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My dear sisters and brothers,

 As has been our custom in past years, our June fraternity gathering will be held on the second Sunday of the 
month – June 12th – to avoid a conflict with Fathers’ Day which falls on the third Sunday of June.
 At our fraternity gathering on Sunday, June 12th, the elected members of the Leadership Team will give an 
accounting of their service during the past year. A copy of their written Chapter reports will be mailed to you 
prior to the fraternity gathering. In order to make the best use of our time on June 12th, I encourage you to read 
the reports and prepare any questions you may have before coming to the fraternity gathering. Please make every 
effort to attend this important meeting. 
 Please note on your calendar: our annual fraternity picnic will be held on Sunday, July 17th from 12 Noon 
to 4:00 p.m. at Woodside Shelter (#16) on Belle Isle. More detailed information about the picnic is available in 
this joint issue of The Poverello.

Reflection

“Secular Franciscans, therefore, should seek to encounter the living and active person of Christ in 
their brothers and sisters, in Sacred Scripture, in the Church, and in liturgical activity. The faith of 
St. Francis, who often said: “I see nothing bodily of the Most High Son of God in this world except 
his most holy body and blood, should be the inspiration and pattern of their Eucharistic life.” (OFS 
Rule, 5)

 For my reflection this month, I wanted to share with you the following excerpt from a book I am reading 
entitled, Pope Francis and the Joy of the Gospel: Rediscovering the Heart of a Disciple by Edward Sri.

“To overcome the culture of exclusion, Pope Francis calls us to build a ‘culture of encounter’ – a culture 
in which we get out of ourselves and have personal contact with the people around us, really looking at 
them, listening to them and treating them as true brothers and sisters. He illustrated this vision of encounter 
poignantly in a 2013 address to pilgrims in Buenos Aires in which he challenges us to give something much 
more valuable than money to the poor. He challenges us to give of ourselves.

“I sometimes ask people: ‘Do you give alms?’ They say to me: ‘Yes, Father.’ ‘And when you give alms, 
do you look the person you are giving them to in the eye?’ ‘Oh, I don’t know, I don’t really notice.’ ‘Then 
you have not really encountered him. You tossed him the alms and walked off. When you give alms, do 
you touch the person’s hand or do you throw the coin?’ ‘No, I throw the coin.’ ‘So you did not touch him. 
And if you don’t touch him you don’t meet him.’

“These words about the poor can be applied to all of our relationships. Pope Francis challenges us to have 
a true encounter with the people who are part of our daily lives. Do I know what is going on in the lives of 
the people in my office? Do I take time to truly share life with my children? Do I know what is weighing 
on my spouse’s heart? As relational beings, all persons long for someone to walk beside them, to share 
the joys and sorrows, dreams and fears, triumphs and hardships that make up life. But today, there is a 
‘profound poverty of relationship,’ as Pope Francis said in his message on the 2014 World Day of Peace. 
We are too busy pursuing our own projects and entertaining ourselves on screens to see the real faces of 
the people in our lives.

“Instead of personal encounter – a true sharing of life together – most of our interactions are reduced to 
getting the information we need from a coworker, updating our boss on our projects, successfully getting 
the kids to pick up their toys, and texting our spouse about what time we will be home. There is much 
communication between people in this flurry of activity, but few opportunities to encounter each other 
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personally.

“Consider the people you interact with on a regular basis – your spouse, children, coworkers, friends and 
neighbors. How well do you know what is going on in their lives, what is weighing on their hearts? Pick 
one or two these relationships and consider what you can do practically to encounter them more as persons 
and live more in solidarity with them day-to-day.”

 During this month when we honor our fathers, let us give thanks to our heavenly Father for the gift of the 
Eucharist and for his loving presence with us. To all of my Franciscan brothers, I wish you a Happy Father’s Day!

 Your sister in Ss. Francis and Clare,
 Maryann

 2 �����Jerrold Marsh
 4 �����Hugh Montpetit
 5 �����Joe Sapian
 11 �����Melissa Lindow
 20 �����Patricia Long
 23 �����Theresa Haas
 24 �����Sandra Sherman
 25 �����Joe Wisk
 26 �����Elizabeth Barnowsky
 29 �����Paul Ivan

 1 �����Daniel Atkinson
 4 �����Victoria Valdez
 6 �����Sophia Cisneros
 7 �����Ona Harris-Wilson
 9 �����Joyce Kaminski
 11 �����Anthony Cerroni
 15 �����John Gillen
 16 �����Louis Joseph
 22 �����Beverly Sapian
  Mack Betts
 24 �����Barbara Pardiongton
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Pray Daily
for Vocations to the
Secular Franciscan 

Order

February 10-12, 2017
Women's Weekend retreat

 “I call you my friend” is the theme for 
the forthcoming year at the Capuchin Retreat 
Center in Washington. The dates are February 
10-12, 2017. If you would like to attend, please 
contact Mary Myler.

