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Minister’s Letter
My sisters and brothers,
Peace and all good!
At our fraternity gathering on January 17th, we held welcoming and admissions ceremonies. Bernadette
Milkowski formally began the Inquiry Phase of our Initial Formation Program. Welcome Bernadette! Paula Jerzy,
Mary Krempasky and Leno Poli were admitted into the Candidacy Phase. Congratulations Paula, Mary, and
Leno!
At our fraternity gathering in January, I shared with you a vision for our fraternity focusing on relationshipbuilding with our orientees, inquirers, candidates, active and permanently excused members, the regional and
local fraternities, and service opportunities to our permanently excused members, to our Capuchin ministries, and
outreach to community organizations. The vision is based on the ideas you shared at our June fraternity gathering
on the areas you wanted to focus on during the next three years, my own reflection on your ideas, and input from
the members of our Leadership Council.
During the past few months, Br. Pat McSherry and I have been working on updating our Member Directory.
Copies of the Directory were distributed at the January fraternity gathering and will be available at our February
fraternity gathering. Please remember that the purpose of the Directory is for the internal communication among our
fraternity members only with regard to information involving our fraternity (cancellation of fraternity gatherings,
death notices, reminders about fraternity activities, etc.). Only those members listed in the Directory will receive
a copy of the Directory. Please do not give out any member’s address, email address, or phone number to anyone
outside of our fraternity (not to Seculars belonging to other fraternities, not to Capuchins, not to friends, not even
if you think “they wouldn’t mind”.
PLEASE NOTE ON YOUR CALENDAR:
Thanks to the efforts of Eileen Smith our fraternity will be hosting a Right to Life Panel Discussion on
Abortion and Life on Saturday, February 13th at 1:00 p.m. in the Dining Room at the Solanus Casey Center.
I encourage all fraternity members to attend this event and, if you are able, please bring some cookies for the
reception.
At the December Leadership Council meeting we decided that, in light of our vision to focus on relationshipbuilding, peacemaking and bridge-building, we would invite someone from the Muslim community to enter into a
conversation with us so that we could gain an understanding of our Muslim sisters and brothers and to explore ways
in which we might help the situation, especially in this time when they experiencing stress and prejudice. Eileen
Smith has arranged for Imam Mohammad Ali Elahi from the Islamic House of Wisdom in Dearborn Heights to
be our speaker at our fraternity gathering on Sunday, February 21st at 1:30 p.m. I encourage all fraternity members
to attend this historic event in the life of our fraternity.
Hank Forys informed me that, between our fraternity and the St. Clare Franciscan Society, over 40 cases of
water were collected for the people of Flint. On behalf of the people in Flint who will benefit from your generosity,
I thank you. Art Van will continue to accept donations until further notice. Thanks, Hank, for coordinating this
effort!
If, for tax purposes, you would like a letter stating your financial contributions to our fraternity in 2015, please
call Laura Sapian before February 22nd.
Reflection
United by their vocation as brothers and sisters of penance, and motivated by the dynamic power of the
Gospel, let them conform their thoughts and deeds to those of Christ by means of that radical interior
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change which the Gospel itself calls conversion. Human frailty makes it necessary that this conversion be
carried out daily.
– OFS Rule, 7
“Even now, says the Lord, return to me with your whole heart…” (Joel 2:12)
God has extended an invitation to each of us to return to him with our whole heart and whatever we may hold
within the depths of our heart – our fears, dreams, joy, concerns and even the broken, wounded pieces of our heart
that lie hidden within us. God invites us to come to him just as we are, to deepen our relationship with him and
to experience his tender love and mercy for us. Once we have experienced the tender love and mercy of God, we
can then extend that same compassion and mercy to others.
As we prepare to embark on our Lenten journey in the context of this extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy, it is
important for us to carve out some quiet time in our busy lives to reflect on and create an action plan for how we are
going to spend these next six weeks. Because of the Jubilee Year, this Lenten season is a privileged opportunity to
open wide the doors of our hearts to allow the gift of God’s grace and mercy to enter in and transform our hearts.
