
The Poverello
St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscans  Detroit, Michigan

Vol. 78, no. 2— February 2018

S
u
b

t
u
u
m

P
r
æ
s
í
d
i
u
m

S
a
n
c
t
a

D
e
i

G
e
n
i
t
r
i
x

Santa Maria Maggiore, Assisi



Minister’s Letter
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My brothers and sisters,

May the Lord grant you peace!

OUR FRATERNITY VISION – RELATIONSHIP BUILDING – BRIDGE BUILDING – SERVICE
 In a public ceremony which took place on Sunday, January 21st, in St. Bonaventure Chapel, history was made 
in our Fraternity. Paula Jerzy became the first affiliate of St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscan Fraternity in Detroit. 
As an affiliate, Paula shares fully in our way of life and in the life of our local fraternity. The only distinction 
between our professed members and affiliates in that affiliates do not enjoy the right to vote in elections or to hold 
office. Congratulations Paula!
 My heartfelt thanks to Jacqueline Hale for the presentation she gave on the San Damiano Cross at our January 
fraternity gathering, to Br. Pat McSherry for preparing the affiliate service and worship aids, to Doris Allen for 
taking photos during the service, to Pat Cardellio and Julia Ertzbischoff-Donahue for handling the arrangements 
for the reception following the service, and to everyone who brought a dish to share. 

PLEASE NOTE ON YOUR CALENDAR

 During the past year and a half, our fraternity has been committed to building relationships with the parishioners 
at St. Charles Borromeo Parish. All fraternity members and their family members are invited to attend a 
Corporate Communion Mass on Sunday, February 25th at 11:30 a.m. at St. Charles Borromeo Church, located 
at 1491 Baldwin, Detroit, MI 48214. Our fraternity will host a luncheon for the parishioners and for people in 
the neighborhood surrounding St. Charles immediately following the Mass in the St. Charles Social Hall.
 Also, if, for tax purposes, you would like a letter stating your 2017 financial contributions to our fraternity, 
please call or email Laura Sapian before February 18th.

Reflection
United by their vocation as Brothers and Sisters of Penance, and motivated by the dynamic power of the 
Gospel, let them conform their thoughts and deeds to those of Christ by means of that radical interior change 
which the Gospel calls conversion. Human frailty makes it necessary that this conversion be carried out daily.

– Rule of the Secular Franciscans, 7

 Our Lenten journey, which begins on February 14th this year (Valentines’ Day), is an opportunity for devoting 
more time to encounter the active presence of the Spirit of God in our life, to reconciliation with God and one 
another, and for reflecting on those areas in our lives where we need conversion, a change of heart. As Secular 
Franciscans, this call to conversion and reconciliation is at the very heart of our Franciscan way of life.
 How will your Lenten journey be different from Lenten journeys you have made in the past? Perhaps instead 
of giving up something this year, you might consider delving more deeply into the core of who you are, and give 
up those things that separate you from God and neighbor. Perhaps it is time to develop a habit of sitting in the 
presence of God and listening to him to create a deeper, more intimate relationship with him. Perhaps it is time 
to begin the process of breaking free from an addiction. Perhaps it is time to move out of your comfort zone to 
become involved in a new activity where you can be of greater service to others. Perhaps it is time to break free 
of your fear in order to become a witness for Christ by sharing with others how the Spirit of God has been present 
and active in your life.
 I encourage you during the next few weeks to take some time to quiet yourself, to listen to the stirrings of your 
heart, and to reflect on these questions:
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Members of  our Fraternity

Dan and Jan Atkinson
Janet and John Bodell
Joe Boland
Claire Boutain
Joyce Brouillette
Pat Cardellio
Mary Gillen
James Heymes
Caroline and Ted Hojna
Anna May Jezak
Gary Johnson
Donna Marie Johnston
Louis Joseph
Joyce Kaminski
Esther Kelley
Ron Kessler
Rosalie Liccardello
Patricia Long
Ilene Manning & Family

Patricia Meldrum
Mabel Michaels
Hugh Montpetit
Mary Ann Montpetit
Stella Mordarski
Ray Mylenek
Barbara Pardington
Bob Peckham
George Pelyak
Diane Raymond
Marilyn Ricard
Mary Saber
Bridget Schultz
Ben Stapel
Ruby Thompson
Anna Tyler
Terry Westbrook-Lienert
Joseph Wisk

Our Deceased
Joseph Marra, Sr. V January 22, 2018
Joyce Brouillette V January 6, 2018 (mother of Joyce)
Br. Michael Drobnicki, OFM Cap V January 16, 2018

