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Minister’s Letter
My dear sisters and brothers,
		May God grant you peace!
		 I want to express my appreciation to everyone who worked on the celebration in honor of our jubilarians: to
Bev Sapian for contacting the jubilarians and inviting them to the celebration and for coordinating the arrangements
for the Mass; to Br. Pat McSherry for preparing the worship aids and providing us with an inspiring homily; to
Mary Poole for preparing the jubilarian certificates; to Javier and Leticia Aguilar for taking photos during the
Mass and reception; to Tony Lienert for ordering and picking up the cake; to Liz and Ron Kessler for coordinating
the arrangements for the reception; to Liz and Ron Kessler, Dan Gabriel, Stephen Garcia, Joe Gentile, Stella
Mordarski and Julia Ertzbischoff- Donahue who assisted with the set-up and clean-up for the reception; and to
everyone who brought a dish to pass for the potluck dinner. Great job!
On behalf of the veterans at Piquette Square and the individuals at MCREST, I thank you for your overwhelming
generosity in providing much needed white towels for these organizations. I am grateful to Hank Forys for
coordinating the Towel Drive again this year.
PLEASE NOTE ON YOUR CALENDAR: As has been our custom in past years, our June fraternity gathering
will be held on the second Sunday of the month – June 14 – to avoid a conflict with Fathers’ Day which falls on
the third Sunday of June. At our June fraternity gathering, the elected members of the Leadership Team will give
an accounting of their service during the past year. I ask you to make every effort to attend this important meeting.

REFLECTION
When the apostles had gathered together they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore
the kingdom to Israel?” He answered them, “It is not for you to know the times or seasons that the
Father has established by his authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes
upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and
to the ends of the earth.
– Acts 1:7-8

Seven weeks had gone by since Jesus’s death and resurrection, and the day of Pentecost had now
arrived. As the believers met together that day, suddenly there came from the sky a noise like a
strong driving wind, and it filled the house where they were meeting. Then, there appeared to them
tongues as of fire, which parted and came to rest on each one of them. And everyone present was
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in different languages, as the Spirit enabled them to
proclaim. Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven staying in Jerusalem. At
this sound, they gathered in a loud crowd, but there were confused because each one heard them
speaking in his own language. They were astounded, and in amazement they asked, ‘Are not all these
people who are speaking Galileans? Then how does each of us hear them in his native language?
We are Parthians, Medes and Elamites, inhabitants of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus
and Asia, Phyrgia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the districts of Libya near Cyrene, as well as travelers
from Rome, both Jews and converts to Judaism, Cretans and Arabs, yet we hear them speaking in
our own tongues of the mighty acts of God.
– Acts 2:1-11

In a few weeks, we will celebrate the great feast of Pentecost. The Gospel describes the disciples, following
the Resurrection, sitting in fear behind locked doors. The disciples had betrayed, denied and abandoned Jesus out
of fear and they were terrified that what happened to Jesus would also happen to them. They hid themselves from
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the world, thinking of what they had lost and of the challenges awaiting them. When the Holy Spirit came upon
the disciples, their minds and hearts were opened and they understood all that Jesus said to them. By the power
of the Holy Spirit, the apostles were transformed from frightened men into individuals who were empowered to
proclaim boldly the Gospel throughout the world. By the power of the Holy Spirit, the disciples began speaking
in different languages and sharing with others the message of the mighty acts of God.
My brothers and sisters, like the first apostles, we, too, must be transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit so
that we are empowered to live our Rule of Life and to receive strength to “go forth as witnesses and instruments
of her (the Church’s) mission among all people, proclaiming Christ by their life and words.” (OFS Rule, 6).
The vocation to become a Secular Franciscan is a gift of the Holy Spirit. Profession comes as
a grace from the Holy Spirit. The grace of the Holy Spirit gives us the life-project of living a
gospel-life. We are enabled to accomplish what we profess by the power and grace given by
the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit calls us to live the OFS Rule and enables us to do so.
– Lester Bach OFM Cap, The Franciscan Journey, 366

