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Minister’s Letter
My dear sisters and brothers,
May the Lord grant you peace!
At our Day of Reflection on September 20th, Fr. Keith Clark, OFM Cap gave an outstanding presentation on
servant leadership. My thanks to Br. Pat McSherry for recommending Fr. Keith and to Bev Sapian for contacting
Fr. Keith and inviting him to be with us.
PLEASE MARK THE FOLLOWING EVENTS ON YOUR CALENDAR
Our Chapter of Elections is scheduled for Sunday, October 18th. We will begin promptly at 11:00
a.m. in the Dining Room. A quorum is required, so please arrive before 11 a.m.
We will gather for our fraternity’s Mass for All Deceased Franciscans (Secular and Religious), our
Relatives and Benefactors on Saturday, October 31st at 10:00 a.m. in the friars’ choir.

Reflection
After he [Jesus] had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them,
“Do you know what I have done to you? You call me “Teacher” and “Lord” – and you are right, for that
is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s
feet. For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you,
servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you
know these things, you are blessed if you do them.
John 13:12-17

Francis understood Jesus’ washing the feet of his disciples at the Last Supper at a very deep level. He did
not need encouragement to be a servant leader; no other way of leading would have made sense to him.
Not everyone in the brotherhood came to that conclusion as quickly as he did, but he patiently led them to
accept the Lord’s style of servant leadership. Before he got off his horse one day and embraced a leper as a
brother in Christ, Francis probably had thrown a few coins to lepers from a very safe distance. Bonaventure
later wrote that Francis’ service to God began with a victory over himself. In fact, this incident helped
Francis to see that what he had previously regarded as very bitter was, in fact, truly sweet.
Francis did not need the assurance of success in order to throw himself into service. During the year that
he was a prisoner of war in Perugia, Francis decided to reach out to an embittered man shunned by his
fellow prisoners.
As Francis’ conversion went deeper and wider, he had fewer things (physical or otherwise) that needed
to be protected. This made him increasingly open to the needs of other people. When and where he could
help, he always did so. Regardless of his resources at any given moment, Francis could always treat those
in need as people created and loved by God.
Most people do not feel threatened by someone who lives God’s truth at a very deep level; that’s why
most men and women felt comfortable around Francis. His humility and simplicity led quickly to generous
service. Early on, Francis resolved never to refuse what he could offer if someone asked for help “for the
love of God.”
The healings and other miracles that Francis worked during his lifetime were never done to enhance his
status; they were simply part of being a servant leader. If other people were tempted to measure Francis’
2

The Poverello, October 2015

actions by some other yardstick, he gently but effectively helped them understand his true motivation.
At times, Francis acted as a servant leader to people who were rich or politically very powerful. He was not
afraid to call them to conversion, as well, to confess their sins, to serve Christ among people who lacked
life’s most basic necessities. Many rich and powerful people were converted to the Lord’s ways by Francis’
humble service on behalf of poor people.
- from the book Peace and Good Through the Year with Francis of Assisi by Pat McCloskey, OFM

All of us are called to be servant leaders in our family, our workplace, our community and in our fraternity.  
Leadership is not restricted or limited to those who hold positions of authority. Let us devote ourselves to becoming
more attentive to the needs of others, especially to those in our family, our workplace, our parish, our fraternity
who are in need of a listening ear, a word of encouragement and a loving touch.
I look forward to seeing you at our Chapter of Elections on October 18.
Your sister in Ss. Francis and Clare,
Maryann

SERVANT LEADERS

The Poverello, October 2015

BOSS-MENTALITY LEADERS
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RSVP REQUIRED
Our Deceased

William Milroy V, V 29 August 2015
Members of our Fraternity
Doris Allen
Dan & Jan Atkinson
Kay Balas
Mary Lou Catino
Mary Gillen
Grabowski Family
James Heymes
Caroline Hojna & Family
Anna Marie Jezak
Gary Johnson
Donna Marie Johnston
Louis Joseph
Joyce Kaminski
Esther Kelley
Liz and Ron Kessler
Mary Klein
Lorraine Korte

Josie Lafata
Frank & Rosalie Liccardello
Teresa Lienert
Patricia Long
Joseph Marra
Mabel Michaels
Hugh Montpetit
Barbara Pardington
Bob Peckham
George Pelyak
Tom Ricard
Mary Saber
James Schoenherr
Mike & Bridget Schultz
Gene Snyders
Linda Solis
Ben Stapel
Joseph Wisk

