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Papaveri [Poppies], glass art by Massimo Cruciani

The poppy is a symbol of Morpheus, the Greek god of dreams. Morpheus lived in his own world
— a world of dreams, fantasy and complete non-adherence to “traditional” reality. How appropriate
it is then, that Assisi, the city of peace, be blanketed in poppies during the months of May and June.
Both Jesus and Francis, some would say, also lived in their own worlds of dreams, fantasy and
complete non-adherence to “traditional” reality. Against the “reality” of the world, Jesus presents
us with an alternate view of reality, and Francis holds out for us a dream of the way things could be.
In Christianity, the poppy represents death as a period of tranquil slumber, symbolizing the
blood of a sacrificed Christ. The red of the poppies has often been used to symbolize blood shed for
the sake of higher ideals.
For this reason, poppies are often worn on Memorial Day to honor those who, like Chirst, shed
their blood that others might live and be free.

Minister’s Letter
My brothers and sisters,
At the Leadership Council meeting held on April 2nd, the Council approved the following appointments: Brittney
Walendzik as Councilor to replace _Javier Aguilar and Joyce Brouillette, Stephen Garcia and Mary Myler to
the formation team.
I want to express my appreciation to everyone who worked on the celebration in honor of our jubilarians: Eileen
Smith for contacting and inviting each jubilarian to the celebration and for coordinating the arrangements for the
Mass; to Br. Pat McSherry for preparing the worship aids; to Br. Michael Sullivan, who presided and preached
in Br. Pat’s stead, to Mary Poole and Br. Mike Gaffney for designing and preparing the jubilarian certificates; to
Joe Sapian for taking photos during the service, and to Elaine Masbouth and all of her helpers for handling the
arrangements for the reception.
On behalf of all the homeless veterans at Piquette Square who will benefit from your donation of white towels,
I thank you for your generosity.
PLEASE NOTE ON YOUR CALENDAR: On Sunday, June 12th, we will celebrate our Chapter of Affairs. The
members of the Leadership Council will give an account of their service. Everyone is encouraged to attend this
important fraternity gathering.

REFLECTION
When the time for Pentecost was fulfilled, they were all in one place together. And suddenly there
came from the sky a noise like a strong driving wind, and it filled the entire house in which they
were. Then there appeared to them tongues as of fire, which parted and came to rest on each one of
them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in different tongues, as the
Spirit enabled them to proclaim.
– Acts 2:1-4
“In the light of this passage from Acts of the Apostles, I would like to reflect on three words linked to
the working of the Holy Spirit: newness, harmony and mission.
“NEWNESS always makes us a bit fearful, because we feel more secure if we have everything under
control, if we are the ones who build, program and plan our lives in accordance with our own ideas, our
own comfort, our own preferences. This is also the case when it comes to God. Often we follow him, accept
him, but only up to a certain point. It is hard to abandon ourselves to him with complete trust, allowing the
Holy Spirit to be the soul and guide of our lives in our every decision. ...The newness which God brings
into our life is something that actually brings fulfillment, that gives true joy, true serenity, because God
loves us and desires only our good. Let us ask ourselves today: Are we open to ‘God’s surprises’? Or are
we closed and fearful before the newness of the Holy Spirit? Do we have the courage to strike out along
the new paths which God’s newness sets before us, or do we resist, barricaded in transient structures which
have lost their capacity for openness to what is new?
“The Holy Spirit would appear to create disorder in the Church, since he brings the diversity of charisms
and gifts; yet all this, by his working, is a great source of wealth, for the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of unity,
which does not mean uniformity, but which leads everything back to HARMONY. In the Church, it is the
Holy Spirit who creates harmony….When we are the ones who want to build unity in accordance with our
human plans, we end up creating uniformity, standardization. But if instead we let ourselves be guided by the
Spirit, richness, variety and diversity never become a source of conflict, because he impels us to experience
variety within the communion of the Church….So let us ask ourselves: Am I open to the harmony of the
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Holy Spirit, overcoming every form of exclusivity? Do I let myself be guided by him, living in the Church
and with the Church?
“The older theologians used to say that the soul is a kind of sailboat, the Holy Spirit is the wind which
fills its sails and drives it forward, and the gusts of wind are the gifts of the Spirit. Lacking his impulse and
his grace, we do not go forward. The Holy Spirit draws us into the mystery of the living God and saves us
from the threat of a Church which is gnostic and self-referential, closed in on herself; he impels us to open
the doors and go forth to proclaim and bear witness to the good news of the Gospel, to communicate the
joy of faith, the encounter with Christ. The Holy Spirit is the soul of MISSION….Let us ask ourselves:
Do we tend to stay closed in on ourselves, on our group, or do we let the Holy Spirit open us to mission?”
– Pope Francis, Homily on Pentecost Sunday, May 19, 2013

