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“I have done what was mine to do;
may Christ teach you what you are to do.”

Minister’s Letter
My sisters and brothers,
May the Lord grant you peace!
I want to express my thanks to Eileen Smith for arranging for Michael Hovey from Archdiocese of Detroit
Office of Ecumenical and Interfaith Affairs to be our speaker at our September Day of Reflection.
UPCOMING EVENTS
Tuesday, October 3 at 7:00 p.m. - Transitus (the Passing) of St. Francis of Assisi to be held in the
Monastery Chapel. There will be no reception following the Transitus service.
Wednesday, October 4 at 7:00 p.m. – Mass of the Solemnity of St. Francis of Assisi to be held in the
Monastery Chapel. Our fraternity will host a reception after the Mass in the Solanus Casey Center
Dining Room.
Sunday, October 15 at 1:30 p.m. – Pastoral and Fraternal Visitation to be held in the Dining Room. David
Seitz, OFS, Regional Minister, and Br. Loren Connell, OFM, Regional Spiritual Assistant will be conducting
the visitation. “The purpose of both the pastoral and fraternal visits is to revive (enhance) the evangelical
Franciscan spirit, to assure fidelity to the charism and to the Rule, to offer help to fraternity life, to reinforce
the bond of unity of the Order, and to promote its most effective insertion into the Franciscan family and the
Church” Constitutions, 92.1.
Sunday, November 5 at 1:30 p.m. - Eucharistic Celebration which will include the Rite of Profession to be
held in the Monastery Chapel. This year, three candidates – Mary Krempasky, Sharon Krill and Bernadette
Mikowski – completed the initial formation process and will make their permanent commitment to live the
Gospel Way of Life in the Secular Franciscan Order. All fraternity members are invited to participate in this
joyous occasion in the life of our fraternity and to show our love and support to the newly-professed as they
join us in living the Gospel Way of Life according to our Franciscan charism. A catered dinner will be held in
the Dining Room immediately following the Profession Mass. In order to ensure that we have a sufficient
amount of food, we ask that you please RSVP by leaving a message with your name and the number of
your guests at 313-579-2100, ext. 136 no later than Wednesday, October 25.
REFLECTION
On October 3, Franciscans throughout the world will gather to remember the passing of St. Francis of Assisi
from this life to eternal life and to recommit themselves to living out the Franciscan charism in our world today.
The commemoration of the Transitus of St. Francis is our call to do what is ours to do, as Francis did what was
his to do in his lifetime. What is it that Christ is calling you to do right now in your life? How are you
keeping the spirit of Francis alive in your daily activities?
Your sister in Ss. Francis and Clare,
Maryann
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FOOD AND CLOTHING DRIVE
Fraternity members are invited to donate food items to the Regina High School Food Drive and winter clothing
to Franciscan Ministries founded by Mike and Kathy Carsten, OFS. As you may recall, through the efforts of
Hank Forys, our fraternity has established a relationship with the young ladies of the St. Clare Society. These
young ladies have greeted people at the doors to the Chapel and handed out program booklets at our Transitus
services, Jubilarian and Profession Masses.
The list of food items requested are: peanut butter, jelly/jam, macaroni and cheese, canned pasta (e.g., Chef
Boyardee), spaghetti noodles, spaghetti sauce, tuna, pie filling, applesauce, canned pears, canned peaches, canned
tomatoes, canned peas, canned corn, canned green beans, canned pumpkin, canned yams, baked beans, pork and
beans, soup/canned chili, Ramen noodles, instant potatoes, whole grain cereal (e.g., Cheerios or Rice Krispies),
oatmeal, jello, pudding, evaporated milk, dry/powdered milk, crackers, 100% juice (e.g., apple or grape).
Franciscan Ministries responds to the various needs in the seven square miles of the downtown area that is
currently going through revitalization but in the remaining 132 square miles that make up the rest of the City of
Detroit. Franciscan Ministries needs: clean, new/gently used clothing,
FOR MEN AND WOMEN:
•
Shirts: L, XL, XXL, XXXL
•
Pants/Blue Jeans: L, XL, XXL, XXL
•
Hoodies: L, XL, XXL, XXXL
•
Thermal tops and bottoms: L, XL, XXL, XXXL
•
Heavy winter coats: L, XL, XXL, XXXL
•
Winter boots: sizes 9 to 14
•
sturdy back packs
•
sleeping bags for cold weather
•
mittens
•
scarves
•
hand warmers
FOR CHILDREN: all sizes: winter coats, hats, mittens, and boots.
If you are able to donate any of these items to the food and clothing drive, we ask that you bring the items to
the Profession Mass on Sunday, November 5. There will be a blessing of the food and clothing during the OFS
Profession Mass. As in years past, food items will be donated to the Capuchin Soup Kitchen, St. Isadore’s Baby
Food Pantry, St. Patrick’s Food Pantry, St. Vincent de Paul, and the MISD Homeless Program.