Relatives needing prayers:
Mary Ann Bridge, daughter of Connie Musial
Kate Comizio, Br. Pat’s sister (Multiple Sclerosis)
Fr. Edward Ertzbischoff, brother of Julia
Alice Greene, sister of Hank Forys
Denise Joseph, daughter of Louis
David Kaminski, son of Joyce
Stephanie Kummer, mother of Maryann
Ilene Manning and Family
Michael McSherry, Br. Pat’s brother (cancer, stage 4)
Jean Nozewski, wife of Thomas
Teresa Poole, mother of Mary
Barbara Sienkiewicz, daughter of Connie Musial
Nellie Westbrook, mother of Theresa
Sandra Woods Family
Memorials by Jo Marie Nardi:

Frances Ala, Patricia Decaro, Virginia Palazzola, Eva Fleck
Please help to keep our prayer list up-to-date. Call:

Jo Marie Nardi
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At the Leadership Council meeting
on September 12th, the Council approved
having a catered dinner following the
Profession Mass on Sunday, November
15. In order to ensure that we have a
sufficient amount of food, we ask that you
please RSVP by leaving a message with
your name and the number of guests at
313-579-2100, ext. 136 before Monday,
November 1.

2016 GOSPEL HAPPENINGS
CALENDAR
CAPUCHIN SERVICE CENTER:
Saturdays, 9 a.m. to Noon
January 16, 2016
January 30, 2016
February 27, 2016
March 12, 2016
May 21, 2016
September 24, 2016
November 12, 2016

2016 ABORTION PANEL DISCUSSION
co-sponsored by our Fraternity and Right To
Life will be held on Saturday February 13,
2016 at the Solanus Center. I have reserved the
Solanus Center from Noon to 4 p.m. The exact
time of the discussion hasn’t been confirmed,
but most likely it will be from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.

Pray Daily
for Vocations to the
Secular Franciscan
Order
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2015 Nominees for Minister and Leadership Council
For Minister:
MARYANN KUMMER
I have served as Minister
of our fraternity for the past six
years, as councilor appointed to
coordinate Continuing Formation
for three years, as chair of the Youth
Task Force, and chair of the 125th
Anniversary Committee. I served
as Regional Councilor on the Divine
Mercy Regional Executive Committee for two years. I am a
member of the Solanus Casey Center Board of Directors. I was
professed into the Secular Franciscan Order in 2001. I have
been employed at Marygrove College for 39 years and have
been the Executive Assistant to the President of Marygrove
College for 29 years. I serve as a lector, Eucharistic Minister,
and Stephen Minister at my parish.
During my six years as minister, I have animated,
guided and served our fraternity to the best of my ability. I
have listened to you and heard your suggestions and dreams
for our fraternity. The members of the two leadership
councils that I have been blessed to work with and I have
worked with you to make your suggestions and dreams for
our fraternity a reality. I believe the best experiences our
fraternity has experienced during the past six years are: our
Gospel Happenings events, the planning of and celebration
of our fraternity’s 125th anniversary, our fraternity picnics on
Belle Isle, and our engagement in the appreciative inquiry
process. All of these experiences have knit us closer together
as a fraternity, provided us with an opportunity to engage in
conversation with one another around a common theme or
task, have invigorated us, filled with us renewed energy and
enthusiasm, and strengthened the bonds of our relationships
with one another. I would like to work with the next leadership
council to ensure that we have more of these experiences.
I believe that our fraternity is now poised for exciting new
experiences that will deepen our relational bonds with each
other which will prompt us to reach out to be of greater service
to our community. I have an enthusiastic desire to work with
the next leadership council to keep our positive momentum
moving forward and to being a part of the next chapter in the
life of our fraternity.