May our Blessed Mother, the protector and advocate of Secular Franciscans, pray for us. I wish all of my
Franciscan sisters, a happy, relaxing, and blessed Mother’s Day.
Your sister in Ss. Francis and Clare,
Maryann

Directory Update

On Friday, April 22nd, HANK FORYS, OFS presented his Master’s thesis on “The
Influence of the Franciscan Order on the Mass of the Roman Rite.” Hank passed, and
earned a Masters Degree in Liturgical Theology from SS. Cyril and Methodius Seminary
in Orchard Lake. Congratulations, Hank! We are all very proud of you and of your
accomplishment!

During May and June in Assisi, fields of red-orange poppies blanket the landscape.
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Our Deceased

Fr. Campion Baer, OFM Cap, V 17 April 2016
Frank Liccardello, V 18 April 2016
Members of our Fraternity
Dan & Jan Atkinson
Kay Balas
John Bodell
Mary Lou Catino
Mary Gillen
Natalie Grabowski & Family
James Heymes
Caroline Hojna
Anna May Jezak
Gary Johnson
Donna Marie Johnston
Louis Joseph
Joyce Kaminski
Esther Kelley
Liz and Ron Kessler
Lorraine Korte
Rosalie Liccardello
Teresa Lienert

Patricia Long

Ilene Manning

Joseph Marra
Mabel Michaels
Hugh Montpetit
Stella Mordarski
Barbara Pardington
Bob Peckham
George Pelyak
Diane Raymond
Tom Ricard
Mary Saber
James Schoenherr
Mike & Bridget Schultz
Gene Snyders
Ben Stapel
Joseph Wisk

Relatives needing prayers:
Dawn Bodell, daughter of John and Janet
Mary Ann Bridge, daughter of Connie Musial
Kate Comizio, Br. Pat’s sister (Multiple Sclerosis)
Fr. Edward Ertzbischoff, brother of Julia
Alice Greene, sister of Hank Forys
Ted Hojna, husband of Caroline
Denise Joseph, daughter of Louis
David Kaminski, son of Joyce
Stephanie Kummer, mother of Maryann
Manning Family
Jean Nozewski, wife of Thomas
Theresa Poole, mother of Mary
Barbara Sienkiewicz, daughter of Connie Musial
Nellie Westbrook, mother of Theresa
Sandra Woods Family

7	�����Marguerite Brannigan
9	�����Donna Marie Johnston
19	�����Rosalie Liccardello
21	�����Jo Marie Nardi
27	�����Robert Snyder
29	�����Esther Kelley

FRANK J. LICCARDELLO, OFS

Frank

Frank was born in Detroit on
October 18, 1923, to Pietro and Rosa
Liccardello. In 1953 he married
Rosalie Randazzo and together they
raised eight children. Rosalie is a
permanently excused member of our
fraternity. Frank worked for Chrysler

as a metal model maker, retiring in 1980. He was then
employed by Pioneer Engineering in the same capacity.
Frank, a professed member of St. Bonaventure Secular
Fraternity for 66 years, was devoted to God and his
family. The funeral Mass was celebrated on April 21st
at St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church. Rest in peace,
Frank!

c c c

Memorials:

Lawrence Van Belle v Elaine Anson
Christopher Romano v Fr. Jacques DePaul Daley

Please help to keep our prayer list up-to-date. Call:

Jo Marie Nardi
4

Fr. Campion Baer, OFM Cap
V April 17, 2016
The Poverello, MAy 2016

2016 Jubilarians present for the Jubilee Celebration

More Franciscan Reflections on the Jubilee Year of Mercy
OFM General Minister, Michael Perry, wrote to Franciscans about how we should approach this time of grace
so that divine mercy is received with new joy and hope into our lives.
“St. Francis teaches us that mercy is first and foremost an attribute of God from whom all mercy comes, and
it must also characterize our relationships with others. The relationship between these two dimensions is vital.
In the words of Pope Francis; ‘Jesus affirms that mercy is not only an action of the Father, it becomes a
criterion for ascertaining who his true children are. In short, we are called to show mercy because mercy has
first been shown to us.’
Pope Francis also writes that ‘the mercy of God is the beating heart of the Gospel’.
Surely, we Franciscans who have vowed to live a Gospel life must have God’s mercy at the heart of everything
we do and say… seeing ourselves as small and needy before God and entrusting ourselves in humility to the
‘Almighty, eternal, just and merciful God.’
Mercy is the fundamental criterion for how we treat others – to paraphrase St. Francis, there should not be
anyone in the world who has sinned, however much they may have possibly sinned, who after they have looked
into our eyes, would go away without having received our mercy.
This applies to all of those with whom we come in contact, whether inside or outside our fraternities.
The greatest joy in any human life is that of being loved and accepted in mercy.
As heralds of the Good News, we commit ourselves during this Jubilee Year of Mercy to leaving our comfort
zones, and moving towards those places and people who are most in need of this message.
In the coming year we also celebrate 800 years of the Pardon of Assisi or the Portiuncula Indulgence, and
joyfully remember that God’s pardon is greater than any sin.”
Our prayer is that all of us, and indeed the entire world, may be immersed in the tender mercy of God during
this Jubilee Year of Mercy so that grace may truly set us free and transform our lives.
The Poverello, MAy 2016

5

Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation:
Reflecting on the Joint Ecumenical Declaration on Refugees
by Joyce Brouillette, OFS

On Saturday, April 18 , three leaders of longseparated Christian churches – the Ecumenical Patriarch
of Constantinople Bartholomew I, Pope Francis, and His
Beatitude Ieronymos II, Archbishop of Athens and All
Greece – met on the island of Lesbos, to witness the human
tragedy of hundreds of thousands of refugees reaching the
shores. In a joint declaration signed during this visit, these
leaders united their voices to proclaim: “We appeal to all
followers of Christ to be mindful of the Lord’s words on
which we will one day be judged: ‘Assuredly, I say to you,
inasmuch as you did to one the least of these my brethren,
you did it to me’ (Mt 25:40).” This quote from Matthew’s
Gospel is at the heart of our Franciscan way of life, and provides a critical key to our understanding of the current
refugee crisis. I offer The Prayer of St. Francis along with some questions for reflection.
th

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace;
• Can I overcome fear and stand for accepting all people as my brothers and sisters, looking not to the past, but
to a future of reconciliation?
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
• Do I have the courage to make it clear to family, friends, neighbors and my government that I choose love,
compassion and support over widespread fear of the beleaguered refugees?
Where there is injury, pardon;
• Can I internalize the belief that hate cannot ever overcome hate? Only love can overcome hate. Can I work
toward bonding in solidarity with those who resettle in the US?
Where there is doubt, faith;
• Can I test my faith enough to research and learn that Islam is a religion of profound peace and enlighten others
with what I learn? Can I make time to actually read the Quran and find out what it really teaches?
Where there is despair, hope;
• Can I imagine the deep despair each individual stranded refugee feels as countries close and tighten their
borders and immigration laws? How can I support those who are working to welcome them?
Where there is darkness, light;
• Can I reject the idea that the problems are so huge I can’t do much, that it’s all too depressing to think about
anyway? How can I add to the light that so many others are focusing on in welcoming the refugees?
And where there is sadness, joy.
• Can my response to this crisis be driven by imagining the joy of even one refugee who, finally, is welcomed
by compassionate people?)
Grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love;
• Is this what God asks of me now in the tensions of our time?
6