Relatives needing prayers
Mary Ann Bridge, daughter of Connie Musial
Kate Comizio, Br. Pat’s sister (progressive Multiple Sclerosis)
Alice Greene, sister of Hank Forys
Bernadette Haycox, wife of Stephen
Denise Joseph, daughter of Louis
David Kaminski, son of Joyce
Patricia Mcleary, mother of Therese Joseph
Jean Nozewski, wife of Thomas
Theresa Poole, mother of Mary
Barbara Sienkiewicz, daughter of Connie Musial
Patricia Smith, daughter of Claire Boutain
Nellie Westbrook, mother of Theresa
Sandra Woods Family

Please help to keep our prayer list up-to-date. Call:
Jo Marie Nardi

• What is God inviting me to change in my life this Lent?
• What do I need more of in my life? Peace? Forgiveness? A deeper relationship with God? A more loving 

relationship with my family? Words that foster inclusiveness and peace? Greater outreach to those in need?
• What do I need to let go of? Words that hurt and divide? Material goods? Fear?
• What behaviors do I need to change? Gossip? Prejudice? Cold-heartedness?
• What action strategies do I need to create to let go of this behavior?

 As we all know, change is never easy and fear of the unknown occupies our thoughts. Because of this, I 
encourage you to prepare for your Lenten journey by asking God to help you to discern what changes you need 
to make in your life and to move forward with the knowledge that God’s presence and grace are with you.
 As we journey through this Lenten season, let us pray for each other that each of us will experience anew God’s 
grace, presence, peace and forgiveness with us.

Your sister in Ss. Francis and Clare, Maryann

Congratulations to Joyce Brouillette on the addition to her 
family: Jack Benjamin Jacobs, born on January 3, 2018.
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Mark your Calendars
Feb. 25: Luncheon for St. Charles (11:30-3:00)
Mar. 10: Gleaners in Warren (9:00-11:30)
Apr. 21: Capuchin Warehouse (9:00-12:00)

1..........Stephen Haycox
3..........Mary Ann Montpetit
20........Mabel Michaels
28........Teresa Westbrook-Lienert

 On Sunday, April 15th, our St. Bonaventure Secular 
Franciscan Fraternity is hosting a new class of orientees. The 
gathering begins at 12 Noon in the second floor conference 
room of the Solanus Casey Center. Orientees are invited to 
remain for the fraternity gathering and social, if they wish.

 Please consider inviting even just one person to come 
and see what we are about. We are looking for practicing, 
dedicated Catholics. Invite them, and let them decide if they 
want to pursue our Gospel way of life for themselves.

LENTEN REGULATIONS

ASH WEDNESDAY and GOOD FRIDAY:

 If you are between the ages of 18 and 59: you are bound by the Law of Fasting which means that only one 
full meal a day is allowed. The full meal may be taken at any time of the day. The quantity of food taken at the 
lighter meals should not exceed the quantity taken at the full meal; drinking ordinary liquids does not break the 
fast.

FRIDAYS of LENT:

 If you are 14 years old or older, you are bound by the Law of Abstinence which means that meat may not 
be eaten. It does not forbid the use of eggs, milk products or condiments made of animal fat. Also permissible are 
soups flavored with meat (e.g., chicken noodle soup), meat gravy and sauces (e.g., ragù or bolognese sauce).

THE LAW of COMMON SENSE supercedes the 
REGULATIONS of FAST and ABSTINENCE!

 If you are sick or elderly and your health and well-being require you to eat more or to eat something that is 
otherwise forbidden (e.g., meat), your health needs must be given priority. Without further permission, you may 
substitute some other form of penance or Lenten practice. If you have any doubts, speak to your pastor, confessor, 
or spiritual director.
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The San Damiano Cross:
its history, meaning

and effect on St. Francis’ spirituality
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Affiliation of Paula Jerzy
January 18, 2018
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Catholic Social Teaching on Immigration (from the USCCB website)