If you are looking for ways to journey through the Lenten season of the Jubilee Year of Mercy, you might want
to consider some of the following steps suggested by Pope Francis in his encyclical, Misericordiæ Vultus (i.e., The
Face of Mercy).
1. LIVE LENT MORE INTENSELY
“The season of Lent during this Jubilee Year should also be lived more intensely as a privileged moment
to celebrate and experience God’s mercy.”
2. CONTEMPLATE GOD’S MERCY IN SCRIPTURE
“How many pages of Sacred Scripture are appropriate for meditation during the weeks of Lent to help us
rediscover the merciful face of the Father! We can repeat the words of the prophet Micah 7:18-19) and make
them our own: ‘You, O Lord, are a God who takes away iniquity and pardons sin, who does not hold your
anger forever, but are pleased to show mercy. You, Lord, will return to us and have pity on your people.
You will trample down our sins and toss them into the depths of the sea’.
“The pages of the prophet Isaiah (58:6-11) can also be meditated upon concretely during this season of
prayer, fasting and works of charity: ‘Is not this the fast that I choose: to loosen the bonds of wickedness,
to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your
bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover
him, and not to hide yourself from your own flesh? Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, and
your healing shall spring up speedily; your righteousness shall go before you, the glory of the Lord shall
be your rear guard. Then you shall call and the Lord will answer; you shall cry, and he will say, ‘Here I
am’. If you take away from the midst of you the yoke, the pointing of the finger, and speaking wickedness,
if you pour yourself out for the hungry and satisfy the desire of the afflicted, then shall your light rise in
the darkness and your gloom be as the noonday. And the Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy your
desire with good things, and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring
of water, whose waters fail not.’”
3. PARTICIPATE IN “24 HOURS FOR THE LORD”
“The initiative of the “24 Hours for the Lord,” to be celebrated on the Friday (March 4th) and Saturday (March
5th) preceding the Fourth Week of Lent, should be implemented in every diocese.” [It is my understanding
that dioceses across the world will be holding services offering the Sacrament of Reconciliation.]
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4. GO TO CONFESSION
“Let us place the Sacrament of Reconciliation at the center once more in such a way that it will enable
people to touch the grandeur of God’s mercy with their own hands. For every penitent, it will be a source
of true interior peace.”
5. WALK THROUGH A HOLY DOOR
“On that day (December 8, 2015), the Holy Door will become a Door of Mercy through which anyone
who enters will experience the love of the God who consoles, pardons and instills hope. On the following
Sunday, the Third Sunday of Advent, the Holy Door of the Cathedral of Rome – that is, the Basilica of St.
John Lateran – will be opened. In the following weeks, the Holy Doors of the other Papal Basilicas will be
opened. On the same Sunday, I will announce that in every local church, at the cathedral – the mother church
of the faithful in any particular area – a Door of Mercy will be opened for the duration of the Holy Year.”
[On December 13, 2015, Archbishop Vigneron opened the Holy Door at the Cathedral of the Most Blessed
Sacrament. Individuals are invited to pass through the Holy Door on the first Friday of each month from
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., and on every Sunday from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. to receive a Plenary Indulgence.]
I also invite you to join me in prayer for our Capuchin Brothers: Patrick McSherry, Michael Sullivan, Steven
Kropp, Bede Louzon, Phillip Naessens, Albert Sandor, Tom Nguyen and Joe Monachino who will be in Rome
from February 5-12. For the Jubilee Year of Mercy, the bodies of two sainted Capuchins, noted for their reconciling
mercy in the confessional – St. [Padre] Pio and St. Leopold of Hercegovina [Castelnuovo] – will be brought to St.
Peter’s Basilica. On February 9th, Pope Francis will meet with Capuchins from throughout the world. On February
10th, at St. Peter’s Basilica, Pope Francis will commission the Missionaries of Mercy, including our Capuchin
Brothers. The Missionaries of Mercy will also concelebrate with Pope Francis for the Mass of Ash Wednesday.
You might want to watch the event on EWTN’s broadcast, or tape it for later viewing.
I pray that you and your family will experience anew God’s presence, mercy and love during this Lenten season
of the extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy.
Happy Valentine’s Day!
Your sister in Ss. Francis and Clare,
Maryann

