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Sisters and Brothers,

“CONGRATULATIONS JOSHUA GIBSON, JOE QUESNELLE, STEVE WASKO ON YOUR 
PROFESSION!!”  We give thanks to the Father through Christ for all the gifts we have received from him, 
… the gift of his grace which he as given to those about to be professed to live in the world according to the 
Beatitudes, and also the gift of his grace which he has given to the whole community by adding new members to 
the fraternity (Rite of Profession).

Profession Mass Sunday November 15 at 1:30pm at the Solanus Center St. Bonaventure Chapel.

I announce with great pleasure our celebration of the Profession Mass for our candidates: Joshua Gibson, 
Joe Quesnelle and Steve Wasko on November 15. It is always a glorious moment when God brings to us 
candidates for Profession to do his most holy will. Joshua, Joe and Steve have been preparing for this day for 
the last 2.5 years. It is a discernment of love that has led them to this permanent commitment to live the Gospel 
Life in the Spirit of St. Francis. It’s a call from God they have graciously accepted. 

Our Fraternity is a visible sign of the Church which we witness through our Profession and held in the 
highest dignity in the eyes of God. All of us have walked with them on this journey. I especially want to thank 
Maryann, the Formation Team and the Candidates Sponsors for bringing them to this moment in God. Let’s 
celebrate together this most joyous event. You can join the celebration in person at the Chapel or watch it live 
on the Solanus Center Website via https://www.solanuscenter.org/ and click on the FaceBook icon. The mass 
will fulfill the Sunday obligation for the Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time. Due to COVID restrictions 
there will be no social after the Mass.

Mass for our Deceased Members will take place on Friday November 20 at 7:45 a.m. during the 
normal Solanus Center Daily Mass Celebration. Come in person or watch on the Solanus Center website: 
https://www.solanuscenter.org/ and click on the FaceBook icon.

The Leadership Council decided to move the Mass to November 20 due to the COVID restrictions. The 
Mass will be offered by the assigned presider and a general mention of all our deceased during the prayers of 
the faithful. We hope next year we may be able to resume our normal tradition of celebrating the mass for our 
deceased.

Meditation
Article 11 of Our Rule (Fun Manual – The Rule of the SFO)

Trusting in the Father, Christ chose for himself and his mother a poor and humble life, even though he valued 
created things attentively and lovingly. Let the Secular Franciscans seek a proper spirit of detachment from 
temporal goods by simplifying their own material needs. Let them be mindful that according to the gospel they 
are stewards of the goods received for the benefits of God’s children.

Thus, in the spirit of Beatitudes, and as pilgrims and strangers on their way to the home of the Father, they 
should strive to purify their hearts from every tendency and yearning for possessions and power.

Scripture passages to reference: Matthew 5:3, Luke 2:6-7, 1 Peter 1:1-9



The Poverello, November 2020 3 

Fraternity News & Updates
Unite Our Nation Eucharistic Procession And Rosary Rally

Julia E-Donahue, Sophia Cisneros and myself participated in this procession held on Saturday, October 
31 from Noon to 2:30. The procession started at Our Lady of the Rosary Church and continued on to the 
Sweetest Heart of Mary Church and finished at St. Joseph’s Shrine with Benediction. It was a beautiful 
sunny day. We followed on foot at a leisurely pace the Blessed Sacrament and the statue of Our Lady of Fatima. 
We sang, prayed the rosary, the divine mercy chaplet and other prayers. It was truly inspiring. At Sweetest Heart 
of Mary, the priest blessed the City of Detroit with the Blessed Sacrament. The police held traffic for us and cars 
paused as we processed. This procession gave me hope and peace. Let’s continue to pray for our country and for 
healing of the divisions that separate us. Please see pictures on page 4.

I am also pleased to announce that Sylvia, Ruby and I have finished the archives project. We have turned 
over to the Junia, the archivist, 11 boxes for proper storage. We are now working on organizing our library. We 
have cleaned the room and are in the process of setting up the shelves and arranging the books. 

I am looking forward our Profession Mass. Please participate in the day by joining us for mass or watching 
it on social media. Whatever, your choice let’s witness and raise up our prayers to God for this wonderful and 
blessed event. Our Christmas Concert is planned for Sunday, December 20 at 1:30 in the main chapel at 
the Solanus Center. I hope you can join us. I’m not sure what social media source will be used. I will pass on 
the information once I know for sure. Again, no social after the concert.

I want to thank you for sending in your fair share contributions. Your support helps us pay our bills and 
cover the year end fair share we send to the Divine Mercy Region. 

Also, please remember Jerry Wolschon and George Pelyak in your prayers. Both of these men were 
members of our fraternity and passed to eternal life this year: Jerry – June 4, 2020 and George – October 2, 
2020.

Blessed Thanksgiving to you and your families! Let’s give thanks to our Heavenly Father for our great 
nation under God – The United States of America and the freedoms and liberties we enjoy. We are truly blessed.

Peace and Blessings,

Eileen 

Reflection
 Our Secular Franciscan life calls us to a poverty of detachment; do you own your possessions or do your 
possessions own you?

• What stands in the way of your spending greater time with God?
• What obstructs your way when it comes to caring for your neighbor?
• Which Beatitude places the greatest challenge before you? Why?
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Community Mural Project 
We have been asked by Steve Wasko, Director of the St. Suzanne Cody Rouge Community Resource 

Center to promote the center’s community mural project. Included in the Poverello is a copy of the flyer for 
the event. If you want a pdf of the flyer send me an email and I will send it. Please pass this information on to 
all the young artists you know.  

Unite Our Nation Eucharistic Procession And Rosary Rally
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Anti-Racisim Efforts
The team is moving along with its goals. They have a meeting scheduled with Bishop Battersby on 

November 19 at 6:00 p.m. This will be their first meeting with the Bishop. In October, they led a meeting with 
a few groups from Detroit that have been working on racial initiatives. The purpose of this meeting was to share 
information and initiatives. Vickie Figueroa, the Manager of Black Catholic Ministries-AOD, participated. It 
was a good meeting. The group plans to meet again on December 1. Let us continue to ask the Holy Spirit to 
guide and bless these efforts. 

The Confronting Structural Racism webinar was included in the AOD- Bridge of Mercy Newsletter:

Important Announcement from National Council OFS-USA: The OFS-
USA has withdrawn from the Franciscan Action Network (FAN)

The National Executive Council (NEC) asked this official announcement be given to all the members of the 
OFS. The announcement is published in this edition of the Poverello (page 6). The NEC has requested the 
following in terms of the content of this announcement:

1. Nothing should go out on social media.
2. There should be no conversation about this decision on social media.
3. FAN should be the one to notify the other institutional members of our decision. NOT US.
4. It is NOT up to us to share ANY news about the new direction FAN is taking.
5. DO NOT share any news about the new direction FAN is taking.
6. Let’s not spread “fake news” or talk out of turn.
7. If you have any questions or concerns please address them with your minister.

Please respect this announcement and its terms. I appreciate your adherence to this request from the NEC.
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Important Announcement for the Members of the National Fraternity – OFS-USA

The National Council of the Secular Franciscan Order – USA, meeting in Chapter, October 21-24, 2020 voted to withdraw 
our institutional membership in the Franciscan Action Network (FAN). We want each OFS member to understand:

(1) the reasons for this action, and
(2) what this means for the OFS going forward.

Why did the OFS-USA withdraw from FAN?
Many OFS members were in Philadelphia in 2007 when the idea of FAN was first broached. We were intrigued by the 
idea of working for social justice together with other members of the Franciscan family, and doing it in a Franciscan way. 
We wanted to bring Franciscan values to bear on the legislative process in our country, and we saw it as a good way to put 
into action Articles 14-19 of our Rule and the 2nd foot of love of action as described by the US Bishops Conference. We 
especially appreciated the articulation of the Franciscan values which were to underlie FAN’s work, including

• Our means of doing advocacy will not dehumanize or demonize those with whom we disagree on policy matters.
• Our efforts will be done in a manner that is non-partisan and with the hope that the legislation for which we 

advocate will come with bipartisan efforts. This is both a value of proper relationality and a way of seeking greater 
effectiveness.

Thus, at its 2007 Chapter, the National Fraternity Council voted to become an institutional member of the Franciscan 
Action Network.

For some time things went well. But as time went on, it seemed as though FAN was placing less emphasis on adhering 
to the founding values in the way they worked. This troubled us, and from 2017-2020, we made a concerted effort to 
dialogue with the Board about our concerns. Sadly, our efforts have not borne much fruit. Our members have become 
increasingly concerned about how FAN is representing us in the public square, to the point where we have regretfully 
deemed it necessary to sever our institutional ties to FAN.

How does leaving FAN affect individual OFS members?
It should be made clear that this action does not limit any individual OFS efforts to work alongside FAN or support them 
in any way; institutional membership is not required for participation. Individual OFS members, local fraternities and 
Regions are free to continue to support and work with FAN in whatever ways they choose, financial or otherwise. Indeed, 
those involved in Franciscan Solidarity Tables (a program supported by FAN) are encouraged to continue with those 
efforts.

Living our Rule / and the 2nd foot of love in action
Our decision to withdraw from institutional membership in FAN comes at a time when there is a new energy – a real 
awakening – around a vision of Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation that lies at the heart of our OFS Rule. As a 
result of our visioning gatherings, JPIC focus groups have formed, and there is more involvement by members at large. 
Withdrawal from FAN should in no way be construed as a withdrawal from our obligation to “build a more fraternal 
and evangelical world (Art. 14),” and to “...individually and collectively be in the forefront in promoting justice by [our] 
human lives and [our] courageous initiatives (Art. 15).” The National Fraternity Council will be exploring ways forward, 
and some ideas have already surfaced as to how we as an Order can continue our efforts to effect change. We encourage 
everyone to read and discuss the Handbook for Animators of Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation (JPIC) as you 
re-commit yourselves to living our Rule.

Approved by the National Executive Council – October 25, 2020



David Seitz Presentation: Seven Guideposts for Living an Authentic Holy Life

What a better way to celebrate the month of November than to re-commit ourselves to holiness. David gave a 
great talk on our Rule and applying it on our journey to God. These Seven Guideposts are worth pondering as 
we prepare for Advent coming at the end of the month.

1. Live a Life Centered on Prayer – Consistent time and place; Begin and end every day
2. Eucharistic Focus – Source and Summit of our faith, Strength for the journey; Terror of demons; Become 
what we celebrate (Fr. Dan Crosby OFM Cap.)
3. Deliberate Devotionals: Make them a habit in the family – builds spiritual muscle; Most pleasing when you 
don’t feel like it – demonstrates faithfulness; Scripture, Liturgy of the Hours, Rosary, Divine Mercy, Catechism
4. Sacrifice/Redemptive Suffering – Journey to Laverna, conformed to the Crucified Christ.
5. Humility—Accept whatever may come as God’s will
6. Put on the Armor of Christ (Eph 6:10-19) – Our struggle is with principalities and powers.
7. Be Fervent – “Because you are lukewarm, neither hot nor cold, I will vomit you out of my mouth. 
Recommended Reading: “Francis and Clare, the Complete Works” Classics of Western Spirituality, “The Story 
of a Soul, the Autobiography of Therese of Lisieux”, “Becoming an Ordinary Mystic” Albert Haas, OFM

Day of Reflection Part II
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November Monthly Prayer Request for Priests 

September Retreat Picture Sidney’s New Bike

Back Row (left to right):  Sidney Davis, Melissa Lindow, 
Bernie Mikowski, Joe Quesnelle
Middle Row (left to right):  Mary Myler, Ruby Thompson, Joan 
Nardi, Eileen Smith
Front Row:  Jo Marie Nardi
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Members of our Fraternity
Please help to keep our prayer list up-to-date. Call:

Jacqueline Hale at

Our Deceased
George Pelyak
Jerry Wolschon

Relatives needing prayers
Tiffany Fogg, niece of Daniel Gabriel
Alice Greene, sister of Hank Forys
Marie Hollerud, mother of Greg Johnson
Denise Joseph, daughter of Louis
David Kaminski, son of Joyce Joe Quesnelle
Frances Krempasky, daughter of Mary Krempasky
Denise Maltese, mother of Brittney Walendzik
Patricia Mcleary, mother of Therese Joseph
Jean Nozewski, wife of Thomas Nozewski
Kathy Olehowski, relative of Marguerite Brannigan
Ken Parada, brother of Janet Bodell
Kathleen Penridge, cousin of Julia Ertzbischoff-Donahue
Theresa Poole, mother of Mary
Donald Schrotenboer, son-in-law of Marguerite Brannigan
Jim Smith, grandson of Claire Boutain
Tom Sherfield, son-in-law of Claire Boutain
Sandra Woods Family

1..........Mary Williams
3..........Ron Kessler
4..........James Heymes
8..........Connie Musial
11........Dan Gabriel
22........Caroline Florescu
23........Nobert Chmielarczyk
24........Stella Mordarski
25........JuliaErtzbischoff-Donahue
28........Paula Jerzy

Lettie Aguilar
Dan and Jan Atkinson
Claire Boutain
Joyce Brouillette
Jerry Borycz
Pat Cardellio
Sophia Cisneros
Salina De La Rosa
Julia Ertzbischoff-Donahue
Daniel Gabriel
Mary Gillen
Stephen Haycox
James Heymes
Gary Johnson
Joyce Kaminski
Esther Kelley
Ron Kessler
Sharon Krill
Patricia Long

Ilene Manning & Family
Hugh Montpetit
Mary Ann Montpetit
Stella Mordarski
Ray Mylenek
Jo Marie Nardi
Barbara Pardington
Joe Quesnelle
Diane Raymond
Marilyn Ricard
Mary Saber
Joe Sapian
Bridget Schultz
Ben Stapel
Ruby Thompson
Anna Tyler
Terry Westbrook-Lienert
Joseph Wisk

FRANCISCAN Holy Days
November 4 – St. Charles Borromeo
November 7 – St. Didacus of Alcala
November 13 – St. Frances Xavier Cabrini
November 14 – St. Nicholas Tavelic
November 17 – St. Elizabeth of Hungary
November 18 – Blessed Salome
November 19 – St. Agnes of Assisi 
November 24 – Commemoration of All Deceased of the 
Franciscan Orders
November 26 – St. Leonard of Port Maurice
November 28 – St. James of the March
November 29 – All Saints of the Franciscan Orders
November 29 – St. Francis Fasani
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4
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29

PROFESSION
MASS

1:30 p.m.

30

10:00 am - 11:30 
am

Council Meeting

1 2 3

Pss Prop

BD: Connie 
Musial
Pss Wk IV

Pss Wk I

Pss Prop

BD: Dan Gabriel

BD: Mary 
Williams

BD: Ron
Kessler

BD:Stella 
Mordarski

BD: Paula Jerzy

BD:Nobert 
Chmielarczyk

BD: James 
Heymes

BD: Caroline 
Florescu

ALL SOULS
DAy

ALL SAINTS 
DAy

BD: Julia 
Ertzbischoff-

Donahue

BD: Fr. Solanus

Pss Wk I Year B

MASS FOR 
DECEASED 
MEMBERS

7:45 a.m.
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Fax et Phonum

FRANCISCAN BOOk DISCUSSION

Prior to each of our monthly meetings, 
from 12:00 p.m. until 1:00 p.m., a 
Franciscan Book Discussion group gathers 
in the Solanus Center Library for anyone 
interested. For more information, contact:

Jacqueline Hale at

Minister
 Eileen Smith .......................................................
Vice Minister
 Brittney Walendzik .............................................
Treasurer
 Ona Moore ..........................................................
Secretary
 Doris Allen .........................................................
Formation Minister

Maryann Kummer...............................................
Councilors:
 Melissa Lindow ..................................................
 Ron Kessler ........................................................
 Sharon Krill ........................................................
 Bernie Mikowski ................................................
Spiritual Assistant:
 Fr. Bill Hugo ......................................................

APPOINTMENTS
Continuing Formation Coordinator:
 Brittney Walendzik .............................................
Gospel Happenings Coordinator:
 Sharon Krill ................................................... 
Healing Service Social Coordinators:
 Ron Kessler ........................................................
Hospitality co-Coordinators:
 Ona Moore ..........................................................
 Julia Ertzbischoff-Donohue 
Infirmarian:
 Jacqueline Hale ..................................................
Caring Hearts 
 Melissa Lindow ..................................................
JPIC Coordinator:
 Doris Allen .........................................................
Annual Picnic Coordinator: 
 Ona Moore ..........................................................
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MAkINg FRATERNITy HAPPEN
Our Fraternity gathers on the Third Sunday of every 
month. For more information, contact:

Eileen Smith .....................................................................
 

FRATERNITy MINISTRy OUTREACH:

HEALINg PRAyER SERVICE SOCIAL
Wednesdays at 2 PM

FRANCISCAN MINISTRIES
2nd Saturday of each month

10 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Franciscan Ministries Office next to St. Aloysius
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