Members of  our Fraternity
Dan & Jan Atkinson
Kay Balas
John Bodell
Mary Lou Catino
Mary Gillen
Natalie Grabowski & Family
James Heymes
Caroline Hojna
Anna May Jezak
Gary Johnson
Donna Marie Johnston
Louis Joseph
Joyce Kaminski
Esther Kelley
Liz and Ron Kessler
Lorraine Korte
Rosalie Liccardello
Teresa Lienert

Patricia Long
Ilene Manning
Joseph Marra
Patricia Meldrum
Mabel Michaels
Hugh Montpetit
Stella Mordarski
Barbara Pardington
Bob Peckham
George Pelyak
Diane Raymond
Tom Ricard
Mary Saber
James Schoenherr
Mike & Bridget Schultz
Gene Snyders
Ben Stapel
Joseph Wisk

Relatives needing prayers:
Dawn Bodell, daughter of John and Janet
Mary Ann Bridge, daughter of Connie Musial
Kate Comizio, Br. Pat’s sister (Multiple Sclerosis)
Fr. Edward Ertzbischoff, brother of Julia
Alice Greene, sister of Hank Forys
Ted Hojna, husband of Caroline
Denise Joseph, daughter of Louis
David Kaminski, son of Joyce
Stephanie Kummer, mother of Maryann
Manning Family
Jean Nozewski, wife of Thomas
Theresa Poole, mother of Mary
Barbara Sienkiewicz, daughter of Connie Musial
Nellie Westbrook, mother of Theresa
Sandra Woods Family

 Please help to keep our prayer list up-to-date. Call:
Jo Marie Nardi

Our Deceased
Elda Scabich, V 1 December 2015

DIRECTORY UPDATE

Anna Tyler
20119 Tireman

Detroit, MI 48228

Eugene Snyders (effective July 1)
1225 11th Street, Apt� 311 

West Des Moines, Iowa 50265
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Circ. N. 10/14-20
Prot. N. 2817/14-20

Rome, 2015 December 8th

the Feast of the Immaculate Conception
To all the sisters and brothers of the

Secular Franciscan Order (OFS) all over the world

My dearest sisters and brothers,

 May the Good Lord give you his peace!

 The Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy begins today on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception. Many of 
us have been waiting for this Holy Year, though we might not be fully aware of this. We have a deep inner desire 
to live the mercy of God. Mercy is the love of God that he freely gives. It is the expression how he looks at his 
beloved children, whom he created in his own image, without recalling our sins again and again. In his mercy we 
can rediscover his infinite love and also we can rediscover who we are — as human beings, as Christians, and as 
Secular Franciscans.
 “We need to contemplate constantly the mystery of mercy. It is a wellspring of joy, serenity and peace. Our 
salvation depends on it. Mercy: the word reveals the mystery of the Most Holy Trinity. Mercy: the ultimate and 
supreme act by which God comes to meet us. Mercy: the fundamental law that dwells in the heart of every person 
who looks sincerely into the eyes of his brothers and sisters on the journey of life. Mercy: the bridge that connects 
God and humans, opening our hearts to the hope of being loved forever despite our sinfulness.”1

 Therefore, we have “to rediscover the richness encompassed by the spiritual and corporal works of mercy. 
The experience of mercy, indeed, becomes visible in the witness of concrete signs as Jesus himself taught us. 
Every time one of the faithful personally performs one or more of these deeds, he or she shall surely obtain the 
Jubilee Indulgence. Hence, the commitment to live by mercy so as to obtain the grace of complete and exhaustive 
forgiveness by the power of the love of the Father who excludes no one. The Jubilee Indulgence is, therefore, 
completely the result of the same event that should be celebrated and lived in faith, hope and charity.”2