Bill Pay for Donations
You can now use Bill Pay to send your donations,
Fair Share, etc. automatically from your bank to the
fraternity. No more writing checks; it’s all automatic and
secure. I (Laura) have already set mine up and it works
great.
The following information is needed to use Bill Pay
for our Fraternity donations.
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St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscan Fraternity
1820 Mt. Elliott Street
Detroit, MI 48207
Comerica Bank
Account number:
Routing number:
If you have any questions about how to set this up at
your banking institution, feel free to call your treasurer.
Laura Sapian
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8 ….. Eileen Smith
10 .… Elaine Masbouth
Ona Moore
11 …. Eugene Snyders
15 …. Ralph Barnowsky
Judith Vickerman
19 …. Joseph Marra
Mary Krempasky

Our Deceased
Carolyn Baker V September 8, 2017

Members of our Fraternity
Dan and Jan Atkinson
Janet and John Bodell
Claire Boutain
Joyce Brouillette (mother of Joyce)
Pat Cardellio
Mary Gillen
James Heymes
Caroline and Ted Hojna
Anna May Jezak
Gary Johnson
Donna Marie Johnston
Louis Joseph
Joyce Kaminski
Esther Kelley
Ron Kessler
Rosalie Liccardello
Patricia Long
Ilene Manning & Family

Joseph Marra
Pat Meldrum
Mabel Michaels
Hugh Montpetit
Mary Ann Montpetit
Stella Mordarski
Barbara Pardington
Bob Peckham
George Pelyak
Diane Raymond
Marilyn Ricard
Mary Saber
Bridget Schultz
Ben Stapel
Ruby Thompson
Anna Tyler
Terry Westbrook-Lienert
Joseph Wisk

22 …. Janet Bodell
Ben Stapel
24 …. Anna May Jezak
27 …. Diane Raymond
29 …. Ralph Marson
30 …. Therese Joseph

NEW ADDRESSES
•

Peggy Sue (Steele) Kelly

•

Ben and Dorothy Stapel

•

Maria Goatley

Relatives needing prayers

Mary Ann Bridge, daughter of Connie Musial
Kate Comizio, Br. Pat’s sister (progressive Multiple Sclerosis)
Alice Greene, sister of Hank Forys
Denise Joseph, daughter of Louis
David Kaminski, son of Joyce
Jean Nozewski, wife of Thomas
Christine Papageorgiou, aunt of Janet Bodell
Monica Parada, sister-in-law of Janet Bodell
Theresa Poole, mother of Mary
Barbara Sienkiewicz, daughter of Connie Musial
Patricia Smith, daughter of Claire Boutain
Nellie Westbrook, mother of Theresa
Sandra Woods Family
Please help to keep our prayer list up-to-date. Call:
Jo Marie Nardi
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Mark your Calendars
Oct. 21: Capuchin Warehouse; 9 am - 12 noon.
Nov. 11: Capuchin Warehouse; 9 am - 12 noon
Dec. 16: Conner Soup Kitchen in Detroit. 10:30 start.
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Divine Mercy Regional Fraternity’s Annual Day of Formation
OUR FRANCISCAN HEART

When.....................Saturday, October 28, 2017
Registration..........Begins at 8:30 a.m.
Gathering..............9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.; Vigil Mass at 4:00 p.m.
Location................Saginaw Ministry Center (Corner of Weiss and Wieneke Streets)
5802 Weiss Street, Saginaw, MI 48603
We invite all people who are in formation, professed Franciscans and Formation Team Members to join us
at the Regional Annual Formation Day. We plan to share, explore our Franciscan vocation together and join
together in prayer. If you have never attended a regional event you are invited in a special way to join your
sisters and brothers in the larger Franciscan family for a day away together!
The CONFERENCE FEE of $20.00 covers the cost of a continental breakfast, lunch and keynote speakers.
Do plan on attending as we look forward to seeing all of you there!
Please complete the Registration Form (below) for each attendee and send it with the $20 Conference Fee
per person (checks payable to Secular Franciscan Order, Divine Mercy Region) to: Michelle Bryk, OFS.
Please note there are NO REFUNDS after the Registration Deadline Date of Thursday Oct. 19, 2017, and
if applicable an additional $10 LATE REGISTRATION FEE will be required. Thank you! Any questions,
please call or email Michelle Bryk.
If you need the option of arriving Friday evening, October 27, 2017, then please check that option on the
Registration Form and include the required additional ROOM FEE of $40. Available rooms are limited in
number, so please reserve as soon as possible.
REGISTRATION FORM
Directions: Enter information below for one attendee, detach & send form with $20 attendance fee (payable to

Secular Franciscan Order, Divine Mercy Region) to Michelle Bryk, OFS. If you have more than one attendee that you
wish to register, please complete a separate form for each person.

