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Merciful as the Father.

Luke 6:36

Minister’s Letter
My dear sisters and brothers,
May God’s peace and joy be with you!
I want to express my gratitude to Eileen Smith for coordinating all of the arrangements for the Right to Life
of Michigan panel discussion on abortion held on Saturday, February 13th at the Solanus Casey Center. The event
was a huge success! A big thanks to everyone who assisted with the set up and cleanup for the event. I also want
to thank Eileen for arranging for Imam Mohammad Ali Elahi from the Islamic House of Wisdom in Dearborn
Heights to be the speaker at our February fraternity gathering.
At the Leadership Council meeting held on
February 6th, the Council approved the fraternity budget
for 2016. The Council expressed their appreciation to
Laura Sapian for her time and effort in preparing the
budget.
PLEASE NOTE ON YOUR CALENDARS: Because
Palm Sunday falls on the third Sunday of March, our
Day of Reflection will be held on SUNDAY, MARCH
13 at 11:00 am. Br. Pat McSherry, OFM Cap will be
our speaker and will give a presentation on the topic of
Mercy. Please remember to bring a brown bag lunch
and, if you are able to do so, a dish to pass. There will
not be a Mass on our Day of Reflection.
Your presence at our fraternity gatherings is vital to the life of our fraternity. If you have not attended a
fraternity gathering in a while, I invite you to come back and be a part of our sharing and celebrations.
R EFL ECTION
United by their vocation as “brothers and sisters of penance”, and motivated by the dynamic power of
the Gospel, let them conform their thoughts and deeds to those of Christ by means of the radical interior
change which the Gospel itself calls “conversion”. Human frailty makes it necessary that this conversion
be carried out daily. On this road to renewal the sacrament of reconciliation is the privileged sign of the
Father’s mercy and the source of grace.
– OFS Rule, 7

Even now, says the Lord, return to me with your whole heart, with fasting, and weeping, and mourning;
rend your hearts, not your garments, and return to the Lord, your God. For gracious and merciful is he,
slow to anger, rich in kindness, and relenting in punishment.
– Joel 2:12-13
Brothers and sisters: We are ambassadors for Christ, as if God were appealing through us. We implore you
on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who did not know sin, so
that we might become the righteousness of God in him. Working together, then, we appeal to you not to
receive the grace of God in vain. For he says: In an acceptable time I heard you, and on the day of salvation
I helped you. Behold, now is a very acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation.
– 2 Corinthians 5:20-6:2
St. Paul tells us in his second letter to the Corinthians that he is an ambassador for Christ and he calls out to
the people of Corinth to be reconciled with God, and that now is the acceptable time. In Pope Francis’ Lenten
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message this year, he implores us: “Let us not waste this season of Lent, so favorable a time for conversion!”
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Now is the acceptable time for us to:
Awake from our slumber;
Open wide the doors of our heart to experience the mercy of God by reconciling our heart to God through the
Sacrament of Reconciliation;
Deepen our relationship with God by being aware of his presence with us, by reading and reflecting on Scripture,
by the frequent reception of the Eucharist, and by seeking his forgiveness and mercy in the Sacrament of
Reconciliation;
Forgive ourselves and others for past mistakes, bad choices, errors in judgment and let it go;
Allow God’s amazing grace and mercy that is being poured out during this extraordinary jubilee year of mercy
to transform our heart so that we, in turn, may be merciful to others;
Acknowledge the changes that need to be made in our life and to take the necessary action needed to change
that behavior, attitude, or belief;
Be ambassadors for Christ in our world by being shining lights of God’s peace, compassion, and loving kindness
in our world;
Be bridge builders within our families, at our workplaces, among our neighbors, and in our community;
Commit ourselves to putting into practice the corporal and spiritual works of mercy.
For all of us, then, the Season of Lent in this Jubilee Year is a favorable time to overcome our existential
alienation by listening to God’s word and by practicing the works of mercy. In the corporal works of mercy
we touch the flesh of Christ in our brothers and sisters who need to be fed, clothed, sheltered, visited; in
the spiritual works of mercy – counsel, instruction, forgiveness, admonishment and prayer – we touch
more directly our own sinfulness. The corporal and spiritual works of mercy must never be separated. By
touching the flesh of the crucified Jesus in the suffering, sinners can receive the gift of realizing that they,
too, are poor and in need. By taking this path, the “proud”, the “powerful” and the “wealthy” spoken of in
the Magnificat can also be embraced and undeservedly loved by the crucified Lord who died and rose for
them. This love alone is the answer to that yearning for infinite happiness and love that we think we can
satisfy with the idols of knowledge, power and riches. Yet the danger always remains that by a constant
refusal to open the doors of their hearts to Christ who knocks on them in the poor, the proud, rich and
powerful will end up condemning themselves and plunging into the eternal abyss of solitude which is
Hell. The pointed words of Abraham apply to them and to all of us: “They have Moses and the prophets;
let them hear them” (Lk 16:29). Such attentive listening will best prepare us to celebrate the final victory
over sin and death of the Bridegroom, now risen, who desires to purify his Betrothed in expectation of his
coming.
Let us not waste this season of Lent, so favorable a time for conversion! We ask this through the maternal
intercession of the Virgin Mary who, encountering the greatness of God’s mercy freely bestowed upon
her, was the first to acknowledge her lowliness (see Lk 1:48) and to call herself the Lord’s humble servant
(see Lk 1:38).