 We need the divine mercy to open our eyes, to open our ears, to open our hearts, so that we may experience 
the goodness of the Lord who invites us to be merciful as well. Our vocation is to become holy as our heavenly 
Father is holy indeed. This means that we have to be merciful, too, as our heavenly Father is merciful.
 The Holy Year of Mercy is a privileged moment also for us to ask the Lord of hosts, to show mercy to us all, 
to help us in daily conversion as the basis for all of us to become builders of the kingdom of God, and to change 
the hearts of the leaders of nations so that they can bring the nations to a better world where human rights and 
religious freedom, care for ceration and the pursuit of the common good are respected. We, Secular Franciscans, 
have to commit ourselves in the various areas of public life,3 to pay attention to the appropriate use of goods and 
of the care of creation. Each one of us has to find out where and how we are called to make our contribution to the 
work of building a better world, trusting in the presence of the divine seed in everyone and in the transforming 
power of love and forgiveness.4

 I invite you to pray for those who especially need divine mercy.
 I invite you all to pray for the poor, for the marginalized, who hardly have any material goods, but very often 

Letter From
secuLar Franciscan

GeneraL minister, tibor kauser,
on the JubiLee year oF mercy
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possess an immense wealth of spiritual goods, and could teach us how close we could get to God through divine 
providence.
 I invite you to pray for all victims of violence throughout the world, no matter how much publicity it has  or 
hasn’t gotten or how many people were affected.
 I invite you to pray for those who have sinned and have not yet started their journey of conversion.
 I invite you to pray for those who are serving among us: in the Church, in society, in our fraternities. May the 
mercy of God enlighten and guide them so that they will always seek the will of God.
 Finally, I invite you to pray that we all may see what we ought to do, individually and also in our fraternities, 
“together with all people of good will, ...being... called to build a more fraternal and gospel world so that the reign 
of God may be brought about more effectively.”5

 In line with this, I’d like to call your attention to some important points.
 Franciscans International, an international NGO of the Franciscan Family, has published a booklet entitled, 
Making human rights work for people living in extreme poverty.6 The brochure is aimed at helping those who 
work in this field, creating a new approach that views extreme poverty as violence against human rights. We 
strongly urge all of you to read and study this booklet, especially all to those who are directly involved in this area 
of social work, to read and study it.
 This publication invites us to strengthen our commitment to the solidarity with the “lesser ones”, with the 
poorest, with the outcast, with the marginalized. We have to be much more sensitive to the suffering of those in 
need, both inside and outside out fraternities. We must be more attentive to the needs of our sisters and brothers 
who live the same charism, the same vocation, in the same Secular Franciscan fraternity whether it be the local 
fraternity or on any other level. We cannot call each other sisters and brothers if we can pass by without a prayer 
and without a very concrete act of fraternal love! This would not only show a lack of fraternal spirit but would 
also express a lack of personal commitment to our Secular Franciscan vocation which is a gift of God.
 Our vocation is a treasure, and we can maintain and safeguard this treasure only if we share it, if we make it 
visible, and if we give a strong personal witness. God has not given it for us to hide it, but to use it, and to make 
his goodness visible.
 We also have to extend our solidarity to our neighbors: those who are closer to us as a sign of divine love of 
the Lord, who forever and ever invites us to do good to all , but especially to the very poor, the very weak, the 
“least”.
 We have to open our ears and eyes, open our hearts, and then open our doors, kitchens, homes and also our 
purses.
 Especially during this Holy Year of Mercy, we have to focus on concrete acts of solidarity. Like Francis, we 
must pray without delay for those who need our prayers, while helping those whose needs are greater than our 
own.
 Our solidarity can be expressed in a more organized way as well. For this reason, the Presidency has decided 
to develop guidelines regarding fraternal accompaniment between national fraternities, both established and 
emerging. May these guidelines, that will be distributed in the coming year, strengthen the fraternal bonds between 
the various national fraternities, and also help establish personal fraternal contacts.
 By way of this Circular, I would also like to inform you that, following the General Elective Chapter in 
November 2014 in Assisi, the Presidency has begun a very intense work. In order to be more effective and to be 
closer to our brothers and sisters, the following committees have been established within the Presidency:
• Formation Commission, coordinated by Ana Maria Raffo Laos;
• Family Commission, coordinated by Silvia Diana;
• YouFra Commission, coordinated by Andrea Odak and Ana Fruk as fraternal animator;
• Communications Commission, coordinated by Michel Janian;
• Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation Commission, coordinated by Attilio Galimberti;
• Finance Commission, coordinated by Augustine Youghak Yoon;
• Juridical and Patrimonial Commission, coordinated by Tibor Kauser; and
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• Commission for the Causes of Saints, coordinated by Francesco Mattiocco.
 In addition , several projects have continued or been launched under the coordination of some of the members 
of the Presidency. I strongly hope that, through personal contact, through international councilors and the 
councilors of the Presidency, national councils and the presidency is strengthened and a fruitful collaboration 
will be experienced. All the members of the Presidency are convinced that we are ministers who were elected to 
serve all of you, in the way determined by our Rule, General Constitutions, and particular Statutes, and can be 
experienced by our prayerful individual and fraternal life, and by seeking the will of God who is merciful.
 Let us pray that we all may be an instrument of the Lord, so that through our personal witness to our Secular 
Franciscan vocation and through our active presence in the world, especially during this Holy Year, he may spread 
his divine mercy to everyone. May the Blessed Holy Virgin Mary, our Seraphic Father St. Francis, and our holy 
patrons, St. Elisabeth of Hungary and St. Louis IX, be our intercessors.