Before we even learned about the Secular Franciscan Order, the Holy Spirit was pursuing us and placed a
yearning in our hearts for something more in our lives. By the grace of the Holy Spirit, we learned of the Secular
Franciscan Order, persevered through the formation program, and made our public commitment to live the Gospel
way of life.
At our Profession Mass, the following prayer for divine grace was prayed for the candidates to be professed:
O Lord our God, your grace has led these your servants to live their faith more fully in the context
of this world by coming to profess the gospel according to the life and rule of the Secular Franciscan
Order. By the power of your Holy Spirit may they give witness to the life and teachings of
your Son to all the world. Grant that they may be continually united to Christ through the gifts
of their lives, in order that the Church may be rebuilt and her mission be fulfilled through Christ
our Lord. Amen.
The living out of our Rule of Life is challenging and requires us to examine our lives continuously and to a
radical interior change – an ongoing conversion. As we all know, a true change of heart is never easy. In order for
true transformation to occur in our lives, we must stay connected to the true source of our power, the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit is our constant companion who empowers us to be witnesses for Christ in our world, who guides
us along our spiritual journey, who counsels us when we don’t know what to do, helps us in our weakness, who
makes all things new, comforts us in our sorrows, provides us with wisdom, and strengthens us as we strive to live
the Gospel way of life.
My brothers and sisters, this is my prayer for you:
May God bless you all. Yes, I pray that God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ will give each
of you his fullest blessings, and his peace in your hearts and lives. All my prayers for you are full
of praise to God! When I pray for you, my brothers and sisters, my heart is full of joy, because
of all your wonderful help in making known the Good News about Christ from the time you first
heard it until now. And I am sure that God who began the good work within you will keep right on
helping you grow in his grace until his task within you is finally finished on that day when Jesus
Christ returns.
– Philippians 1:2-6

To all of the ladies in our fraternity, I wish you a very happy Mother’s Day.
Your sister in Ss. Francis and Clare,
Maryann
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Our Deceased
Irene Modrzejewski, V 2 April 2015
Emma Fratarcangeli, V 22 April 2015
Members of our Fraternity
Dan & Jan Atkinson
Kay Balas
Mary Lou Catino
Mary Gillen
Grabowski Family
James Heymes
Caroline Hojna & Family
Anna Marie Jezak
Gary Johnson
Donna Marie Johnston
Louis Joseph
Joyce Kaminski
Esther Kelley
Mary Klein
Lorraine Korte
Josie Lafata

Frank & Rosalie Liccardello
Patricia Long
Joseph Marra
Mabel Michaels
Hugh Montpetit
Barbara Pardington
Bob Peckham
George Pelyak
Tom Ricard
Mary Saber
James Schoenherr
Mike & Bridget Schultz
Gene Snyders
Ben Stapel
Alice Vier
Joseph Wisk

Relatives needing prayers:
Mary Ann Bridge, daughter of Connie Musial
Kate Comizio, sister of Br. Pat
Fr. Edward Ertzbischoff, brother of Julia
Alice Greene, sister of Hank Forys
Veronica Gulock, sister of Ilene Manning
Denise Joseph, daughter of Louis
David Kaminski, son of Joyce
Stephanie Kummer, mother of Maryann
Irene Kutchey, daughter-in-law of Julia Ertzbischoff
Jean Nozewski, wife of Thomas
Teresa Poole, mother of Mary
Lorraine Roberts, cousin of Julia Ertzbischoff-Donohue
Barbara Sienkiewicz, daughter of Connie Musial
Sandra Woods Family
Please help to keep our prayer list up-to-date. Call:

Jo Marie Nardi

2........Javier Aguilar
7........Marguerite Brannigan
9........Donna Marie Johnston
19........Rosalie Liccardello
21........Jo Marie Nardi
27........Robert Snyder
29........Esther Kelley

Pray Daily
for Vocations to the
Secular Franciscan
Order
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Jubilee Homily