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________
Phone: (
) - ________________________ Email: __________________________________________
Fraternity Name/City: St. Bonaventure, Detroit______________________________________________
Need Friday Evening Room: ____ (Include Additional $40 Room Fee)
Please check one of the following that applies to you:
Inquirer_____ Candidate_____ Formation Director_____ Formation Team Member_____ Professed _____
Any Food Allergies: _____________________________________________________________________
Any other considerations: ________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
Total Check amount included ___________ ($20 fee for the day additional $40 for overnight guests)
The Poverello, October 2017
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Kintsugi

by Sean Buranahiran

When a bowl is broken in Japan it’s put back together with the cracks being filled with gold, creating a beautiful
lining. This art form — kintsugi — emphasizes the beauty in what was once broken. It is believed that when
something has suffered damage and “has a history”, it makes it even more beautiful and precious — and the same
goes for human beings. Everything that you’ve been through, everything that you’re going through, doesn’t make
your life uglier – although it may seem that way when you’re going through it. It’s up to you to choose to paint
your struggles with gold and make them beautiful. You are not broken beyond repair; you can pick yourself up
and learn from what’s happened, and become a better person precisely because of the struggles that you’ve been
through. You can wear your scars proudly as a badge of honor as if to say “look at what I’ve been through; it’s
made me who I am today, and I can get through anything life puts in front of me now.” Nobody has had a perfect
life and nobody ever will. It’s entirely up to you to choose to paint your broken pieces gold and transform them
into something beautiful. So never be ashamed of what you’ve been through, for everything that has happened to
you has happened for a reason. The more you deny or complain or fail to accept what’s happened, the less possible
it is for your struggles to become useful — graced or redemptive moments — for yourself and for others. The
moment you accept and find what’s useful in the struggles you’ve been through — that’s just like us painting the
cracks in our broken pieces gold, turning something that could be ugly into something beautiful and inspiring. And
when what you have been through becomes an inspiration for other people, that’s what makes it all worthwhile.
So don’t get stuck on how things used to be. I once heard it said: “Every next level of your life will demand a new
you.” Sometimes it takes being broken in order to become that new version of yourself.
6
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A Franciscan Ethical Perspective for our Times
by David Couturier, OFM Cap.,
Dean of the School of Franciscan Studies at St. Bonaventure University