Your brother and minister
Tibor Kauser
CIOFS Minister General

Endnotes:

1 Misericordiæ Vultus, 2.
2 Letter of Pope Francis to Archbishop Rino Fisichella, September 1, 2015.
3 OFS Rule, 15.
4 OFS Rule, 19.
5 OFS Rule, 14.
6 http://franciscansinternational.org/handbook/

 On Sunday, September 18th, the St. Bonaventure 
Secular Franciscan Fraternity is hosting a new class 
of orientees. The gathering begins at 12 Noon in the 
second floor conference room of the Solanus Casey 
Center. Orientees are invited to remain for the fraternity 
gathering and social, if they wish.
 In order for people to “Come and See” we have 
to “Go and Tell”, so please consider inviting even just 
one person to explore our Franciscan Way of Life. We 
are looking for practicing, dedicated Catholics. Invite 
them, and let them decide if they want to pursue this 
Gospel Way of Life for themselves.

Franciscan Pilgrimage
to Assisi and Rome

 After some of our members expressed interest in 
joining a Franciscan Pilgrimage to Assisi and Rome, 
Joyce Brouilette looked into the matter and distributed 
some brochures. The one crucial bit of information that 
was not included in the handouts were the dates, which 
are:

June 4-16, 2017
June 25-July 7, 2017

July 23-August 4, 2017
October 15-27, 2017�

For more information, contact Joyce.
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* Carriage rides and Pedi-cabs
   pick up at Shelter 7

* 

st. bonaventure Fraternity annuaL Picnic
Sunday, July 17, 2016 - 12 Noon – 4:00 p.m.

Woodside Shelter #16 on Belle Isle
Food will be available beginning at 1:00 p.m.

 All members of the St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscan Fraternity, their families and friends are cordially 
invited to attend our fraternity picnic. In order to ensure that we have enough chicken, shrimp and fish, please 
RSVP no later than Sunday, July 10th by calling 313-579-2100, ext� 136 and leave a message with your name, 
the food or beverages you plan to bring, the number of your guests, and if you are able to assist with the set up 
before and/or the clean up after the picnic.
 We need volunteers to assist with the set up at 11:00 a.m.  If you plan to bring a dish that contains mayonnaise 
or cream, please remember to pack it in ice. Even though there are some picnic tables under the shelter, you may 
want to bring your own lawn chair.

Please note: The Michigan Department of Natural Resources, which is responsible for the maintenance of Belle 
Isle, is now enforcing the requirement of a recreational car pass. If you purchased the recreational pass already, 
please approach the booth on the left.  If you did not purchase the recreational pass when you renewed your 
driver’s license, please approach the booth on the right with the Purchase Recreational Pass Here sign.  The cost 
of the pass is $11.00.

5
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21

Meldrum
Soup Kitchen:

10:30-1:30

FATHER’S
DAY

27

9:30 - 11:30 am
Council Meeting

22 23 24 25

26 28

Chapter
of Affairs
1:30 a�m�

BD: Jerrold
Marsh

St. Anthony
of Padua, OFM

2

Sacred Heart Immaculate 
Heart

WEEK 10
Pss Wk 2

WEEK 11
Pss Wk 3

WEEK 12
Pss Wk 4

Birth of
John the Baptist

WEEK 13
Pss Wk 1

Ss. Peter &
Paul

St. Junípero
Serra, OFM

BD: Hugh
Montpetit

BD: Joe
Sapian

BD: Melissa
Lindow

BD: Elda
Scabich

BD: Claire
Boutain

BD: Patricia
Long

BD: Theresa
Haas

BD: Sandra
Sherman

BD: Joe Wisk

BD: Elizabeth
Barnowsky

BD: Paul
Ivan

St. Barnabas

Bl. Mary Teresa
Scherer, OFS

St. Emily
of Vialar, TOFR

&
St. Albert

Chmielowski, OFS

St. Joseph
Cafasso, OFS

Bl. Marguerite
Bays, OFS

Bl. Raymond
Lull, OFS
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

27

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19

Meldrum
Soup Kitchen

10:30-1:30

25

9:30 - 11:30 am
Council Meeting

20 21 22 23

24 26

ANNUAL
PICNIC
1:30 a�m�

BD: Daniel
Atkinson

Bl. Junípero
Serra, OFM &

Bl. Ignatius
Falzon, OFS

WEEK 14
Pss Wk 2

WEEK 15
Pss Wk 3

WEEK 16
Pss Wk 4

WK 17 Pss 1

Independence
Day

Bb. Louis Martin
& Marie-Azélie
Guérin, OFS

St. Kateri
Tekakwitha

St. Bonaventure,
OFM

St. Bridget of
Sweden, OFS

St. James

BD: Victoria
Valdez

BD: Sophia
Cisneros

BD: Ona
Harris-Wilson

BD: Joyce
Kaminski

BD: Anthony
Cerroni

BD: John
Gillen

BD: Louis
Joseph

BD: Beverly
Sapian &

Mack Betts

BD: Barbara
Pardington

St. Elizabeth
of Portugal, OFS

Bl. Oddino
Barotti, OFS

The Chinese
Martyrs, OFS

Bl. Mary
Petkovic, TOFR

Bl. Angelina of
Marsciano, TOR

St. Mary
Magdalen Postel,

 TOFR

Bl. Pietrillo of
Foligno, OFS

St. Alphonsa
Muttathupadathu,

TOFR
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Minister
 Maryann Kummer
Vice Minister
 Eileen Smith
Treasurer
 Laura Sapian
Secretary
 Ray Mylenek
Formation Minister
 Sylvia Snigier
Councilors:
 Joyce Brouilette
 Onakapoma Moore
  Mary Myler
 Brittney Walendzik

Spiritual Assistant:
 Br. Patrick McSherry

APPOINTMENTS
Continuing Formation Coordinator:
 Eileen Smith
Gospel Happenings Coordinator:
 Brittney Walendzik
Healing Service Social Coordinators:
 Ron & Liz Kessler
Hospitality Coordinator:
 Elaine Masbouth
Infirmarian:
 Jo Marie Nardi
JPIC Coordinator:
 Joyce Brouillette
Soup Kitchen Coordinator:
 Ray Mylenek
Annual Picnic Coordinator: 
 Ona Moore

The Poverello is published by the
St� Bonaventure Secular Franciscan Fraternity

1780 Mt� Elliott St�
Detroit, Michigan 48207

Phone: 313-579-2100, ext� 136
e-mail: OFSDetroit@gmail�com

editor: Br� Pat McSherry, OFM Cap

MAKING FRATERNITY HAPPEN

Our Fraternity gathers on the Third Sunday of every 
month� For more information, contact:
 Maryann Kummer

In addition to our monthly Fraternity gathering, 
some members also gather in a small group:

 Fr� Solanus Cell (2nd Friday, 7:30 pm):
 Mary Ann and Hugh Montpetit

FRATERNITY MINISTRY OUTREACH:
Meldrum Soup Kitchen

Usually on the 2nd Friday of each month�
&

Healing Service Social
Wednesdays at 2 PM

OFSDetroit@gmail�com
http://www�sfostbonaventure-detroit�org

Join us on FACEBOOK:
St� Bonaventure Secular Franciscans

Fax et Phonum

Capuchin Soup Kitchen Volunteers

Please call Ray Mylenek
if you need to cancel.

Volunteers for June 10th:
Mary Myler

Maryann Kummer
Joyce Brouillette

Teresa Westbrook-Lienert
Jacqueline Hale

Paula Jerzy
Sharon Krill

Volunteers for July 8th:
Mary Myler

Joyce Brouillette
Teresa Westbrook-Lienert

Anthony Cerroni
Sharon Krill



St. Bonaventure
Secular Franciscan Fraternity
1780 Mount Elliott Street
Detroit, Michigan 48207

st. bonaventure Fraternity annuaL Picnic
Sunday, July 17, 2016 - 12 Noon – 4:00 p�m�


