation
1:30 - Everyone

21

22

ORDINARY TIME
WEEK 12
Pss Wk 4

28
ORDINARY TIME
WEEK 13
Pss Wk 1

10

23

17

St. Joseph Cafasso,
OFS

29
BD: Paul Ivan

18

St. Emily of Vialar,
TOFR
St. Albert
Chmielowski, TOFR

24

BD: Theresa Haas BD: Sandra Sherman

FATHERS’
DAY

13
St. Anthony of
Padua, OFM
Immaculate Heart
of M ary

Meldrum
Soup Kitchen:
10:30-1:00

14

6

19
Bl. Michelina
Metelli, TOFR
Bl. Mary Rose
Flesch, TOFR

25
BD: Joe Wisk

26
BD: Elizabeth
Barnowsky

10 AM
Leadership
Council Meeting

20
BD: Patricia Long

27
Bl. Marguerite
Bays, OFS

Birth of
John the Baptist

30
Bl. Raymond Lull,
OFS

Ss. Peter and Paul
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Fax et Phonum
Minister
Maryann Kummer
Vice Minister
Teresa Westbrook-Lienert
Treasurer
Laura Sapian
Secretary
Anthony Lienert
Formation Minister
Sylvia Snigier
Councillors-at-Large:
Patricia Cardellio
Caroline Florescu
Melissa Lindow
Beverly Sapian
Joseph Sapian
Mary Williams
Spiritual Assistant:
Br. Patrick McSherry
APPOINTMENTS
Infirmarian:
Jo Marie Nardi
Continuing Formation:
Beverly Sapian
Healing Service Coordinator:
Melissa Lindow
Soup Kitchen Coordinator:
Joseph Sapian
Hospitality Coordinator:
Pat Cardellio
Annual Picnic Coordinators:
Terry Westbrook-Lienert
and Tony Lienert
Gospel Happenings Coordinator:
Laura Sapian

The Poverello is published by the
St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscan Fraternity
1780 Mt. Elliott St.
Detroit, Michigan 48207
Phone: 313-579-2100, ext. 136
e-mail: OFSDetroit@gmail.com
editor: Br. Pat McSherry, OFM Cap

The Poverello, June 2015		

MAKING FRATERNITY HAPPEN
Our Fraternity gathers on the Third Sunday of every
month. For more information, contact:
Maryann Kummer
In addition to our monthly Fraternity gathering, some
members also gather in a small group:

Fr. Solanus Cell (2nd Friday, 7:30 pm):

Mary Ann and Hugh Montpetit

FRATERNITY MINISTRY OUTREACH:
Meldrum Soup Kitchen
Usually on the 2nd Friday of each month.
&
Healing Service Social
Wednesdays at 2 PM

Soup Kitchen volunteers for June 12th
Ona D. Moore
Mary Myler
Leticia Aguilar
Sylvia Snigier
Jacqueline Hale
Stephen Haycox
If you are unable to volunteer at the Soup Kitchen on
June 12th, please contact another person from the list
below to take your place.
Marguerite Brannigan
Stella Mordarski
Javier Aguilar
Ray Mylenek
Joe Gentile
Jeanine Ward
Ron & Liz Kessler

OFSDetroit@gmail.com
http://www.sfostbonaventure-detroit.org
Join us on FACEBOOK:
St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscans
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