 The Catholic Catechism [henceforth CC] instructs the faithful that good government has two duties, both of which 
must be carried out and neither of which can be ignored. The first duty is to welcome the foreigner out of charity and 
respect for the human person. Persons have the right to immigrate and thus government must accommodate this right 
to the greatest extent possible, especially financially blessed nations: “The more prosperous nations are obliged, to the 
extent they are able, to welcome the foreigner in search of the security and the means of livelihood which he cannot 
find in his country of origin. Public authorities should see to it that the natural right is respected that places a guest 
under the protection of those who receive him.” CC, 2241.
 The second duty is to secure one’s border and enforce the law for the sake of the common good. Sovereign 
nations have the right to enforce their laws and all persons must respect the legitimate exercise of this right: “Political 
authorities, for the sake of the common good for which they are responsible may make the exercise of the right to 
immigrate subject to various juridical conditions, especially with regard to the immigrants’ duties toward their country 
of adoption. Immigrants are obliged to respect with gratitude the material and spiritual heritage of the country that 
receives them, to obey its laws and to assist in carrying civic burdens.” CC, 2241.
 In January 2003, the U.S. Catholic Bishops released a pastoral letter on migration entitled, “Strangers No Longer: 
Together on the Journey of Hope.” In their letter, the Bishops stressed that, “when persons cannot find employment 
in their country of origin to support themselves and their families, they have a right to find work elsewhere in order to 
survive. Sovereign nations should provide ways to accommodate this right.” No. 35. The Bishops made clear that the 
“more powerful economic nations…ave a stronger obligation to accommodate migration flows.” No. 36.
 The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) opposes “enforcement only” immigration policies and supports 
comprehensive immigration reform. In Strangers No Longer: Together on the Journey of Hope, the U.S. Catholic 
Bishops outlined the elements of their proposal for comprehensive immigration reform. These include:

Earned Legalization: An earned legalization program would allow foreign nationals of good moral character who 
are living in the United States to apply to adjust their status to obtain lawful permanent residence. Such a program 
would create an eventual path to citizenship, requiring applicants to complete and pass background checks, pay a 
fine, and establish eligibility for resident status to participate in the program. Such a program would help stabilize the 
workforce, promote family unity, and bring a large population “out of the shadows,” as members of their communities.

Future Worker Program: A worker program to permit foreign-born workers to enter the country safely and legally 
would help reduce illegal immigration and the loss of life in the American desert. Any program should include 
workplace protections, living wage levels, safeguards against the displacement of U.S. workers, and family unity.

Family-based Immigration Reform: It currently takes years for family members to be reunited through the family-
based legal immigration system. This leads to family breakdown and, in some cases, illegal immigration. Changes 
in family-based immigration should be made to increase the number of family visas available and reduce family 
reunification waiting times.

Restoration of Due Process Rights: Due process rights taken away by the 1996 Illegal Immigration Reform and 
Immigrant Responsibility Act (IIRIRA) should be restored. For example, the three and ten year bars to reentry should 
be eliminated.

Addressing Root Causes: Congress should examine the root causes of migration, such as under-development and 
poverty in sending countries, and seek long-term solutions. The antidote to the problem of illegal immigration is 
sustainable economic development in sending countries. In an ideal world, migration should be driven by choice, not 
necessity.

Enforcement: The U.S. Catholic Bishops accept the legitimate role of the U.S. government in intercepting unauthorized 
migrants who attempt to travel to the U.S. The Bishops also believe that by increasing lawful means for migrants to 
enter, live, and work in the U.S., law enforcement will be better able to focus upon those who truly threaten public 
safety: drug and human traffickers, smugglers, and would-be terrorists. Any enforcement measures must be targeted, 
proportional, and humane.
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A message from Br. Pat
My dear sisters and brothers,

 As you know, I have had the privilege of being your spiritual assistant since late 2003 after I returned from a 
7-year assignment at our general headquarters in Rome. The norms governing spiritual assistance mandate that 
the term for a spiritual assistant is normally limited to 12 years. I, Maryann Kummer and the Council have been 
aware of this, and we are actively engaged in a search for a spiritual assistant to succeed me. We have someone 
in mind, and we are hopeful that the choice and appointment will move along smoothly. When the time is right, a 
public announcement will be made. Please know in the meantime, however, that we are thrilled at the prospect of 
having this particular individual as the new spiritual assistant.

 The second bit of news that I would like to take this opportunity to share with you is that I have received a 
new assignment. Some time ago, our Capuchin councilor in Rome approached me and asked if I would consider 
returning to our Capuchin headquarters in Rome. I gave it quite a bit of thought, prayed over it, and sought counsel 
from others, including my family and certain friars and friends. I decided to accept the offer. When our General 
Minister was here for the beatification of Bl. Solanus, we sat down and discussed the details of the new assignment. 
Final approval was given at the general council meeting in December and, since then, I have been waiting for an 
official letter of assignment in order to apply for an Italian visa. The letter is on its way and, effective May 7, 2018, 
I will be assigned to our General Curia in Rome as archivist and protocolist. I did not want to share this news with 
you (or even the Council) until an official letter of assignment was in hand.