by Br. Patrick McSherry, OFM Cap

We are living in a new Age of Martyrs. If you need proof of this, look at just a handful of incidents involving
anti-Christian violence that have occurred around the world just this year:
• In February, 21 Coptic Christians were beheaded by Islamic extremists in Lybia.
• In March, Boco Haram followers killed countless Christian men and kidnaped an estimated 400 Christian
women and children. They were forced to convert to Islam, many were raped then sold as sex slaves, or
married off.
• This very month, at Garissa University in Kenya, 148 Christians were gunned down after identifying themselves
as Christian. 142 of them were college students.
• A few weeks ago, in Pakistan, two Christian teenagers were asked their religion and when they replied,
“Christian” they were set on fire.
• Just days ago, migrants who were trying to get from Libya to Italy in a boat threw 12 fellow passengers
overboard – killing them – because the 12 were Christians.
The organization, Open Doors, has estimated that 322 Christians are killed for their faith each month – each
month!
• In India, Hindus persecute Christians for opposing the caste system.
• In Mexico, Christians who speak out against drug cartels are kidnaped, tortured and killed.
• In North Korea, anyone who engages in unauthorized religious activity is subject to arrest, detention,
disappearance, torture and execution.
• And in Northern Ireland, Catholics and Protestants continue to kill each other out of hatred for the other’s
faith.
In my own family, some of my own relatives were martyred for their faith. Twelve generations ago, on
September 29, 1614, in Zürich, Switzerland, my 10th great grandfather, Rudolph Landis, together with two of his
brothers, Hans and Ulrich, were beheaded for their faith. The family’s land and possessions were confiscated, and
those relatives who escaped death were exiled. Many of them were among the early settlers in Pennsylvania. They
weren’t Catholics, they were Anabaptists – many of whom became leaders in the Amish and Mormon communities
in America. Rudolph, Hans and Ulrich were not murdered by Muslims or Hindus or Protestants, but by Roman
Catholics.
St. Francis referred to Secular Franciscans as Brothers and Sisters of Penance. That recalls today’s Gospel. We
bear witness to the death and resurrection of Christ by proclaiming repentance. Religious people – non-Catholics
and Catholics alike – sometimes try to convert others from a stance of superiority. “We’re right and you’re wrong”.
Pope Francis recently reminded us that “We spread the Gospel, not so much by converting unbelievers but by
showing them divine mercy and love, using our talents, our power, and our money to heal, to feed, to clothe, to
lift up. What they believe after that is in God’s hands.” In other words, we talk a lot to sinners. But what we need
to do is to stop talking to sinners and start talking as sinners and sharing what we, as sinners, have personally
experienced in Jesus the Lord.
Today we hear the Gospel: “Thus it is written that the Christ would suffer and rise from the dead on the third
day and that repentance, for the forgiveness of sins, would be preached in his name to all the nations, beginning
from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.” These words identify what a Christian and a Franciscan witness
is and does.
One of the things that strikes me powerfully in the post-resurrection gospel stories is how the earliest Christians
went to the tomb and expected to find a dead Jesus, or a ghost.
The message we share with others is not about a Jesus who was a really good person, a nice guy who went
around doing good to everyone while he lived on earth. There’s a word for when people look back to share stories
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and praise a person’s character, quality and achievements during their lifetime. The word is: EULOGY. We’re
not called to eulogize a dead Jesus, but to give witness to a Jesus who is very much alive, here and now, among
us and active in our world.
St. Paul and the early Christians professed the kernel of their faith in the phrase: “Jesus is Lord”. The resurrection
bears witness to the fact that Jesus is very much alive and active in our lives and in our world. Because, by rising,
Jesus broke the chains of sins and death, we have been set free and a new way of living is possible, not only for
us, but for all people. And our greatest witness to this newness of life is found not so much in what we say, but in
what we do.
In the secular world, people remember their great citizens by naming streets and buildings after them. But
the witness we bear – what we share with others – as Christians and as Franciscans – is what we ourselves have
experienced and continue to experience: newness of life in Jesus Christ the Lord. So let us live in newness of life,
putting on Christ, making his attitudes and values and perspectives our own. Let us be who we are – sinners who
have been redeemed by Christ’s blood to bring good news and salvation to all the world; instruments of peace and
healing to bring about a new heaven and a new earth; witnesses to the truth on which all human life stands: that
because God is Father of us all, we are all brothers and sisters.