The Poverello, MAy 2016

For it is in giving that we receive;
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
• And isn’t this what our faith teaches are the tests of our life on Earth?
THE FACES OF REFUGEES HAVEN’T CHANGED MUCH OVER THE AGES

POLISH refugees in December 1945

ITALIAN refugees after World War II

Prejudice hasn’t changed much either. During the great Potato
Famine of the 1880s, IRISH refugees to America were often
considered “dirty undesireables”.

HUNGARIAN refugees in 1957

Catholic Social Teaching On Immigration And The Movement Of Peoples
Biblical Vision of Love for Strangers
Both the Old and New Testaments tell compelling stories of refugees forced to flee because of oppression.
Exodus tells the story of the Chosen People, Israel, who were victims of bitter slavery in Egypt. They were utterly
helpless by themselves, but with God’s powerful intervention they were able to escape and take refuge in the
desert. For 40 years they lived as wanderers with no homeland of their own. Finally, God fulfilled his ancient
promise and settled them on the land that they could finally call home.
The Israelites’ experience of living as homeless aliens was so painful and frightening that God ordered his
people for all time to have special care for the alien: “You shall treat the alien who resides with you no
differently than the natives born among you; have the same love for him as for yourself; for you too were once
aliens in the land of Egypt” (Leviticus 19:33-34).
The New Testament begins with Matthew’s story of Joseph and Mary’s escape to Egypt with their newborn
son, Jesus, because the paranoid and jealous King Herod wanted to kill the infant. Our Savior himself lived as a
The Poverello, MAy 2016		
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refugee because his own land was not safe.
Jesus reiterates the Old Testament command to love and care for the stranger, a criterion by which we shall
be judged: “For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and you
welcomed me” (Matthew 25:35).
The Apostle Paul asserts the absolute equality of all people before God: “There is neither Jew nor Greek . . .
for you are all one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28). In Christ, the human race is one before God, equal in dignity
and rights.
Three Basic Principles of Catholic Social Teaching on Immigration
Although Catholic theology has always promoted human rights rooted in natural law and God’s revelation,
it was the encyclical Rerum Novarum (On the Condition of Labor) in 1891 that developed a systematic
presentation of principles of the rights and responsibilities of people. Rerum Novarum commented on the situation
of immigrants; in later documents, popes and bishops’ conferences have synthesized the Catholic theological
tradition to articulate three basic principles on immigration.
FIRST PRINCIPLE: People have the right to migrate to sustain their lives and the lives of their families.
At the end of World War II, with the fall of the Nazi empire and the subsequent creation of the Soviet “Iron
Curtain,” Europe faced an unprecedented migration of millions of people seeking safety, food and freedom. At
that time, Pope Pius XII wrote Exsul Familia (The Emigre Family), placing the Church squarely on the side of
those seeking a better life by fleeing their homes.
When there is a massive movement of people such as during a war, natural disaster or famine, the lands that
receive these displaced people may be threatened. The influx may make it impossible for the native population to
live securely, as the land may not have enough resources to support both. Even in more orderly migrations, such as
in the United States, citizens and residents of the land may fear that newcomers will take jobs, land and resources,
impoverishing the people already present.
Because of the belief that newcomers compete for scarce resources, immigrants and refugees are at times driven
away, resented or despised. Nevertheless, the first principle of Catholic social teaching regarding immigrants is
that people have the right to migrate to sustain their lives and the lives of their families. This is based on biblical
and ancient Christian teaching that the goods of the earth belong to all people. While the right to private property
is defended in Catholic social teaching, individuals do not have the right to use private property without regard
for the common good.
Every person has an equal right to receive from the earth what is necessary for life—food, clothing, shelter.
Moreover, every person has the right to education, medical care, religion, and the expression of one’s culture. In
many places people live in fear, danger or dehumanizing poverty. Clearly, it is not God’s will that some of his
children live in luxury while others have nothing. In Luke’s Gospel, the rich man was condemned for living well
while the poor man starved at his doorstep (Luke 16:19-31).
The native does not have superior rights over the immigrant. Before God all are equal; the earth was given
by God to all. When a person cannot achieve a meaningful life in his or her own land, that person has the right to
move.