When Francis stood naked in the public square, at the age of 25, and handed back his clothes to his father, he
was declaring that he wanted off the social grid. He wanted out of a system constructed as it was on the economics
of extraction, putting the vulnerable at the service of the privileged, and damning society to endless spasms of
violence in the service of greed.
When he kissed the leper on the roadside, he began to construct a new ethic and spirituality of inclusion. He no
longer wanted to participate in a society that divided itself between the majores — the privileged few —, over the
minores — the destitute many. He no longer wanted to protect this brutal arrangement of economic and spiritual
exclusion with weapons and the force of law. He retreated from the social boundaries of his culture, and he cast
his lot and his future with the rejected, serving lepers in the crude hospices, deep within the forests of the Umbrian
Valley. Francis would have stayed nothing more than a solitary charitable but unknown figure in history if it were
not for another conversion beyond his embrace of the leper. Francis tells us of his second conversion. He calls it
the one “when the Lord gave me brothers” (Testament, 14).
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Soon enough young men (and eventually young women) came to embrace his radical life form off the social
grid, away from the normative greed and violence of the day. Because of this, Francis realized that God was calling
him to create a new form of life, a new social experiment called “fraternity”.
The new form of life would have no superiors, only servants. There would be no divisions whatsoever, no
traces of majores and minores, those who have and those who don’t, those who are privileged and those who
are impoverished. This radical lifestyle was characterized by an attitude of radical humility, hospitality and a
determination to stop scratching mindlessly and unethically for position and power, and an intention to take the
last place in everything. Free from a fatal possessiveness, one could be appreciative of all that God gives freely
and abundantly.
What Francis began to construct was an economy and a society of inclusion. I believe that people have grossly
misunderstood Francis of Assisi by characterizing his spirituality as a “love of poverty”. Poverty was not Francis’
(primary) thing. Community was. Francis was interested in the common good, the social bond, the experience
of love, and the ability to include everyone in the embrace of a God that Francis came to recognize as absolute
self-diffusive love. The way to protect this experience of shared divine abundance was through an attitude of
dispossession. In Latin, we call this sine proprio — living without owning anything of one’s own. Sine proprio
is a radical disposition against possessing anything or anyone. Francis’ logic was as simple as it was direct. If we
own, we must protect and we will protect to the point of violence anything we own. It was this brutal protective
violence which undergirded this social and cultural arrangement, that Francis rejected most of all.
Francis had seen too much violence in his youth. He had seen how far the citizens of Assisi would go to protect
the wealth of the privileged few. They would send their sons to war and death on the bloody fields of the Umbrian
and Spoleto Valleys. He had witnessed the butchering of the friends he loved and the friends he used to party with
when he was the happy-go-lucky minstrel on the streets of Assisi.
Let me focus on three Franciscan values.
a) INCLUSION. Francis of Assisi believed in community and was fiercely egalitarian. The social classes of his
youth were severely divided. People were assigned their social standing and their economic space by the cultural
customs and conventions of the time and they were bound to stick to them. Opportunity was dictated by one’s
social position and inheritance. Francis rejected these social barriers and created a community of inclusion. Any
man could come into the Franciscan “way of life”, as long as he was willing to be non-possessive, i.e., to give
up all he had and give it to the poor, and to be willing to serve and not to be served. Francis’ spirit of inclusion
was divinely driven. One of the great revolutions in Francis’ spirituality was his exchange of a majestic God
for a humble one. The God that he had grown up with was a royal divinity, enthroned for a final judgment of
humankind. Instead, Francis reverenced the humble Christ, the naked figure in the manger and on the cross. He fell
in love with the Christ who owned nothing and gave up everything to save humankind in his passion and death.
Thus, a Franciscan ethos is radically inclusive. It seeks a social and ethical space for every man, woman and
child. Its privileges are not for the few. God’s gifts are “for the many.” Francis’ God is an abundant God, a selfdiffusive God of generosity, that calls humankind to a similar attitude of dispossession and generosity.
b) DIGNITY. Spiritual writers have always stressed the dignity that Francis bestowed on the leper when he kissed
and embraced this rejected man on the roadside. Actually, I think there is more to this story than that. I believe that
it was Francis who remained ever grateful to the leper for accepting Francis, while he (Francis) was still steeped
in his sins. It was the leper who accepted Francis fully and completely. The leper’s wounds were only skin-deep.
Francis’ vulnerabilities, his deep disgust, was deep in his soul. Francis had to come to grips with his disgust against
“the other”, “the different”, and the “disabled” before him. His embrace with the leper was pivotal. Francis was
grateful that the leper saw a dignity in him that Francis could not see in himself or own at the time. What Francis
learned in this encounter was the inestimable dignity of every human person no matter their physical challenges,
emotional problems or social inheritance. Every human being has a rightful place and an inalienable dignity that
are neither earned nor worked for.
8
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The Franciscan movement recognizes rights that are still only partial or highly limited in our competitive and
aggressive social compact. A Franciscan fraternal economy recognizes the right to life, health care, work, education,
a living wage, as a well as the right to contribute from the wellsprings of one’s talents, creativity, vision and hopes
without the obstacles artificially imposed by cultural conventions or social bias.
We are challenged today to withdraw from the “disgust” that has characterized our politics of polarization and
division for far too long. We need to let go of the disgust we have for diversity and difference. It’s time to let go
of a failed politics of polarization.
3) BEAUTY. Our consumer society is eminently practical, but it is constraining us to produce only those things
that can be bought and sold, consumed, destroyed and recast for further profit. Those of us who teach in liberal
arts colleges and universities know how strong the temptation is today to reduce the ideal of learning only to
career goals, those courses and those topics that can get one a job and produce a paycheck and an immediate
payback. Our educational vision, wrapped tightly around the logic of developing one’s profession and establishing
one’s career, is losing sight of the intuitions and insights for building character and liberating us from the hazards
of consumption. The Franciscan movement, on the other hand, reestablishes the biblical insight that God made
humanity and all of creation for the way or journey of beauty. In the Franciscan tradition, God is Beautiful and
creates a world which is immensely and gloriously beautiful. The natural stance of the human person is one of
awe in the face of a world steeped in wondrous colors and exquisite sounds. We need a holistic pedagogy and an
ethos that engages us in the beautiful.
Thus, a transformative Franciscan ethos creates a space for beauty and engages individuals and communities
openly and fully (not begrudgingly) in music, literature, poetry, in the full range of the arts, along with experiences
with and for nature, in a conscious and loving solidarity and communion with creation. Unfortunately, the arts,
we are told, have become a luxury we can ill afford in our consumerist society. Young people...are systematically
deprived of their right to beauty and an engagement with the literature, the visual and performing arts. The Franciscan
fraternal economy, on the other hand, reverses priorities and re-establishes our communion with God and God’s
good earth.
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Sunday