JANET BODELL
Wife, mother, grandmother,
nurse administrator. I have been
professed for 22 years and have
been involved in various ways
with in the following: Family
Commission, Formation
Team, the EMB, and served
as minister for six years. As minister, I negotiated lease
contracts for our space in the Solanus Casey Center, and
oversaw the revamping of the OFS offices with updated
computer technologies, compiled policy and procedure
manuals, worked on Wednesdays in the OFS office,
chaired the planning commission for our 120th jubilee,
encouraged interfaith days, days of reflection with a
variety of speakers, invited Divine Mercy members to
foster unity and fellowship, led numerous Franciscan
wake services, and assisted in the revamping of our
fraternity finances and bookkeeping system. I have
also assisted with the healing service social and with
counseling and consoling its guests, celebrated our retired
jubilarian spiritual assistants, planned and implemented
the window box in central hall of the Solanus Casey
Center, represented our fraternity on CTND, explaining
the OFS vocation. I was interviewed for a Capuchin
video, fostering the relationship between the Seculars
and the Capuchins at St. Bonaventure’s. I have a vision
for the Fraternity to expand on what Maryann has done
in the past six years and move it forward. I would like to
help improve our monthly gatherings and support greater
unity with the wider Franciscan community through the
Divine Mercy Region, Franciscans International and the
National Fraternity, and want to empower the brothers
and sisters to be an active part along with the Council
for fraternity events.

Please note that our first ballot for Minister is (technically) a Postulation since Maryann has served
two consecutive terms. There is only one balloting in a Postulation. The following applies (see OFS
Constitutions, Article 79, 1: “...For a third and final successive election to the office of minister..., a
majority of two-thirds of the votes of those present, which must be obtained on the first ballot, will
be necessary.” If a two-thirds majority is not gotten, Maryann drops out as a candidate. The election
procedes with the first ballot for Minister.
The Poverello, October 2015
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For Vice Minister:
JAVIER AGUILAR

EILEEN SMITH
I have a wonderful
husband, Ray, and two
teenagers, Raymond and
Matthew. My family is very
supportive of my decision
to pursue this position. I
am blessed to have their
encouragement. I have both Bachelor and Master degrees
in Business and Computer Information Systems. I work
for Ford Motor Credit Company and have extensive
leadership experience with project and operations support
assignments over my 30-year career. I am presently a
supervisor in the Marketing Department managing a
team of four. My responsibilities include working with
Ford Motor Company and ensuring new incentive rates
are processed correctly in the various systems. Since
my profession in 2012, I have done several things for
the Fraternity. I lead the efforts for Gospel Happenings,
e.g., Capuchin Service Center Saturday morning
volunteer events, the 2015/2016 RTL Abortion Panels
at the Solanus Center. I am a member of the Formation
Team and co-partner the Orientation Sessions and fill in
as needed in other classes. I have attended the annual
Regional Candidate Orientation sessions. I faithfully
attend our monthly meetings and participate in our
Masses for the Deceased, funeral memorials for deceased
members, Wednesday Healing Services, the Capuchin
Soup Kitchen, St. Clare Society for Regina High School
and the 125th Anniversary Committee. I am available
most evenings and weekends. I truly believe in my heart
God called me to our Fraternity and now is now asking
me to serve in a greater capacity. I want to serve with
love and dedication. I give my “yes” to God and to the
Fraternity in whatever capacity I am to serve.

My love for chemistry and
science led me to pursue a career
in pharmacy. I graduated from
Wayne State University in 1984
with a Bachelor of Science degree
in Pharmacy. I have trained
pharmacy managers, pharmacists
and technicians and I am also a diabetic trainer. Currently
I work for Kroger. In my pursuit for that perfect picture,
my sister Leticia and I have taken hundreds of photos
for the Poverello. Now, I am seeking to expand my
responsibilities by serving on the leadership council.

1....Charles Kelley
4....Debra McCann
......Elizabeth Kessler
8....Eileen Smith
10..Elaine Masbouth
......Ona Moore
11...Eugene Snyders
15..Ralph Barnowsky
......Judith Vickerman
18..Frank Liccardello

19..Joseph Marra
......Mary Krempasky
20..Tom Ricard
22..Janet Bodell
......Ben Stapel
24..Anna May Jezak
27..Diane Raymond
29..Ralph Marson
30..Therese Joseph