SECOND PRINCIPLE: A country has the right to regulate its borders and to control immigration.
The overriding principle of all Catholic social teaching is that individuals must make economic, political, and
social decisions not out of shortsighted self-interest, but with regard for the common good. That means that a
moral person cannot consider only what is good for his or her own self and family, but must act with the good of
all people as his or her guiding principle.
While individuals have the right to move in search of a safe and humane life, no country is bound to accept
all those who wish to resettle there. By this principle the Church recognizes that most immigration is ultimately
8
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not something to celebrate. Ordinarily, people do not leave the security of their own land and culture just to seek
adventure in a new place or merely to enhance their standard of living. Instead, they migrate because they are
desperate and the opportunity for a safe and secure life does not exist in their own land. Immigrants and refugees
endure many hardships and often long for the homes they left behind. As Americans we should cherish and
celebrate the contributions of immigrants and their cultures; however, we should work to make it unnecessary for
people to leave their own land.
Because there seems to be no end to poverty, war and misery in the world, developed nations will continue to
experience pressure from many peoples who desire to resettle in their lands. Catholic social teaching is realistic:
While people have the right to move, no country has the duty to receive so many immigrants that its social and
economic life are jeopardized.
For this reason, Catholics should not view the work of the federal government and its immigration control as
negative or evil. Those who work to enforce our nation’s immigration laws often do so out of a sense of loyalty to
the common good and compassion for poor people seeking a better life. In an ideal world, there would be no need
for immigration control. The Church recognizes that this ideal world has not yet been achieved.
THIRD PRINCIPLE: A country must regulate its borders with justice and mercy.
The second principle of Catholic social teaching may seem to negate the first principle. However, principles
one and two must be understood in the context of principle three. And all Catholic social teaching must be
understood in light of the absolute equality of all people and the commitment to the common good.
A country’s regulation of borders and control of immigration must be governed by concern for all people and
by mercy and justice. A nation may not simply decide that it wants to provide for its own people and no others. A
sincere commitment to the needs of all must prevail.
In our modern world where communication and travel are much easier, the burden of emergencies cannot be
placed solely on nations immediately adjacent to the crises. Justice dictates that the world community contribute
resources toward shelter, food, medical services, and basic welfare.
Even in the case of less urgent migrations, a developed nation’s right to limit immigration must be based
on justice, mercy, and the common good, not on self-interest. Moreover, immigration policy ought to take into
account other important values such as the right of families to live together. A merciful immigration policy will
not force married couples or children to live separated from their families for long periods.
Undocumented immigrants present a special concern. Often their presence is considered criminal since they
arrive without legal permission. Under the harshest view, undocumented people may be regarded as undeserving
of rights or services. This is not the view of Catholic social teaching. The Catholic Church teaches that every
person has basic human rights and is entitled to have basic human needs met—food, shelter, clothing, education,
and health care. Undocumented persons are particularly vulnerable to exploitation by employers, and they are not
able to complain because of the fear of discovery and deportation. Current immigration policy that criminalizes
the mere attempt to immigrate and imprisons immigrants who have committed no crime or who have already
served a just sentence for a crime is immoral. In the Bible, God promises that our judgment will be based on
our treatment of the most vulnerable. Before God we cannot excuse inhumane treatment of certain persons by
claiming that their lack of legal status deprives them of rights given by the Creator.
Finally, immigration policy that allows people to live here and contribute to society for years but refuses to
offer them the opportunity to achieve legal status does not serve the common good. The presence of millions of
people living without easy access to basic human rights and necessities is a great injustice.
It is the position of the Catholic Church that pastoral, educational, medical, and social services provided by
the Church are never conditioned on legal status. All persons are invited to participate in our parishes, attend our
schools, and receive other services offered by our institutions and programs.