1

Ordinary Time
Week 26
Pss Wk 2

8

BD: Eileen Smith

Monday

2

9

Ordinary Time
Week 27
Pss Wk 3

Tuesday

3

7 PM:
TRANSITUS
of
St. Francis
at Monastery

10

BD: Elaine
Masbouth &
Ona Moore

Wednesday

4

7 PM:
MASS
of
St. Francis
at Monastery
with Social

11

St. John XXIII
(Pope)

Thursday

5

Bl. Francis Xavier
Seelos
(in the USA)

12

BD: Eugene
Snyders

Friday

Saturday

6

Bl. Marie Rose
Durocher
(in the USA)

Our Lady of
the Rosary

7

9:30 am - 11:30 am
Leadership
Council Meeting

13

14

20

21

27

28

Meldrum
Soup Kitchen:
10:00-1:00

1-4 pm: Social after
Healing Service

15

BD: Ralph
Barnowsky &
Judith Vickerman

16

17

18

1-4 pm: Social after
Healing Service

BD: Joseph Marra
& Mary
Krempasky

Ordinary Time
Week 28
Pss Wk 4

FRATERNITY
VISITATION

22

BD: Janet Bodell
& Ben Stapel

19

North American
Martyrs

23

24

BD: Anna May
Jezak

25

1-4 pm: Social after
Healing Service

26

BD: Diane
Raymond

Ordinary Time
Week 29
Pss Wk 1

29

BD: Ralph Marson
Ordinary Time
Week 30
Pss Wk 2

10

30

BD: Therese
Joseph

31

1

ALL SAINTS
(Holy Day
of Obligation)

1-4 pm: Social after
Healing Service

2

All Souls Day

3

Regional
Formation
Day (Saginaw):
Our Franciscan
Heart
(see p. 5)

St. Charles
Borromeo

4

9:30 am - 11:30 am
Leadership
Council Meeting
12 Noon:
Pre-Profession
Retreat
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Fax et Phonum
Minister
Maryann Kummer
Vice Minister
Eileen Smith
Treasurer
Laura Sapian
Secretary
Ray Mylenek
Formation Minister
Sylvia Snigier
Councilors:
Joyce Brouilette
Ona Moore
Mary Myler
Brittney Walendzik
Spiritual Assistant:
Br. Patrick McSherry
APPOINTMENTS
Continuing Formation Coordinator:
Eileen Smith
Gospel Happenings Coordinator:
Brittney Walendzik
Healing Service Social Coordinators:
Ron Kessler
Hospitality Coordinator:
Ona Moore
Infirmarian:
Jo Marie Nardi
JPIC Coordinator:
Joyce Brouillette
Soup Kitchen Coordinator:
Ray Mylenek
Annual Picnic Coordinator:
Ona Moore

MAKING FRATERNITY HAPPEN
Our Fraternity gathers on the Third Sunday of every
month. For more information, contact:
Maryann Kummer
FRATERNITY MINISTRY OUTREACH:
HEALING PRAYER SERVICE SOCIAL
Wednesdays at 2 PM
&
Meldrum Soup Kitchen
2nd Friday of each month.
FRANCISCAN MINISTRIES
2nd Saturday of each month
10 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Franciscan Ministries Office next to St. Aloysius
Contact Joyce Brouilette

SOUP KITCHEN VOLUNTEERS

OCTOBER 13, 2017
Mary Myler
Jacqueline Hale
Bernadette Mikowski
Paula Jerzy
Teresa Westbrook Lienert
Ray Mylenek

NOVEMBER 10, 2017
Mary Myler
Jacqueline Hale
Marguerite Brannigan
Teresa Westbrook Lienert
Ray Mylenek

For more information,
call Ray Mylenek

The Poverello is published by the
St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscan Fraternity
1780 Mt. Elliott St.
Detroit, Michigan 48207
Phone: 313-579-2100, ext. 136
e-mail: OFSDetroit@gmail.com
http://www.sfostbonaventure-detroit.org
editor: Br. Pat McSherry, OFM Cap
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