 Especially during our annual Capuchin archivist convention in Rome, I have visited our Curia numerous times 
since 2003. The entire building has been renovated (I won’t be missing the cold air blowing through the closed 
windows). The local fraternity is rich in its diversity, not only in numbers, but also in terms of national, racial, 
ethnic, linguistic and cultural diversity. At 67 years of age, I will undoubtedly be seen (and teased perhaps) as a 
“grandfather” figure (in the general’s words) among the mostly younger friars stationed at the Curia. But, you know, 
young people keep us alive and vibrant. Assignments to the General Curia are generally for a 6-year duration, with 
the first year being probationary – i.e., the individual can return to his province at will, and the minister can also 
ask that the individual return to his province. Since I’ve been stationed there before and am familiar with foreign 
living and curial life, I expect to be there for the full six years.

 I am very much looking forward to living again in Rome – my third time stationed there (1982-1985; 1996-
2003; and now 2018-). The prospect of a transfer has made more urgent the need to find a replacement as your 
spiritual assistant. Please know, from the bottom of my heart, that you (the fraternity) hold a very special place 
in my life. I am so very grateful for the years we have walked this journey together. I have also made some very 
close friends within our OFS Fraternity (some now deceased, others still very much alive) and I cherish their 
friendship and sharing. One of the concerns I have in the move is the continued poor health of my sister, Kate, 
who has progressive Multiple Sclerosis. In charity, I would ask that you continue to keep her in your prayers.

 I will be with you either until a new spiritual assistant is appointed or until May (whichever comes first). With 
love, I remain, as always,

your brother,
Patrick
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

1-4 pm: Social after
Healing Service

1-4 pm: Social after
Healing Service

1-4 pm: Social after
Healing Service

1

1-4 pm: Social after
Healing Service

FRATERNITY
GATHERING

1:30 P.M.

Meldrum
Soup Kitchen:

10:00-1:00

2

9:30 am - 11:30 am
Council Meeting

1

3

2 3

Ordinary Time
Week 6

Pss Wk 2

LENT 1
Pss Wk 1

LENT 2
Pss Wk 2

GOSPEL
HAPPENING:

Gleaners
in Warren

(9 am-11:30 am)

Ordinary Time
Week 5

Pss Wk 1

Presentation
of the Lord

(Candlemas Day)

FRATERNITY
MASS & 

LUNCHEON
at

ST. CHARLES
11:30 A.M.-3 P.M.

February

BD: Stephen Haycox BD: Mary Ann
Montpetit

BD:Mabel Michaels

BD: Teresa
Westbrook-Lienert
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Fax et Phonum
Minister
 Maryann Kummer
Vice Minister
 Eileen Smith
Treasurer
 Laura Sapian
Secretary
 Ray Mylenek
Formation Minister
 Sylvia Snigier
Councilors:
 Joyce Brouilette
 Ona Moore
  Mary Myler
 Brittney Walendzik

Spiritual Assistant:
 Br. Patrick McSherry

APPOINTMENTS
Continuing Formation Coordinator:
 Eileen Smith
Gospel Happenings Coordinator:
 Brittney Walendzik
Healing Service Social Coordinators:
 Ron Kessler
Hospitality co-Coordinators:
 Ona Moore
 Julia Ertzbischoff-Donohue 
Infirmarian:
 Jo Marie Nardi
JPIC Coordinator:
 Joyce Brouillette
Annual Picnic Coordinator: 
 Ona Moore

The Poverello is published by the
St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscan Fraternity

1780 Mt. Elliott St.
Detroit, Michigan 48207

Phone: 313-579-2100, ext. 136
e-mail: OFSDetroit@gmail.com

http://www.sfostbonaventure-detroit.org
editor: Br. Pat McSherry, OFM Cap

MAKING FRATERNITY HAPPEN

Our Fraternity gathers on the Third Sunday of every 
month. For more information, contact:
 Maryann Kummer

FRATERNITY MINISTRY OUTREACH:
HEALING PRAYER SERVICE SOCIAL

Wednesdays at 2 PM
&

Meldrum Soup Kitchen
2nd Friday of each month.

FRANCISCAN MINISTRIES
2nd Saturday of each month

10 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Franciscan Ministries Office next to St. Aloysius

Contact Joyce Brouilette

SOUP KITCHEN VOLUNTEERS

FEBRUARY 9, 2018
Ona D. Moore
Bernadette Mikowski
Mary Myler
Ron Kessler

MARCH 9, 2018
Ona D. Moore
Bernadette Mikowski
Mary Krempasky
Mary Myler
Beverly Sapian
Chuck Sapian
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