Celebrating María Soledad Goatley
María Soledad, named after Our Lady of Solitude (i.e., soledad), is a Christmas gift, born
on December 25, 1970 to Rodrigo Campos and Irma Davila in Chihuahua, Mexico. She is
the youngest of four sisters: Irasema, Irma Gabriela and Laura Elizabeth.
Well-educated, María earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Mechanical Engineering,
a Bachelor of Science degree in Fiscal Accounting, and a Master’s degree in Business
Administration. She graduated from the Monterrey Institute of Technology and Higher
Education – one of the best universities in all of Mexico and Latin America.
She’s held a number of employment positions, first in Chihuahua, Mexico at Ernst & Young (business
management consultants) from 1995-1996 and at the Lear Corporation from 1996 to1999. She moved to St. Louis,
Missouri to continue working for the Lear Corporation from 1999 to 2000 after which she was employed by Emerson
Electric from 2000 to 2002. She moved to Mishawaka, Indiana where she worked for AM General from 2002 to
2004 before coming to Michigan. From 2008 to 2010 María worked for Chase Plastic Services in Clarkston; from
2010 to 2012 at Jabil Circuit in Auburn Hills; and from 2012 to the present at Bosch in Farmington Hills.
María, whose maiden name is Campos Davila, is divorced. She chose to keep her married name in order to
have the same surname as her 10-year-old son, Dominick Anthony.
María is very active in the Church. She is a parishioner of the Church of the Holy Family in Novi. She is part
of the Jail Ministry team serving the Washtenaw County Jail through St. Francis Parish in Ann Arbor. She serves
as a Eucharistic Minister for the Sick at Botsford Hospital. She is a team member of the Life-in-the-Spirit seminars
(in English and Spanish); a team member of Unbound Ministries; a team member of the Encounter seminar; a
speaker at the monthly sessions of Holy Family’s Praise and Worship; and participates in the Home Enthronement
to the Sacred Heart group at Ss. Cyril and Methodius Parish in Sterling Heights.
It was while attending a Franciscan retreat in Italy led by Fr. André Cirino, OFM and Mr. Joseph Raischl, OFS,
that María learned about the Secular Franciscans.
María enjoys walking, hiking, spending time in the quiet of nature, contemplating creation and the beauty of
its Creator, reading (especially books written about or by the saints), travel (when possible) to other cities and
countries, especially to holy places, and enjoys writing about her own spiritual experiences.
María absolutely loves spending an hour a day in adoration before the Blessed Sacrament and remarks: “How
blessed am I that I get to do on earth what a select group of angels do in heaven!”
¡Te queremos mucho, María Soledad!
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OUR FRATERNITY GATHERING on SUNDAY, MAY 17, 2015
At our fraternity gathering in May we will begin the discernment process for our elections in
October. In preparation for our May fraternity gathering, I ask that you take some time to reflect
prayerfully on the following two questions which will be the focus of our sharing:
•

What are the main areas that our fraternity needs to focus on during the next three years?

•

What are the personal qualities and/or skills that would be helpful for a leader to have in order
to achieve these goals?

Homework Assignment from the Pope
Jesus never forgets the day we encountered him for the first time; we should ask God for the “grace of
memory” so that we can always remember it. That was the Pope’s hope for us in a morning homily at the Casa
Santa Marta.
An encounter is the means chosen by Jesus to change lives. A good example of this is Paul of Tarsus, the antiChristian persecutor who, by the time he reached Damascus, had already become an apostle.
THE FIRST ENCOUNTER
More precisely, Francis considered the “first encounter” with Jesus – the encounter that “changes the life” of
those who meet him: John and Andrew, who stayed with the Master throughout the night; Simon who immediately
became “the rock” of the new community; and then the Samaritan, the leper who returned to thank Jesus for
healing him, the sick woman who was healed when she touched Christ’s tunic: these, the Pope said, are decisive
encounters that should prompt a Christian to never forget his own first encounter with Christ.
“He never forgets, but we forget the encounter with Christ. And this would be a good assignment to do at
home, to consider: ‘When have I really felt that the Lord was close to me? When have I felt the need to change
my life, or to become better, or to forgive someone? When have I felt the Lord asking something of me? When
have I encountered the Lord?’ Because our faith is an encounter with Jesus. This is the foundation of our faith: I
have encountered Jesus, as Saul did.”
DAILY MEMORY
Pope Francis said we should look inside ourselves sincerely and ask: “When did you say something to me that
changed my life, or invited me to take a step forward in my life?”:
“This is a beautiful prayer, and I recommend saying it every day. And when you remember, rejoice in it, in
that memory, which is a memory of love. One more beautiful assignment would be to take the Gospels and look
at the stories there and see how Jesus encountered the people, how he chose the apostles… So many encounters
with Jesus are there. Maybe one of them is similar to mine. Each one of us has his own.”
LET US REMEMBER THE FIRST LOVE
And we should not forget, the Pope said, that Christ intends the “relationship with us” in the sense of a
predilection, a relationship of love “of you and for you”: “Pray and ask for the grace of memory. ‘When, Lord, was
that first encounter, that first love?’ – so that we might not hear the complaint the Lord makes in Revelation: ‘I have
this against you, that you have forgotten your first love’ (Rev 2:4).”
The Poverello, May 2015		
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2015 Jubilee celebration

Back row: Maryann Kummer, Teresa Westbrook-Lienert, Br. Pat McSherry
Front row: Rita Colins, Louis Joseph, Patricia Meldrum
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May 2015
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
St. Joseph
the Worker

2
10 AM
Leadership
Council Meeting
BD: Javier Aguilar

3
EASTER V
Pss Wk 1

10

4

5

Bl. Vivaldo Stricchi,
OFS
Bl. Edward Joseph
Rosaz, OFS

11

6
Bl. Mary Catherine
Troiani, TO

12

13

7
BD:
Marguerite
Brannigan

8
Meldrum
Soup Kitchen:
10:30-1:00

Bl. Francis Paleari,
OFS

Bl. Amato Ronconi,
OFS
Bl. Carmen GonzálesRamón, OFS
Bl. Ulrika of Hegne,
OFS

14

15

Mothers Day

ASCENSION
Pss Proper

18
Easter VII
Pss Wk 3

OFS Gathering
12 - Formation
1:30 - Everyone

24
PENTECOST
Pss Proper

31

25
Ordinary Time
Week 8
Pss Wk 4

Bl. Bartholomew
Magi of Anghiari,
HOLY TRINITY
OFS
Pss Proper

10

BD:
Donna Marie
Johnston

16
St. Margaret of
Cortona, OFS
St. Luigi Orione,
OFS
Bl. Gerard
Mecatti, OFS

EASTER VI
Pss Wk 2

17

9

19

20

21

BD:
Rosalie Liccardello

BD:
Jo Marie Nardi

St. Ives Hélory of
Kermartin, OFS
St. Maria Bernarda
Bütler, TO

Bl. Umiliana, OFS
Bl. John Pelingotto,
OFS
Bl. Franz
Jägerstätter, OFS

26

27

28

22

23

29

30

BD:
Robert Snyder

BD:
Esther Kelley

St. Mary Josepha
Rossello, OFS

St. Mary Ann
de Paredes, OFS

St. Ferdinand III,
OFS
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Fax et Phonum
Minister
Maryann Kummer
Vice Minister
Teresa Westbrook-Lienert
Treasurer
Laura Sapian
Secretary
Anthony Lienert
Formation Minister
Sylvia Snigier
Councillors-at-Large:
Patricia Cardellio
Caroline Florescu
Melissa Lindow
Beverly Sapian
Joseph Sapian
Mary Williams
Spiritual Assistant:
Br. Patrick McSherry
APPOINTMENTS
Infirmarian:
Jo Marie Nardi
Continuing Formation:
Beverly Sapian
Healing Service Coordinator:
Melissa Lindow
Soup Kitchen Coordinator:
Joseph Sapian
Hospitality Coordinator:
Pat Cardellio
Annual Picnic Coordinators:
Terry Westbrook-Lienert
and Tony Lienert
Gospel Happenings Coordinator:
Laura Sapian

The Poverello is published by the
St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscan Fraternity
1780 Mt. Elliott St.
Detroit, Michigan 48207
Phone: 313-579-2100, ext. 136
e-mail: OFSDetroit@gmail.com
editor: Br. Pat McSherry, OFM Cap
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MAKING FRATERNITY HAPPEN
Our Fraternity gathers on the Third Sunday of every
month. For more information, contact:
Maryann Kummer
In addition to our monthly Fraternity gathering, some
members also gather in a small group:

Fr. Solanus Cell (2nd Friday, 7:30 pm):

Mary Ann and Hugh Montpetit

FRATERNITY MINISTRY OUTREACH:
Meldrum Soup Kitchen
Usually on the 2nd Friday of each month.
&
Healing Service Social
Wednesdays at 2 PM

Soup Kitchen volunteers for May 8th
Ona D. Moore
Mary Myler
Jeanine Ward
Leticia Aguilar
Ron Kessler
Liz Kessler
If you are unable to volunteer at the Soup Kitchen on
May 8th, please contact another person from the list
below to take your place.
Marguerite Brannigan
Stella Mordarski
Javier Aguilar
Ray Mylenek
Joe Gentile
Sylvia Snigier
Stephen Haycox

OFSDetroit@gmail.com
http://www.sfostbonaventure-detroit.org
Join us on FACEBOOK:
St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscans
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