FOR TREASURER
LAURA SAPIAN
I have been the treasurer of our fraternity for the past four years, working with Gene
Snyders for a year before taking over the responsibilities myself. I am comfortable in this
role and would like to continue for the next three years, should I be voted in. I have a
Master’s Degree in Business and a Bachelor’s Degree in Accounting, both from Madonna
University in Livonia. Thank you for the opportunity to serve in this manner. God bless
you all and our fraternity.
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FOR SECRETARY
RAY MYLENEK
My wife, Donna, and I have been married for 37 years. We have two children and seven
grandchildren. I received my primary and secondary education in the Detroit Public School
System, Bachelor’s degree from the University of Detroit Mercy, and graduate studies at
Central Michigan University. I retired from General Motors in 2011, with 45 years of service
as an engineering manager. During the 60s, my life was interrupted by a brief request from the
government … I was drafted into the Army and served a tour of duty in Vietnam.
I would like to be the Secretary for the St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscan Fraternity. I
believe that I would be a “good fit” for this position, I can spell well, I take good notes, and I
am “way too organized” … so much that my wife finds my attention to detail annoying, at best.
I must however, make one qualifier … there is no way I, or anyone else, could fill the shoes of
Tony Lienert. Tony was a remarkable man, a brilliant man, and a true Franciscan. I am humbled
to be nominated to be our Fraternity’s secretary knowing that I may be following in the footsteps
of such a wonderful man.
FOR FORMATION MINISTER
SYLVIA SNIGIER
I was professed into the
Secular Franciscan Order in
1993. I joined the formation team
in 1995. I recently joined the
Society of St. Vincent de Paul at
St. Valentine Parish. I help out at
the Soup Kitchen and Capuchin Service Center. I am on
the team for the Third Wednesday of the month for the
Healing Service. I will serve my formation team and
fraternity the best I can, with the help of the Holy Spirit.
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JOHN BODELL
I thank you for the nomination
of Formation Minister. I realize
the importance of this position in
our Fraternity and serving on the
Council. I have been associated with
St. Bonaventure the past 20 years.
I used to accompany Janet to meetings and attended
interfaith meetings under the direction of Maxine. My
conversion and decision to become a member of St.
Bonaventure began in 2000. I was professed in 2003.
I enrolled at Sacred Heart Seminary to study for the
diaconate. I served as Formation Minister from 2006
until 2012. I introduced Rule Reflections as a part of
3rd Sunday gatherings. I have attended several regional
formation retreats. We also have had many 3rd Sunday
gatherings focused on peace and justice, mission trips,
community programs for volunteering. I tried to introduce
unity and identity with our brown shirts. I feel that I can
offer experience in my 11 trips to Haiti and two trips
to Nicaragua leading mission teams. I have practiced
surgery in Trenton for the past 40 years, having served
many leadership positions at both Beaumont-Trenton and
Henry Ford Wyandotte hospitals. I have been a regional
Dean for the Kirksville College of Osteopathic Medicine
for 3rd- and 4th-year medical students. I established a
medical clinic in River Rouge for children of Head Start
programs.
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FOR COUNCILOR-AT-LARGE (VOTE FOR FOUR [4])
JAVIER AGUILAR
Javier was also nomninated for Vice Minister. See the bio on page 6.

JOYCE BROUILLETTE

ONA MOORE
I am married and have five children and eight grandchildren. I majored in
parapsychological, astronoma, private security investigations with a 3.5 GPA on the
Dean’s list at Lawton Business College. A caregiver and trained in this field under
the Elderly Law Center, I am currently going to school for Earth Sciences – Ecology
for the Green Project at Wayne State University. I was elected to the Citizen District
Council of Macdengal Hart Area. I would like to serve on the leadership council
because I can bring my life experiences and ideals to the council. I have served in
the Detroit community from 1994 to 2015. If I am elected, I will work hard to bring
good resources to help to improve the Secular Franciscan Order.

MARY MYLER

PAT LONG
I am a retired teacher. I have
shared my insights and faithfully
attended the monthly meetings for
over 35 years. I will gladly serve as
a councilor, if I am elected.
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EILEEN SMITH
Eileen was also nomninated for Vice Minister. See the bio on page 6.

MELISSA LINDOW
I have been a Secular Franciscan since 2004. I am a registered nurse with a Bachelor
of Science Degree in nursing. I work at Henry Ford Macomb Hospital. This gives me
the opportunity to comfort the suffering. I am member of the 322nd Medical Company,
US Army Reserve. It is an honor to serve my country and protect our freedoms. I
have degrees in Pastoral Ministry and parish nursing. I volunteer with the Faith and
Fellowship Program through St. Charles Church and assist with the social after Healing
Service on Wednesdays at St. Bonaventure’s. I am taking piano lessons which I enjoy.
I would like our meetings to be a time that we connect with each other and reach out to
someone new in the group. I believe in helping the sick, lonely and vulnerable members
of society. I have two grown children and three granddaughters.
EUGENE SNYDERS

DEDICATION OF THE ROSARY GARDEN AND OPEN HOUSE

The ROSARY GARDEN behind the Solanus Casey Center will be dedicated and blessed
on Sunday, October 11, at 11:00 a.m. The Solanus Casey Center is hosting an open house
following the dedication until 3:00 p.m. All are welcome!
The Poverello, October 2015
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

Friday

Saturday

2

3
7:00 pm:
TRANSITUS

Bl. Hippolytus
Galantini, OFS &
Bl. Anthony
Chevrier, OFS

5

4
Solemnity of
St. Francis
Proper

Ordinary Time
Week 27

7:00 pm:
VESPERS
of St. Francis

St. Anna
Schäffer, OFS

11

Pss Wk 3

6

7

8

St. Mary Frances
Gallo, OFS &
Bl. Marianne Mogas
Fontcuberta, OFS

9

10

Meldrum
Soup Kitchen:
10:30-1:00

10 AM
Leadership
Council Meeting
Franciscan
Martyrs of Ceuta
in Morocco &
Bl. Angela Mary
Truszkowska, OFS

12

13

14

15

16

17

19

20

21

22

23

24

Ordinary Time
Week 28

Pss Wk 4
St. John XXIII, OFS
Rosary Garden
Blessing and Open
House
11am -3 pm

18
Ordinary Time
Week 29
Pss Wk 1

Bl. Contardo
Ferrini, OFS

Bl. Luigi
Guanella, OFS &
St. Anthony Mary
Claret, OFS

St. John Paul II

CHAPTER
of

ELECTIONS
11:00 a.m.

25
Ordinary Time
Week 30
Pss Wk 2

10

26

27

28

29
Bl. Restituta
Kafka, OFS

30

31
Mass for
all deceased
Franciscans,
Parents and
Benefactors
10 AM
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Fax et Phonum
Minister
Maryann Kummer
Vice Minister
Teresa Westbrook-Lienert
Treasurer
Laura Sapian
Secretary
vacant
Formation Minister
Sylvia Snigier
Councillors-at-Large:
Patricia Cardellio
Caroline Florescu
Melissa Lindow
Beverly Sapian
Joseph Sapian
Mary Williams
Spiritual Assistant:
Br. Patrick McSherry, OFM Cap
APPOINTMENTS
Infirmarian:
Jo Marie Nardi
Continuing Formation:
Beverly Sapian
Healing Service Coordinator:
Melissa Lindow
Soup Kitchen Coordinator:
Joseph Sapian
Hospitality Coordinator:
Pat Cardellio
Annual Picnic Coordinators:
Terry Westbrook-Lienert
Gospel Happenings Coordinator:
Laura Sapian

The Poverello is published by the
St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscan Fraternity
1780 Mt. Elliott St.
Detroit, Michigan 48207
Phone: 313-579-2100, ext. 136
e-mail: OFSDetroit@gmail.com
editor: Br. Pat McSherry, OFM Cap
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MAKING FRATERNITY HAPPEN
Our Fraternity gathers on the Third Sunday of every
month. For more information, contact:
Maryann Kummer
In addition to our monthly Fraternity gathering, some
members also gather in a small group:

Fr. Solanus Cell (2nd Friday, 7:30 pm):

Mary Ann and Hugh Montpetit

FRATERNITY MINISTRY OUTREACH:
Meldrum Soup Kitchen
Usually on the 2nd Friday of each month.
&
Healing Service Social
Wednesdays at 2 PM

Soup Kitchen volunteers for October 9th
Jacqueline Hale
Mary Myler
Letty Aguilar
Ona D. Moore
Jeanine Ward
Marguerite Brannigan
If you are unable to volunteer at the Soup Kitchen on
October 9th, please contact another person from the list
below to take your place.
Stella Mordarski
Javier Aguilar
Ray Mylenek
Joe Gentile
Ron & Liz Kessler
Stephen Haycox
Dorothy Stapel

OFSDetroit@gmail.com
http://www.sfostbonaventure-detroit.org
Join us on FACEBOOK:
St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscans
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