Happy Mother’s Day
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May
Sunday

Monday

2

1

Tuesday

3

Wednesday

Thursday

4

5

Friday

6

Bl. Vivaldo Stricchi,
OFS & Bl. Edward
Joseph Rosaz, OFS

EASTER 6
Pss Wk 2

Bl. Mary Catherine
Troiani, TO

Saturday

7

9:30 - 11:30 am
Council Meeting
BD: Marguerite
Brannigan
Bl. Francis Paleari,
OFS

8

9

ASCENSION

EASTER 7

MOTHER’S
DAY

BD: Donna Marie
Johnston

Proper

15
PENTECOST
Proper

Fraternity
Gathering
1:30 a.m.

22
HOLY TRINITY
Proper

16

17

18

23
Ordinary Time
Week 8

30

BD: Esther
Kelley

Memorial Day

Pss Wk 1

19

20

BD: Rosalie
Liccardello

Pss Wk 3
St. Margaret
of Cortona, OFS &
St. Luigi Orione, OFS
& Bl. Gerard of
Villamagna, OFS

Ordinary Time
Week 9

10

13

12

Meldrum
Soup Kitchen:
10:30-1:00

Ordinary Time
Week 7

BODY & BLOOD
of CHRIST
Proper

11

Pss Wk 3

Pss Wk 4

29

10

Feast of the
Annivesary of the
Dedication of the
Basilica
of St. Francis
in Assisi

25
Bl. Bartholomew
of Anghiari, OFS

26

21
Cap Service Center
9 a.m. - Noon
BD: Jo Marie
Nardi

St. Yves of Kermartin,
OFS &
St. Maria Bernarda
Bütler, TO

24

14

Bl. Franz Jägerstätter,
OFS & Bl. Umiliana,
OFS & Bl. John
Pelingotto, OFS

27
BD: Robert
Snyder

28
St. Maryann
de Paredes, OFS

St. Mary Josepha
Rossello, OFS

31

Feast of the
Visitation

St. Ferdinand III
of Castile, OFS
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Fax et Phonum
Minister
Maryann Kummer
Vice Minister
Eileen Smith
Treasurer
Laura Sapian
Secretary
Ray Mylenek
Formation Minister
Sylvia Snigier
Councilors:
Joyce Brouilette
Onakapoma Moore
Mary Myler
Brittney Walendzik
Spiritual Assistant:
Br. Patrick McSherry
APPOINTMENTS
Continuing Formation Coordinator:
Eileen Smith
Gospel Happenings Coordinator:
Brittney Walendzik
Healing Service Social Coordinators:
Ron & Liz Kessler
Hospitality Coordinator:
Elaine Masbouth
Infirmarian:
Jo Marie Nardi
JPIC Coordinator:
Joyce Brouillette
Soup Kitchen Coordinator:
Ray Mylenek
Annual Picnic Coordinator:
Ona Moore

The Poverello is published by the
St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscan Fraternity
1780 Mt. Elliott St.
Detroit, Michigan 48207
Phone: 313-579-2100, ext. 136
e-mail: OFSDetroit@gmail.com
editor: Br. Pat McSherry, OFM Cap
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MAKING FRATERNITY HAPPEN
Our Fraternity gathers on the Third Sunday of every
month. For more information, contact:
Maryann Kummer
In addition to our monthly Fraternity gathering, some
members also gather in a small group:
Fr. Solanus Cell (2nd Friday, 7:30 pm):
Mary Ann and Hugh Montpetit
FRATERNITY MINISTRY OUTREACH:
Meldrum Soup Kitchen
Usually on the 2nd Friday of each month.
&
Healing Service Social
Wednesdays at 2 PM

Pray Daily
for Vocations to the
Secular Franciscan
Order
OFSDetroit@gmail.com
http://www.sfostbonaventure-detroit.org
Join us on FACEBOOK:
St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscans
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