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My dear sisters and brothers,

 May the Lord grant you peace! 

 On behalf of the entire fraternity I want to express our gratitude to Terry Westbrook-Lienert for organizing 
our fraternity picnic held on July 19th, for cooking the hot dogs, and for arriving at the shelter at 9:00 on Sunday 
morning. Special thanks to Caroline Florescu for picking up the hot dogs, bringing games and an extra table, to 
Jacqueline Hale and Pat Meldrum for arriving early to help with the set up, to Ray Mylenek for grilling the 
hot dogs, and for everyone who brought a dish to pass and assisted with the set up and clean up. A very special 
thanks to Javier Aguilar and Letty Aguilar for taking photos at the picnic! The weather was great, the food was 
delicious, and wonderful conversation and lots of laughs were shared together. Thanks everyone for a fantastic 
afternoon!
 Teresa Westbrook-Lienert and I attended the Divine Mercy Regional Fraternity Retreat and Chapter of 
Elections the weekend of August 7-9 in DeWitt, Michigan. The following individuals were elected to serve on the 
Divine Mercy Regional Fraternity Leadership Council: David Seitz, Regional Minister; Jim Graczyk, Vice Minister; 
Theresa Brown, Secretary; Fran Walker, Treasurer; and Councilors: Amy Oatley, Jan Kaeding, Paul DeWeese and 
Annette Dolan.
 A Memorial Mass for Alice Vier, OFS, who was a member of our fraternity for 33 years, will be held on 
Saturday, September 5th at 12 Noon at St. Bonaventure Monastery, followed by a luncheon in the dining room.
 On Sunday, September 20th, our Day of Reflection will begin at 11:00 a.m. Fr. Keith Clark, Capuchin, will 
speak on the topic of Servant Leadership. Please remember to bring a brown bag lunch and, if you are able, a dish 
to share. There is no Mass.
 As they have for hundreds of years, Franciscans throughout the world will gather together on October 3 to 
recall St. Francis’ Transitus from earthly life to eternal life. Yet this service is more than a remembrance of the 
death of the poor man from Assisi, it is also a celebration of the Franciscan spirit that is alive today within each of 
us. I hope that you, your family and friends will attend the Transitus service at 7:00 p.m. on Saturday, October 
3rd and Vespers in honor of St. Francis on Sunday, October 4th at 7:00 p.m.

Reflection
On various levels, each fraternity is animated and guided by a council and minister who are elected by the 
professed according to the Constitutions. Their service, which lasts for a definite period, is marked by a ready 
and willing spirit and is a duty of responsibility to each member and to the community. Within themselves 
the fraternities are structured in different ways according to the norm of the Constitutions, according to 
the various needs of their members and their regions, and under the guidance of their respective council 
(OFS Rule, 21).

The leaders should see to the spiritual and technical preparation and animation of the meetings, both of the 
fraternities and of the councils. They should seek to inspire life and soul into the fraternities by their own 
witness, suggesting appropriate means for the development of the life of the fraternity and of apostolic 
activities in the light of the fundamental Franciscan options. They should see to it that the decisions made 
are carried out and they should promote collaboration among the brothers and sisters (OFS Constitutions, 
31.1; 31.2; 31.3; 31.4).

But Jesus called them together and said, “Among the heathen, kings are tyrants and each minor official 
lords it over those beneath him. But among you it is quite different. Anyone wanting to be a leader among 
you must be your servant. And if you want to be right at the top, you must serve like a slave. Your attitude 
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must be like my own, for I, the Messiah, did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give my life as a 
ransom for many” (Mt 20:26-28).

 By virtue of our baptism and profession every Secular Franciscan is a servant leader. However, the way in 
which we live out our specific leadership depends upon our unique talents and gifts. As we open our hearts to the 
Holy Spirit, we will be guided to the way in which we can best be of service to others. Whatever form of service 
we are called to perform, it must be focused on serving others and with an attitude of love and humility for our 
brothers and sisters. When we serve others in humility and love, we become Christ for the other.

So when he had washed their feet and put his garments back on and reclined at table again, he said to them, 
“Do you realize what I have done for you? You call me ‘teacher’ and ‘master’ and rightly so, for indeed I 
am. If I, therefore, the master and teacher, have washed your feet, you ought to wash one another’s feet. I 
have given you a model to follow, so that as I have done for you, you should also do” (Jn 13:12-15).

 In this Gospel passage, Jesus shows his disciples and us what God’s love looks like. Jesus humbly lowers 
himself before his disciples to show them the depth of his love for them. Jesus provides them and us with the model 
of how we are called to live our lives – in humble service out of a heart full of love for the other. When we serve 
others in humility and love, we become Christ for the other.
 Like Jesus, we are to wash the feet of others in our world today. Perhaps not in the literal sense of washing 
another’s feet, but in the sense of providing humble service to others in our daily life. Our world is in desperate 
need of foot washers – people who are willing to empty themselves in loving service to others. People who take 
the time to offer a warm hug to a lonely person, an encouraging word to someone who has lost hope, a listening 
ear to someone going through a difficult time, being there for a grandchild or family member who is struggling 
with a life decision, volunteering at a soup kitchen or nursing home. Jesus provided us with a model of humble 
service to others, now is the time for us to do the same.

Lord, my God and my loving Father, you have made me to know you, to love you, and to serve you, and 
thereby to find and to fulfill my deepest longings. I know that you are in all things and that every path can 
lead me to you. But of them all, there is one especially by which you want me to come to you. Since I will 
do what you want of me, I pray you, send your Holy Spirit into me: into my mind, to show we what you 
want of me; into my heart to give me the determination to do what you ask and to do it with all my love, 
with all my mind and with all of my strength (United States Conference of Catholic Bishops).

 Please pray for Chapter of Elections scheduled for October 18th.

Your sister in Ss. Francis and Clare,
Maryann

COME AND SEE

 On Sunday, September 20th, the St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscan 
Fraternity is hosting a new class of orientees. The gathering begins at 12 
Noon in the second floor conference room of the Solanus Casey Center. 
Orientees are invited to remain for the fraternity gathering and social, if 
they wish.
 Please consider inviting even just one person to come and see what 
we are about. We are looking for practicing, dedicated Catholics. Invite 
them, and let them decide if they want to pursue the Gospel way of life 
for themselves.
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Members of our Fraternity
Doris Allen
Dan & Jan Atkinson
Kay Balas
Mary Lou Catino
Mary Gillen
Grabowski Family
James Heymes
Caroline Hojna & Family
Anna Marie Jezak
Gary Johnson
Donna Marie Johnston
Louis Joseph
Joyce Kaminski
Esther Kelley
Mary Klein
Lorraine Korte
Josie Lafata

Frank & Rosalie Liccardello
Teresa Lienert
Patricia Long
Joseph Marra
Mabel Michaels
Hugh Montpetit
Barbara Pardington
Bob Peckham
George Pelyak
Tom Ricard
Mary Saber
James Schoenherr
Mike & Bridget Schultz
Gene Snyders
Linda Solis
Ben Stapel
Joseph Wisk

Relatives needing prayers:
Mary Ann Bridge, daughter of Connie Musial
Fr. Edward Ertzbischoff, brother of Julia
Caroline & Peter DeLuca, relatives of Marguerite Brannigan
Alice Greene, sister of Hank Forys
Denise Joseph, daughter of Louis
David Kaminski, son of Joyce
Stephanie Kummer, mother of Maryann
Irene Kutchey, daughter-in-law of Julia Ertzbischoff
Ilene Manning and Family
Jean Nozewski, wife of Thomas
Teresa Poole, mother of Mary
Lorraine Roberts, cousin of Julia Ertzbischoff-Donohue
Barbara Sienkiewicz, daughter of Connie Musial
Nellie Westbrook, mother of Theresa
Sandra Woods Family

Memorials by Jo Marie Nardi:
Emma Alexander, Michael Lucy and Philip Zito, Edward 
Bessette, Frances Ala, Patricia Decaro, Virginia Palazzola, 
Eva Fleck
 Please help to keep our prayer list up-to-date. Call:

Jo Marie Nardi

Pray Daily
for Vocations to the
Secular Franciscan 

Order

SEPTEMBER

 1 ........ Theresa Coschino
 2 ........ Rita Collins
 4 ........ Joyce Brouillette
 8 ........ Mary Burghardt
 15 ........ Ray Mylenek
 18 ........ George Pelyak
 24 ........ Sheryl Ann Nordstrom
  Br. Pat McSherry
 25 ........ Joe Gentile
 26 ........ Lorraine Korte

Our Deceased
Alice Vier, V 26 July 2015
Tony Lienert, V 21 August 2015
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Chapter of Elections Update
 Please join me in praying the following prayer daily that our fraternity will experience a Spirit-filled election 
process.

Lord, you know me even better than I know myself.
Therefore, I come to you in that same spirit

as our Father Francis and Mother Clare
to know how I can respond

to the many needs of our Fraternity.

I pray with Francis:
“All high, glorious God

cast your light into the darkness of my heart.
Lord, give me right faith,
firm hope, perfect charity,

profound humility, wisdom and insight
so that I may do what is truly your holy will.”

First Call for Nominations

 At our fraternity gathering held on August 16th, we held our first call for nominations for the positions on the 
Leadership Council. The results of the first call for nominations are:

Minister
 Maryann Kummer

Vice Minister
 Eileen Smith
 Javier Aguilar
 Janet Bodell

Secretary
 Ray Mylenek

Treasurer
 Laura Sapian

Formation Minister
 Sylvia Snigier
 John Bodell

Councilors at-large 
 Ona Moore
 Ron Kessler
 Liz Kessler
 Letty Aguilar
 Javier Aguilar
 Patricia Long
 Teresa Westbrook-Lienert
 Janet Bodell

NEXT STEPS

 A second call for nominations will be held at our Day of Reflection on Sunday, September 20th.

 A photo of each nominee, a brief statement about the nominee, their past service to the fraternity, and their 
reason for serving on the leadership council will be published in the October Poverello.

 A last call for nominations will be held just prior to casting our votes on Sunday, October 18th. 

PLEASE NOTE ON YOUR CALENDAR

Chapter of Elections will be held on Sunday, October 18th 
beginning at 11:00 a.m.
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My thanks for all your prayers while i was away.
it was a fantastic experience!

Br. pat

TONY LIENERT
secretary of our Fraternity, 
passed away unexpectedly 
on August 21, 2015. Besides 
serving as secretary, Tony and 
his wife, Teresa Westbrook-
Lienert, also served as 
Hospitality Coordinators. For 
years they made reservations 

for a spot on Belle Isle for our annual picnic, and 
camped out early in the morning to claim it for 
ourselves. Our heartfelt condolences to Teresa 
and to their family. Rest in peace, brother!
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Soup Kitchen:

10:30-1:00
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Ordinary Time
Week 26
Pss Wk 2

Ordinary Time
Week 25
Pss Wk 1

OFS Day of 
reflection

11:00 a.m.

Ordinary Time
Week 24
Pss Wk 4

30

10 AM
Leadership 

Council Meeting

Ordinary Time
Week 23
Pss Wk 3

BD: Br. Pat (65)

25 26

27 28 29

Feast of the Stigmata
of St. Francis

Franciscan 
“Martyrs of  September”

St. Rose of Viterbo,
OFS

Franciscan 
“Martyrs of  Japan”

Holy Name
of Mary &

St. Catherine of 
Genua, OFS

Bl. Vincent Cabanes 
& Companions,

OFS Martyrs

Bl. Bernardina 
Jabloñska, TOFR

Bl. Lucy of
Caltagirone, TOR

Bl. Rosario
Quintana Argos,
TOFR Martyrs

Bl. Charels of Bloise, 
OSF &

Bl. Nicholas of
Forca Palena, OFS

Bl. Teresa of
Kolkata (Calcutta)

Birth of the
Bl. Virgin Mary

Feast of the
Holy Cross

Our Lady
of Sorrows

St. (Padre) Pio

Autumn Begins
at 4:21 a.m.

1 2 3
7:00 pm:
Transitus

of St. Francis



Minister
 Maryann Kummer
Vice Minister
 Teresa Westbrook-Lienert
Treasurer
 Laura Sapian
Secretary
 
Formation Minister
 Sylvia Snigier
Councillors-at-Large:
 Patricia Cardellio
 Caroline Florescu
 Melissa Lindow
 Beverly Sapian
 Joseph Sapian
 Mary Williams
Spiritual Assistant:
 Br. Patrick McSherry

APPOINTMENTS
Infirmarian:
 Jo Marie Nardi
Continuing Formation:
 Beverly Sapian
Healing Service Coordinator:
 Melissa Lindow
Soup Kitchen Coordinator:
 Joseph Sapian
Hospitality Coordinator:
 Pat Cardellio
Annual Picnic Coordinator:
 Terry Westbrook-Lienert
Gospel Happenings Coordinator:
 Laura Sapian

The Poverello is published by the
St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscan Fraternity

1780 Mt. Elliott St.
Detroit, Michigan 48207

Phone: 313-579-2100, ext. 136
e-mail: OFSDetroit@gmail.com

editor: Br. Pat McSherry, OFM Cap

MAKING FRATERNITY HAPPEN

Our Fraternity gathers on the Third Sunday of every 
month. For more information, contact:
 Maryann Kummer

In addition to our monthly Fraternity gathering, some 
members also gather in a small group:
 Fr. Solanus Cell (2nd Friday, 7:30 pm):
 Mary Ann and Hugh Montpetit

FRATERNITY MINISTRY OUTREACH:
Meldrum Soup Kitchen

Usually on the 2nd Friday of each month.
&

Healing Service Social
Wednesdays at 2 PM

Soup Kitchen volunteers for September 11th

Jacqueline Hale
Mary Myler

Letty Aguilar
Ona D. Moore
Jeanine Ward

Marguerite Brannigan

If you are unable to volunteer at the Soup Kitchen on 
September 11th, please contact another person from the 
list below to take your place.

Stella Mordarski
Javier Aguilar
Ray Mylenek
Joe Gentile

Ron & Liz Kessler
Stephen Haycox
Dorothy Stapel
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OFSDetroit@gmail.com
http://www.sfostbonaventure-detroit.org

Join us on FACEBOOK:
St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscans

Fax et Phonum



St. Bonaventure
Secular Franciscan Fraternity
1780 Mount Elliott Street
Detroit, Michigan 48207