– Excerpts from Pope Francis’ Message for Lent 2016

During this acceptable time of grace and mercy, let us pray for each other, for Pope Francis, and for our
Christian brothers and sisters throughout the world who are undergoing persecution.
Your sister in Ss. Francis and Clare,
Maryann
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Our Deceased

Javier H. Aguilar, V 7 February 2016
Members of our Fraternity
Dan & Jan Atkinson
Kay Balas
Mary Lou Catino
Mary Gillen
Grabowski Family
James Heymes
Caroline Hojna & Family
Anna Marie Jezak
Gary Johnson
Donna Marie Johnston
Louis Joseph
Joyce Kaminski
Esther Kelley
Liz and Ron Kessler
Lorraine Korte
Josie Lafata
Frank & Rosalie Liccardello

Teresa Lienert
Patricia Long
Joseph Marra
Mabel Michaels
Hugh Montpetit
Barbara Pardington
Bob Peckham
George Pelyak
Tom Ricard
Mary Saber
James Schoenherr
Mike & Bridget Schultz
Gene Snyders
Linda Solis
Ben Stapel
Joseph Wisk

Relatives needing prayers:
Mary Ann Bridge, daughter of Connie Musial
Kate Comizio, Br. Pat’s sister (Multiple Sclerosis)
Fr. Edmond Ertzbischoff, brother of Julia
Alice Greene, sister of Hank Forys
Denise Joseph, daughter of Louis
David Kaminski, son of Joyce
Stephanie Kummer, mother of Maryann
Ilene Manning and Family
Michael McSherry, Br. Pat’s brother (cancer, stage 4)
Jean Nozewski, wife of Thomas
Theresa Poole, mother of Mary
Barbara Sienkiewicz, daughter of Connie Musial
Nellie Westbrook, mother of Theresa
Sandra Woods Family
Ray Mylenek’s dog was recently diagnosed with
cancer. Please pray for them both.
Please help to keep our prayer list up-to-date. Call:
Jo Marie Nardi
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6..........Ilene Manning
7..........Patricia Cardellio
11.........Laura Sapian
27........Maryann Kummer
29........Brittney Walendzik
31........Charlotte Heymes

Local Capuchins at St. Peter’s Basilica, Rome

Brs. Tom Nguyen, Michael Sullivan, Joe Monachino,
Steve Kropp, Albert Sandor, Philip Naessens,
Bede Louzon and Patrick McSherry

Pray Daily
for Vocations to the
Secular Franciscan Order
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In Memoriam
JAVIER AGUILAR, OFS
Javier, professed in January of 2013 and elected to our fraternity
council last October, passed away unexpectedly on February 7,
2016, at age 54. Besides serving as a councilor on the Leadership
Team, for a number of years Javier served as a photographer for
our fraternity events, together with his sister, Letty.
We will miss Javier’s presence, his joyful spirit, the generous
offering of his talents, and his hearty laugh at our fraternity
gatherings. Our heartfelt condolences to Letty.
Rest in peace, Javier!