Come and See

On Sunday, April 17th, the St. Bonaventure Secular
Franciscan Fraternity is hosting a new class of orientees.
The gathering begins at 12 Noon in the second floor
conference room of the Solanus Casey Center. Orientees
are invited to remain for the fraternity gathering and
social, if they wish.
Please consider inviting even just one person to come
and see what we are about. We are looking for practicing,
dedicated Catholics. Invite them, and then let them
decide if they want to pursue our Gospel way of life for
themselves.
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Members of our Fraternity
Doris Allen
Dan & Jan Atkinson
Kay Balas
Mary Lou Catino
Mary Gillen
Grabowski Family
James Heymes
Caroline Hojna & Family
Anna Marie Jezak
Gary Johnson
Donna Marie Johnston
Louis Joseph
Joyce Kaminski
Esther Kelley
Liz and Ron Kessler
Mary Klein
Lorraine Korte
Josie Lafata

Frank & Rosalie Liccardello
Teresa Lienert
Patricia Long
Ilene Manning
Joseph Marra
Mabel Michaels
Hugh Montpetit
Barbara Pardington
Bob Peckham
George Pelyak
Tom Ricard
Mary Saber
James Schoenherr
Mike & Bridget Schultz
Gene Snyders
Linda Solis
Ben Stapel
Joseph Wisk

Relatives needing prayers:
Mary Ann Bridge, daughter of Connie Musial
Kate Comizio, Br. Pat’s sister (Multiple Sclerosis)
Fr. Edward Ertzbischoff, brother of Julia
Alice Greene, sister of Hank Forys
Denise Joseph, daughter of Louis
David Kaminski, son of Joyce
Stephanie Kummer, mother of Maryann
Ilene Manning and Family
Michael McSherry, Br. Pat’s brother (cancer, stage 4)
Jean Nozewski, wife of Thomas
Teresa Poole, mother of Mary
Barbara Sienkiewicz, daughter of Connie Musial
Nellie Westbrook, mother of Theresa
Sandra Woods Family
Please help to keep our prayer list up-to-date. Call:

Jo Marie Nardi
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1..........Stephen Haycox
3..........Mary Ann Montpetit
14........Leno Poli
20........Mabel Michaels
28........Teresa Westbrook-Lienert

Be the Merciful Presence of God
“In order to be capable of mercy, therefore, we must
first of all dispose ourselves to listen to the Word of
God. This means rediscovering the value of silence in
order to meditate on the Word that comes to us. In this
way, it will be possible to contemplate God’s mercy
and adopt it as our lifestyle.”
– Misericordiæ Vultus, n. 13

“Lord, your words and deeds reveal the tender mercy
and love of God. You continue to reveal yourself in so
many ways, but I often do not pay attention. You are
present in my heart, in creation, in the Word of God, in
the Eucharist and sacraments, in the human condition,
and especially in the poor. Move me to create a sacred
space where I can be present to you. Inspire me to
prayerfully read your Word and meditate on the
various ways you reveal God’s love and mercy. Help
me to rediscover the richness of the Word of God and
its power to transform me in your image and likeness.
Amen.”
– Pope Francis, Living Lent with Mercy

Pray Daily
for Vocations to the
Secular Franciscan
Order
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Celebrating Mary Krempasky

Mary was born to Donald and Frances Norris on October 19, 1938 at Grace Hospital
in Detroit, Michigan. Mary’s name was supposed to be Margaret Mary (St. Margaret
Mary whose feast day is on October 17), but a mistake was made on the birth certificate
and she was named Mary Margaret!
Mary grew up in Detroit, Michigan in a big, happy family. Her parents had nine
children, two of whom died at birth, and her sister Geraldine died at the age of 19. That
left Mary with five brothers – two older and three younger: Donald, Ronald, Kenneth,
Edwin and Robert.
Mary attended Blessed Sacrament School from grades 1-12, and was graduated
from Blessed Sacrament High School. She attended Wayne State University’s College
of Education for three years, but had to drop out during her senior year in order to be a

caregiver.
Mary began her work career while still in high school when she was hired by Sander’s Ice Cream and Bakery.
Later, she was promoted to manager of their Home Delivery unit. She worked on the old IBM machines, which
was a big deal back then, it was like a super big computer that took up the whole room! After getting married,
Mary began a new career in the Detroit Public School System. She began as a para-pro, assisting in the Head Start
Program in 1967. Over th eyears she wore many hats in the Detroit Public Schools: secretary, principal for a week,
vice-principal for six weeks, and liaison between Neinas School and the community in Southwest Detroit.
Mary was promoted to Educational Technician and worked at Holy Redeemer High School’s Learning Center,
teaching Math and Reading on the computer (1990-1996). She transferred to St. Jude’s on the Eastside and retired
from DPS in 2005, after 38 years of service.
Mary married the love of her life, Steve Krempasky, on April 22, 1961 at Holy Redeemer Church. They have
been happily married for 54 years. They have four beautiful daughters: Frances, Mary, Christine and Joanne, and
three wonderful grandchildren: Luke, Audrey and Sabrina. Mary brags unabashedly about how smart and talented
they are!
Mary belonged to Holy Redeemer parish for 58 years. She was the chairperson of the Parish Council for three
terms, and also served as chair of the Worship Commission. She coordinated a variety of activities, including the
St. Patrick’s Day Party, ethnic potluck dinners and, for many years, helped with the Parish Fall Festival/Carnival.
She helped with the EDGE Program — a youth group for Middle School children, and continues to serve as a
Eucharistic Minister.
In September, Mary and Steve moved to Canton and are leaning toward joining St. John the Apostle Church
in Garden City. Mary learned about the Secular Franciscans from Elaine Masbouth. Mary said that Elaine is truly
an inspiration. [Thank you, Elaine!]
Mary very much enjoys bowling and reading, and since moving into their new condo, she enjoys sitting and
watching the beautiful sunrises. To get her day off to a great start, Mary says “Good Morning, Jesus!”. She feels
very blessed, knowing that God loves her, as does our Blessed Mother!
We love you, too, Mary!
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Bernadette Milkowski
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“Christians and Muslims are brothers and sisters,
and we must act as such.”

– Pope Francis — @Pontifex 30 Nov 2015

Upon assuming the reins of the papacy...Pope Francis has consistently and repeatedly reached out to Muslims.
Here are just a few examples:
• In one of his first papal speeches, given on March 22, Francis announced he wanted to “intensify dialogue
among the various religions. And I am thinking particularly of dialogue with Islam.”
• Just days later, celebrating his first Holy Thursday Mass, Francis broke with tradition, washing the feet of a
Serbian Muslim woman — an inmate from a prison in Rome.
• In an August 2 message, Francis took the rare step of extending a personal message to Muslims preparing to
celebrate Ramadan. In the past, such ecumenical greetings came from the Vatican’s office of interfaith dialogue.
This time, the Bishop of Rome took the personal initiative, extending his “esteem and friendship” to Muslims.
• Francis again reached out at the end of Ramadan. In an Angelus message, he urged Christians and Muslims to
strive together to “promote mutual respect.”
• Two weeks later, the Holy Father made another eye-opening move when he bowed to a smiling Queen Rania
of Jordan who was visiting the Vatican. Rania, wife of King Abdullah II, presides over the largest Palestinian
population of any country.
Amid the many such gestures in such a short period, Francis has also been staunch in his calls for peace in the
conflict in Syria, which is a matter of Muslims killing Muslims in a terrible civil war. He called for an international
day of fasting and prayer for peace in Syria on September 7.
Ahmad Badreddin Hassoun, the Grand Mufti of Syria, who is the spiritual leader of Syrian Sunni Muslims,
was so affected by Francis’ appeal that he publicly expressed his wish to join the pope in St. Peter’s for the vigil.
The mufti asked his fellow Muslims to “welcome the appeal to pray for peace.” He invited them to pray on
September 7, simultaneously and in communion with Pope Francis, and to do so in mosques throughout Syria. In
striking language, speaking of the Pope as a “father,” the mufti said that Syrian Muslims view the Holy Father as
a “true spiritual leader … who speaks for the true good of the Syrian people.”
In all, this is quite remarkable. Should we be surprised at this outreach to Muslims by Pope Francis? I don’t
think so. When Cardinal Bergoglio looked to St. Francis for his papal name, it wasn’t to witness to birds and trees.
Many forget that the 13th century saint stepped off the battlefield of the crusades to reach out to Muslims. In 1219
AD, a time of terrible religious strife, Francis headed by foot and horse to Egypt where he hoped to win over the
world’s most powerful Muslim: Sultan Malik al-Kamil.
For the record, that voyage did not convert the sultan, but it impressed him greatly, giving him a much more
positive view of Christians and their faith — and their representative. Pope Francis has thus far done the same.
Here’s hoping he has even greater success over the months and years ahead.
– Paul Kengor
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Christianity is a Way of Life...
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Islam is a Way of Life...
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Throats
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14

Friday

Saturday

5

12
Meldrum
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LENT 1
Pss Wk 1

21

Capuchin
Service Center:
9:00-Noon

LENT 2
Pss Wk 2

Fraternity
Gathering
1:30 p.m.
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LENT 3
Pss Wk 3
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Fax et Phonum
Minister
Maryann Kummer
Vice Minister
Eileen Smith
Treasurer
Laura Sapian
Secretary
Ray Mylenek
Formation Minister
Sylvia Snigier
Councilors:
Javier Aguilar
Joyce Brouilette
Onakapoma Moore
Mary Myler
Spiritual Assistant:
Br. Patrick McSherry, OFM Cap
APPOINTMENTS
Continuing Formation Coordinator:
Eileen Smith
Gospel Happenings Coordinator:
Brittney Walendzik		
Healing Service Social Coordinators:
Ron & Liz Kessler
Hospitality Coordinator:
TBA
Infirmarian:
Jo Marie Nardi
JPIC Coordinator:
Joyce Brouillette
Soup Kitchen Coordinator:
Ray Mylenek
Annual Picnic Coordinator:
Ona Moore

The Poverello is published by the
St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscan Fraternity
1780 Mt. Elliott St.
Detroit, Michigan 48207
Phone: 313-579-2100, ext. 136
e-mail: OFSDetroit@gmail.com
editor: Br. Pat McSherry, OFM Cap
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MAKING FRATERNITY HAPPEN
Our Fraternity gathers on the Third Sunday of every
month. For more information, contact:
Maryann Kummer
In addition to our monthly Fraternity gathering, some
members also gather in a small group:
Fr. Solanus Cell (2nd Friday, 7:30 pm):
Mary Ann and Hugh Montpetit
FRATERNITY MINISTRY OUTREACH:
Meldrum Soup Kitchen
Usually on the 2nd Friday of each month.
&
Healing Service Social
Wednesdays at 2 PM

Fruitful Living:

OFSDetroit@gmail.com
http://www.sfostbonaventure-detroit.org
Join us on FACEBOOK:
St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscans
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