BE THE MERCIFUL PRESENCE OF GOD
“Lord, you teach us to forgive our brothers and sisters
from the heart, yet I am not always ready to be so
forgiving of those who have hurt me. Why is it so hard
for me to forgive? I have turned to you time and time
again to ask your forgiveness for the things I have done.
I have felt your tender mercy and forgiveness, but still
cannot forgive others in return. Please do not give up
on me. I know I am a work in progress when it comes
to perfecting the practice of forgiveness. I know that
spending more time in prayer this Lent, that making
sacrifices and giving alms will bring me closer to you,
Lord. Soften my heart that I may be a channel of your
merciful love. Amen.”
– Pope Francis, from Living Lent with Mercy

Do not forget that God forgives all, and God forgives
always. Let us never tire of asking for forgiveness.
– Pope Francis, Homily of March 13, 2015

COME AND SEE
On Sunday, April 17th, St. Bonaventure
Secular Franciscan Fraternity is hosting a
new class of orientees. The gathering begins
at 12 Noon in the second floor conference
room of the Solanus Casey Center. Orientees
are invited to remain for the fraternity
gathering and social, if they wish.
Please consider inviting even just one person to come and see what we are about. We are looking for practicing,
dedicated Catholics. Invite them, and let them decide if they want to pursue our Gospel way of life for themselves.
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Meldrum
Soup Kitchen:
10:30-1:00

LENT 4
Pss Wk 4
BD: Ilene Manning

BD: Pat Cardellio

13
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10 AM
Leadership
Council Meeting

12
Capuchin
Service Center:
9:00-Noon

BD: Laura Sapian
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St. Joseph

LENT 5
Pss Wk 1

Fraternity
Day of
Reflection
11:00 a.m.
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PALM
SUNDAY
Pss Wk 2
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EASTER
Proper

BD: Maryann
Kummer
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BD: Brittney
Walendzik

BD: Charlotte
Heymes
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Fax et Phonum
Minister
Maryann Kummer
Vice Minister
Eileen Smith
Treasurer
Laura Sapian
Secretary
Ray Mylenek
Formation Minister
Sylvia Snigier
Councilors:
Joyce Brouilette
Onakapoma Moore
Mary Myler2
Spiritual Assistant:
Br. Patrick McSherry
APPOINTMENTS
Continuing Formation Coordinator:
Eileen Smith
Gospel Happenings Coordinator:
Brittney Walendzik5
Healing Service Social Coordinators:
Ron & Liz Kessler
Hospitality Coordinator:

MAKING FRATERNITY HAPPEN
Our Fraternity gathers on the Third Sunday of every
month. For more information, contact:
Maryann Kummer
In addition to our monthly Fraternity gathering, some
members also gather in a small group:
Fr. Solanus Cell (2nd Friday, 7:30 pm):
Mary Ann and Hugh Montpetit
FRATERNITY MINISTRY OUTREACH:
Meldrum Soup Kitchen
Usually on the 2nd Friday of each month.
&
Healing Service Social
Wednesdays at 2 PM

Infirmarian:
Jo Marie Nardi
JPIC Coordinator:
Joyce Brouillette
Soup Kitchen Coordinator:
Ray Mylenek
Annual Picnic Coordinator:
Ona Moore

The Poverello is published by the
St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscan Fraternity
1780 Mt. Elliott St.
Detroit, Michigan 48207
Phone: 313-579-2100, ext. 136
e-mail: OFSDetroit@gmail.com
editor: Br. Pat McSherry, OFM Cap

OFSDetroit@gmail.com
http://www.sfostbonaventure-detroit.org
Join us on FACEBOOK:
St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscans
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